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MARCH SERVICES 
 

This month’s worship theme is dedicated to building beloved community. 

Within our sheltering TUUC walls we shall celebrate our annual Commitment Sunday 

with an eye to the coming 50th anniversary of TUUC; hear from our youth on inspiration; 

honor gifts for our ministry; and reflect on caring for the aging among us.  We shall celebrate 

community outside the walls of TUUC with an interfaith dialogue about the work of women to end 

global poverty leading to real understanding and mutual support.  -- Rev. Clare 

 

 

March 1, 2009 

9:30 and 11:15 AM 

All Together Now  

Rev. Clare Petersberger;  

Intergenerational Arts Council;  

Joyce Duncan, director of youth  

religious education 

Music:  Joseph Gascho, music director  

and TUUC Choir 

 

Historically, the Universalists gathered to affirm that salvation was possible for “all souls.” Historically, 

the Unitarians gathered to affirm unity -- not in religious beliefs -- but in existence and in the loving 

relationships which give it meaning.  Together we seek such unity of spirit.  This morning your “soul” is 

needed as the Intergenerational Arts Council enacts a story about beloved community; our TUUC 

Choir shares music to stir the soul; and we bring forward symbols of our commitment to this living 

tradition of Unitarian Universalism and what we and TUUC may yet become.     

../../../../../Documents%20and%20Settings/Documents%20and%20Settings/Nancy%20Hannah/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/February/www.towsonuuc.org
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March 8, 2009 

9:30 and 11:15 AM 

Women, Faith and Ending Global Poverty 

Rev. Clare Petersberger 

Music:  Music Director Joseph Gascho and friends 

 

Today is International Women’s Day.  Around the globe, nearly 3 billion women live on less than two 

dollars a day.  But there is a vision to end global poverty and a movement to do just that.  This 

morning we celebrate how women from Nicaragua to India and Unitarian Universalist congregations 

from Oklahoma to Pennsylvania have been changing individual lives; bringing hope to families; 

building communities; and ending global poverty.  In light of our country’s current economic turmoil, 

what can we learn from these stories?  

 

March 15, 2009 

9:30 and 11:15 AM 

Inspiration 

The TUUC Youth Group 

Music:  Ina Allen, piano 

 

The simultaneous 200th birthdays of Charles Darwin and Abraham Lincoln and the 
inauguration of the United States' first African-American president, Barack Obama, inspire 
this year's Youth Group service.  These individuals have affected and/or promise to affect the 
world in profound way---not the least of which includes serving as inspirations for others 
through time.  Today, the youth will speak on the people that personally inspire and influence 
them and explore the kind of influence they are and would like to be in the world. 
 

March 22, 2009 

9:30 and 11:15 AM 

 Beyond Tolerance 

Rev. Clare Petersberger, Mimi Marks, Laurie Meister,  

and other members of TUUC 

Music:  Joseph Gascho, music director and friends 

 

In his recent book by this title, Gustav Niebuhr examines the purpose of interfaith dialogue.  On this 

Sunday when we are recognizing the gifts of those who contribute to our Committee on Ministry and 

our councils -- House And Grounds, Communications, Outreach --  this seems like a timely theme.  

Unitarian Universalists have always preached tolerance.  What might “beyond tolerance” mean to us?  

I will share one answer that came out of a recent meeting of Jewish and Christian colleagues to talk 

about Gaza. 
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March 29, 2009  

9:30 and 11:15 AM 

As Time Goes By:  Aging in Our Congregation 

Linda Talley, Joan Kolobielski, and Jason Braspennickx 

Music:  Ina Allen, piano  

 

What is the role of our congregation in honoring and supporting our older members.  Today three 

attendees of a recent JPD workshop on aging share their insights and ideas about the future role of 

TUUC and our older members.  Join Linda Talley, Joan Kolobielski and Jason Braspennickx as 

they reflect on the opportunities that are offered by the multi-generational composition of our TUUC 

congregation.  Let us envision together new ways to nurture our people and build a stronger, more 

connected community. 

CLARE’S COLLOQUOY:  IN OTHER WORDS 
By Rev. Clare Petersberger 

 

Back in the fall, on the UUMA-Minister’s online forum, there was a request 

for a congregation with members who know Chinese and who could be of 

help translating Unitarian Universalist documents for a newly formed 

Unitarian Universalist congregation in Hong Kong.  When I wrote that we 

did have members who know Chinese, I learned that this congregation is 

looking for a partner church in the United States with experience in starting 

a new church.  Founding members of TUUC had experience starting a 

new church forty-nine years ago.  This possibility sounded most intriguing! 

When I shared this possibility with Frank Chen, he kindly wrote back that 

he had looked up “Universalism” and “Unitarianism” in an unabridged 

English-Chinese dictionary.  Suffice it to say, in a language that dates back several thousand years, 

there was no single character for either word!  But Frank did find possible combinations of characters.   

 

He wrote: 

Universalism in Chinese --yuzhou shenjiao (literally universal religious instruction)  

Unitarianism in Chinese -- weiyi shenjoao (literally one-god, only-god religious instruction) 

 

Linking them with transliteration you would say: yuzhou weiyi shenjiao, or 

(Universal-Unitarian Church). The Hong Kong church … might prefer the common term jiaohui for 

church. So the church name may evolve to: yuzhou yishen jiaohui -- Church of Universal One God). 

When a visiting pastor from the U.S. develops the idea of "yuzhou yishen" my guess is that she or he 

would have people listening with apt attention, for the very name has broad appeal in Chinese history 

and culture. The concept already had deep roots in Daoism from Laozi, and Kongfuzi (Confucius) 

stated it as well. 
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Frank’s thoughtful research reminded me that the words “Unitarian” and “Universalist” are still not that 

familiar in English, either.  We don’t have a single character or document to define Unitarian 

Universalism.   What we do have is our own story of what belonging to a Unitarian Universalist 

congregation means in our lives.   What we do have is the opportunity to seek universal religious 

instruction and the unified power of life and love which guide and give meaning to our lives with other 

seekers of truth.  What we do have is a symbol of the value that we place on this story and this 

search---the pledge form we bring, annually, on Commitment Sunday (March 1st this year.)  So as we 

look ahead to our 50th anniversary, thank you for your commitment to TUUC!   

 

If you would like to be part of a team to explore a partnership with a young Unitarian Universalist 

fellowship in Hong Kong, let’s meet between the worship services on March 15! 

BOARD NOTES:  FINANCIAL OVERSIGHT  

By Linda Talley, president 

 

On behalf of the board of trustees, thank you to all members who attended 

the February 8th mid-winter congregational meeting to hear of the progress 

being made by the Committee on Ministry on clarifying its role in the 

congregation’s life, the plans for the new Gifts-Based Ministry initiative and 

a budget update.  The motion that TUUC apply for accreditation as a Green 

Sanctuary was unanimously approved.  Sincere appreciation is extended to 

the Green Sanctuary committee for their work these past three years to 

prepare us for this exciting step.   

 

Here are a few highlights from the February 10th board meeting: 

 Treasurer Paul Konka reviewed Income and expense information for the first seven months of 

the budget year (58% of the budget year) and the status of TUUC’s savings accounts.  Year to 

date income is $239,960 (59% of budgeted); expenses are $208,444 (52% of budgeted).  The 

trustees, with Paul’s guidance, are continuing to monitor and plan for any shortfall in income 

for the year.   

 Recommendations from the Operations Team  for spending auction funds were reviewed.  The 

board approved the requests with the stipulation that the items be paid for with restricted funds 

currently designated for support of purchases for the office, capital equipment and building 

maintenance.  This approach retains the board’s flexibility in addressing any budget shortfalls 

for the year by leaving the unrestricted auction funds available to cover operating budget 

obligations if circumstances require.   

 The board completed its consideration of a request from the Kol HaLev congregation to use 

space at TUUC on Friday evenings and Saturdays. Given the limitations of space at TUUC 

and to ensure we continue to fully meet the needs of our own members and friends the 

trustees decided that we are not able to accommodate this rental request.  

 

The next meeting of the board will be Tuesday, March 10, 7:30 PM.  All are welcome. 
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OPERATIONS UPDATE:  FINANCIAL PLANNING 
By Catherine Morris, president-elect  

 

The Operations Team is in the “high season” of budget planning and 

stewardship – so this month’s report is about money – how we raise it and how 

we spend it. 

 

Auction Funds –  As Linda’s report explains, the O Team submitted its initial 

recommendations for use of this year’s Auction funds and the following items 

were approved, but will be taken from the appropriate “restricted” budget funds: 

 $500      Drums for Music Program 

 $500     Installation of dishwasher in upstairs kitchen* 

 $500     Two additional speakers in the meeting room  

 $1,200   Carpet steamer 

 $5,000   Energy efficiency measures recommended by 2008 Energy Audit 

 

The O Team also requested that $5,000 be used for railings and other improvements for disability 

access pending the recommendations and cost estimates provided by an ad hoc committee looking at 

this issue.   We have a number of other requests still under consideration for the remaining funds and 

will review and prioritize these as firm cost estimates are provided.  We reaffirmed our commitment to 

spend $6,000 from 2007 Auction proceeds to replace the front and side doors in the meeting room 

and hold $13,000 in reserve for playground improvements.  

 

Special Gifts - Faith Miller, a new member of TUUC,  has generously offered to pay for a new 

dishwasher in the upstairs kitchen, which will make our transition to “green” ceramic cups and plates 

at coffee hour and pot lucks much less labor-intensive and much more sanitary.  With the Board’s 

approval of the installation costs, we are looking forward to having a dishwasher by this spring.  Of 

course that will mean new procedures for loading, operating and unloading, but the O team is up to 

the job. Thanks, Faith for your special gift.   

 

Budget Planning –  Each Council Head submitted requests for the various committees under their 

jurisdiction.  In anticipation of an uncertain year ahead, Council Heads recommended holding current 

budgets steady and making cuts where possible.  Next month, we will be looking at recommendations 

from the Personnel Committee on staff salaries and benefits, and by April we hope to have a clearer 

picture of our pledge income and rental revenue for 2009-10 to begin the process of balancing the 

budget.   

 

House & Grounds – John Venables and Derek Perner have handled several emergencies and 

undertaken new projects over the past several months including overseeing repairs to two furnaces, 

replacement of outdoor lights, snow and ice removal, wall repairs and a new initiative to improve our 

building for disability access.  H&G is working with Inner Life and the Caring Committee to evaluate 

and prioritize projects such as installation of railings along the side entrance of the meeting room and 



 
6 

expansion of the upstairs bathroom.  Thanks to Jim Miller, TUUC Friend and architect by trade, who 

surveyed the building and provided  an evaluation for improved disability access.  We hope to move 

ahead on some of his recommendations this spring.   

 

Fireplace - Derek and John also developed draft procedures for the use of the fireplace in the foyer, 

which were discussed, edited and approved.  Any member wishing to use the fireplace for a TUUC-

sanctioned event should first contact the office for approval, get a copy of the procedures, and follow 

them closely to ensure safe and enjoyable use. 

 

Work Parties - Late winter/early spring will usher in not only early flowering bulbs but Saturday H&G 

work parties where all are invited to contribute in any way they feel capable to keeping our church 

home in great shape.    

 

TUUC Space to Rent – Rental income from use of the downstairs space has been a critical part of 

our budget each year.  When our long-term rental to the Montessori pre-school program ended, Sean 

Mackey, a member of the church, put us in touch with an Aphasia support group, who rented the 

space for much of 2008.  We are again looking for suitable renters, preferably a group that needs 

classroom space during the weekdays.  We have had some interest generated through an ad on 

Craig’s list, and are looking for other ways to make our affordable space known to the wider 

community.  If you know of groups that are looking for a space or can recommend ways to get the 

word out, please contact the Church office.  

 

O-Team meetings are open to everyone the first Tuesday every month at 7:30 PM.  You are invited to 

our next meeting on March 3rd, in Room 5 downstairs.   

 

EXPLAINING THE PATH TO TUUC MEMBERSHIP 
Rev. Clare Petersberger 

 

In recent weeks, it has been gratifying to hear from so many returning visitors about the warm and 

vibrant community they have discovered at TUUC!   Have you welcomed our newcomers and needed 

a little help answering their questions about the path to membership?  Here is a little help as we don’t 

want this to be a mystery!  While you can always point people to our website and the newcomers 

page, http://towsonuuc.org/newcomers.html, it is much more welcoming to be prepared with 

information.   

 

Three times a year, we offer orientation sessions for new and prospective members.  They consist of 

a light brunch after worship on two consecutive Sundays.  During the first session, participants learn 

about the history of Unitarian Universalism.  During the second session, participants learn more about 

Towson Unitarian Universalist Church and the programs and activities that contribute to our dynamic 

shared ministries.  While these sessions are not mandatory, they help those new to Unitarian 

Universalism to learn more about our free faith tradition and they help long-time UUs learn more about 

the leaders and ministries of TUUC.   

http://towsonuuc.org/newcomers.html
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Our next New and Prospective Member Orientations will be held after the second service on 

March 29 and after the one service at 10:30 AM on April 5.  The April 5 orientation will be in 

conjunction with the Social Action Committee.   

 

How does one become a member of TUUC?  What binds our religious community is a covenant, a 

promise, to walk together in the ways of truth, known or to be made known to us.  At TUUC, members 

promise to help this congregation to be “a beacon of free-thinking religion, fostering spiritual and 

intellectual growth for all ages, while having an active commitment to the wider world.”  As an outward 

sign of this inward promise, members join TUUC by signing our membership book.  In so doing, 

members are committing to share their time, talents, and treasure to make TUUC a beacon of free-

thinking religion.   

  

We expect that our members will attend Sunday worship regularly, commit to their own spiritual 

growth; seek ways to develop their personal gifts for ministry both inside and outside the church; and 

make a commitment of financial support  to sustain and deepen the depth and breadth of our shared 

ministries.  There is always an opportunity to sign the Membership Book at the end of the new 

member orientation.  If you would like to sign the Membership Book before then, or if you have 

questions about membership, please ask at the greeters table. 

 

We are delighted so many visitors are choosing to walk with us in the ways of truth, known or to be 

made known to us.  We welcome you!  And we’d like to walk with you on the path to membership!  

TUUC is a brighter beacon of free-thinking religion because of your light! 

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 
By Joyce Duncan, director of Youth Religious Exploration 

SOCIAL ACTION UPDATE 

 

Thanks to the help of all who participated in making and baking lasagna for the 

homeless, we made 50 tins that will go to the Essex Homeless Shelter. Stay 

tuned for our next social action opportunity. YRE, SAC (Social Action 

Committee), and the IAC (Intergenerational Arts Coalition) are co-sponsoring a 

party at the East Side Shelter (formerly known as Sarah’s Hope). Emails will go 

out church-wide as soon as a date is selected. This event will be on a Sunday 

afternoon and all church members, including children nine and up are invited to 

participate.  

YOUTH GROUP SPACE DISCUSSION 

 

The YRE Committee is currently anticipating having a problem that many churches would love to 

have. We will soon have more teens registered and attending youth group than will fit in their current 
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space. As youth are the future of TUUC and Unitarian Universalism, we want to do all we can to make 

YG a rewarding experience for teens, their families, and TUUC.  

 

We have invited all to join the YRE committee in an initial meeting to discuss possible solutions to 

this challenge. The first meeting was held on February 20; the second will be on March 8.  Please 

sign up downstairs at the RE greeter table or email Joyce for more information. We will hold a third 

meeting (date to be announced later), at which we will present any further research or input and 

decide on next steps to take. Emails that you have already received will provide details and ask for an 

RSVP.  

BEAT THE WINTER DOLDRUMS!  

 

Join fellow TUUCers at Stoneleigh Duckpin Bowling Lanes on 

March 21, from 7-9 PM. This includes 2 hours of bowling; shoes 

are $4/person. Drinks and pizza are available for sale. Please 

bring snacks to share! $5/person or $15 family max, suggested 

donation, if you sign up and pay ahead. ($8/person at the door). 

Contact Neil Sandson or bring donation to the RE greeter table.  

 

 

TRIPS TO NEIGHBORING FAITHS 

 

The 5th-7th grade class and families have been learning a lot from visits to different places of worship. 

Here is a sample from one adult who attended, “The field trip to the AME church, was everything I had 

hoped it would be (lively, musical; a passionate expression of Faith).  The only time I squirmed was in 

anticipation of being asked if God has saved me, but in the end I wasn't approached (hmmm... is that 

a sign?).  I'm really glad I went.  It was inspiring to me to see such lack of inhibition in the AME's 

celebration of their religion, and I would so love to develop a similar quality of joy within my own 

spiritual journey.” Class members wrote in their thank you note, “We learned a lot there. We liked the 

singing and your hospitality. It was really different from our church and we appreciated the diversity.” 

By the end of March they will have also visited a Muslim center, and Buddhist and Hindu places of 

worship. 

 THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY IS HERE FOR YOU 
 

Our job is to try to keep a finger on the pulse of the many shared ministries of our church, assessing 

what we do well to build on our strengths as well as addressing what we might do better to brainstorm 

creative ways to meet our challenges.  We meet monthly with Rev. Clare and serve 

as “ombudspeople” for concerns and suggestions of any church member. Contact any of us: co-

chairs, Karin Symonds and Scott Shane; Angela Castillo-Epps, Tom Farrell, Allen Myers, Carole 

Warren (phones and emails in the church directory).  
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GIFTS BASED MINISTRY TAKES HOLD 
By Anne McCall 

 

“Thinking about accomplishing the mission and work of the church by nurturing gifts and talents is a 

new way of doing business for most of us.”  

From the GBM presentation “Gifts from the Heart” 

 

At TUUC we are in the midst of remodeling how we understand and support volunteer service within 

our community. Our new approach is called Gifts Based Ministry (GBM) and at its core are a few 

basic ideas:  Ministry is any act that serves others. Within a church such as ours ministry is shared. 

Each person has precious and unique gifts for shared ministry that he or she can uncover and 

develop as part of personal and spiritual growth.  The mission and work of the church - the church’s 

ministries - can be accomplished by nurturing the gifts and talents of individual church members. 

Have you heard about Gifts Based Ministry from other sources? Chances are you have. Over the past 

few months, Anita Cox, as chair of the GBM Committee, has presented our GBM vision and plan to 

the Board of Trustees, the Operations Team, the Committee on Ministry, the Nominating Committee, 

Chalice Circle leaders, and attendees at the February Congregational Meeting.   

 

Talk of Gifts Based Ministry also played a part in the February 1 volunteer recognition service, when 

Rev. Petersberger shared some of what she had learned of GBM at a UUA conference. She spoke of 

the way that GBM can transform congregations, creating programs and tasks that enable people to 

“encounter each other with wonder and appreciation and expectation, to call out of each other 

strengths and wisdom and compassion they never knew they had.” At that same service, GBM 

committee members Laurie Meister and Anne McCall, in a mini gifts identification moment, asked 

congregants to turn to a neighbor and talk about how they spend time in service to others and the 

activities that bring them the most fulfillment or meaning.  

 

Following in the footsteps of other Unitarian Universalists, members of the GBM committee have 

studied a widely-used book by Jean Trumbauer called “Sharing the Ministry: A Practical Guide for 

Transforming Volunteers into Ministers.” This book describes steps a church can follow to radically 

alter the way it supports and sustains volunteers as they accomplish the ministries of the church.  

Churches, Trumbauer advises, need written descriptions of all volunteer positions. And they need an 

effective way to help members identify personal interests and gifts for ministry. Plus they need a 

process for connecting members and their gifts with volunteer positions. But that’s not all. Churches 

need to “equip,” train, and support individuals in their service to the community. Churches then need 

to follow through with that support by building time for reflection and evaluation into all volunteer 

positions.  And churches must publicly recognize and thank members for their service.  

   

 At TUUC we already do many of these things. Over the years, dedicated church members have 

written position descriptions, collected gifts data from members, have trained and supported 

volunteers in many ways, and have orchestrated volunteer recognition services.  What the GBM 

approach adds is a new intentionality and thoroughness in the ways we support members in their 
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service to the church, a new commitment to engage each member’s gifts and dearest aspirations, a 

new respect for the process of personal and spiritual growth through service in community.  Look for 

deeper conversations about all this in the coming months! 

 

To learn more about GBM or to join us in the GBM initiative, contact Anita Cox, Laurie Meister or 

Anne McCall. 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Karen O’Rourke, chair  

 

TRIED, TIRED BUT TRUE … YOU ARE STILL INVITED TO ENGAGE 

 

As the Chairperson of ARE, I want to take this opportunity to thank all those volunteers who have 

helped plan and find speakers for our programs this year. ARE has diligently survey and re-surveyed 

the TUUC adult community beginning in May 2008, seeking input for planning ARE programs for 

2008-09 sessions. Much to our surprise, we have had to cancel all scheduled programs in January 

and most in February due to no or low adult registration. Of course, we are frustrated as a group of 

volunteers in terms of programming and the expectations and excitement we engender during that 

process. Our goal  this year was be more inclusive and participatory given the various traditions that 

practice in our community. The process was designed to seek more input from the community hoping 

that new planning process would translate to increased commitment and  participation by TUUC 

adults.  We continue to invite you to engage in the appreciative inquiry process which is so much a 

foundation of UUA. We hope you will take a look at the March – May calendars and make a 

commitment to support our ARE tradition.  

 

The ARE Vision Process for TUUC has been postponed until next Fall pending review and discussion 

by the ARE committee, Operations Team and Committee on Ministry.  

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

 

Register for all ARE programs in the lounge on Sunday or email adultre@towsonuuc.org. 

 

Friday, March 13 

Forum on Traditional and Alternative  Medicine 

7: 30 PM 

Join Dr. Mary Jo Fishburn who will discuss the combined traditional and alternative models of 

medicine and healing. Program starts at This will be a lively discussion that bridges Eastern and 

Western ways of looking at health and healing interventions. Bring your friends and your questions. 

Bobbi Pehr is facilitator.   

 

 

../../../../../Documents%20and%20Settings/Documents%20and%20Settings/Nancy%20Hannah/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK2/adultre@towsonuuc.org.
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Saturday, March 14 

Unitarian Universalism in America 

10:30 AM - 2:30 PM   

Join Rev. Clare Petersberger for an exciting summary of UUism and events that have shaped our 

traditions into the 21st Century. Register in the Church Sign up in the Church lounge. If enough people 

register before March 12 and the course is not cancelled, Rev. Clare says she will buy lunch for 

everyone! 

 

Saturday, March 21 

Women in the Bible  

10:30 AM - 2: 30 PM  

Rev. Clare Petersberger and Rev. Karen O’Rourke lead a discussion and dramatization about women 

in the Bible, their stories and their relevance today.  

 

Wednesday, March 25 

Philosophy Bites 

7: 30 – 9:00 PM 

Join Peter Talley as facilitator on this Wednesday night series as you listen to a BBC podcast on 

Atheism and participate in a small group discussion.  

  

Saturday, April 11 

Seder Meal  

We need help to plan a combined ARE/YRE program to celebrate Jewish traditions.  This is a potluck 

so plan to bring your favorite dish to share. Starts at 5 PM. Sign up lists available after March 15. 

 OUTREACH COUNCIL 
Bill & Salli Ward, co-chairs 

 

GET TO KNOW THE SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE BRUNCH 

 

Join us on Sunday, April 5th after our one service at 10:30 AM for a “Get to Know the TUUC Social 

Action Committee” brunch.  This will be in conjunction with part two of the New Member Orientation.  

Curious about our projects?  Want to "do a little something"?  Have some time and talents to share?  

Hope to make our community a better place?  Come find out how!  Newcomers, visitors, and long-

time members are all welcome.   

DEALTH PENALTY 

 

In 2008 Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry of Maryland (UULM) voted to make one of their 

priorities the abolition of the death penalty. Our TUUC Social Action Committee voted to support this 

issue. Now the Maryland State Legislature is in session and two bills have been introduced, one in the 

Senate, SB 279 and one in the House, HB 874. Hearings have been scheduled: 
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 Senate Bill 279 February 18 in Judicial Proceedings Committee at 12:30 PM, 2 East Miller 

Senate Building  

 

 House Bill 874 March 17 in Judiciary Committee at 1:00 PM, Room 100 House Office 

Building 

     

TUUC’s Social Action Committee is asking members of our congregation to help us by attending 

these hearings in support of the legislation. You are welcome to testify but even if you don't we 

encourage you to go down to the hearings to show support by increasing the attendance. If you need 

a ride Charlie Culbertson has room for four people in his car. He will leave from the church at 10:00 

AM on February 18 and 10:30 AM on March 17. Directions will be provided to anyone who wants to 

drive down separately.  Contact Charlie for more information.  

BANNER READING CLUB  

 

Banner students celebrated Valentine’s Day on February 12 by cutting out and decorating Valentine 

cookies. Trish Steinhilber from the UU Congregation of Columbia brought refrigerated sugar cookie 

dough and frosting and all the implements necessary for the cutting, baking and decorating. She 

handled the actual baking. The students also dropped chocolate chip cookies and sliced pinwheel 

cookies in preparation for baking. 

 

On February 7, Betty Lou Anderson from TUUC and Judy Leyshon from First Unitarian attended a 

community gardening workshop sponsored by the Baltimore Food and Faith Project, a program of the 

Johns Hopkins University Center for a Livable Future. It provided a lot of ideas and resources, but 

also gave us an idea of the planning we need to do and precautions we should take if we do a Banner 

garden. First step: Get the soil tested! 

FEEDING THE HUNGRY - YOUR $$$ AND FOOD DONATIONS GO TWICE AS 

FAR IN MARCH AND APRIL 

  

The Assistance Center of Towson Churches(ACTC) will participate in the Feinstein Challenge for the 

11th straight year.  All monetary and food donations given in March and April will be eligible for the 

matching funds offered by Mr. Feinstein.  Why has he offered millions to fight hunger?  Read his letter 

of explanation on the TUUC web site.  Please make out checks to ACTC with Feinstein challenge in 

the memo line and mail to ACTC, 120 Pennsylvania Ave., Towson, MD 21204. 

 

ALTERNATIVE GIFT CARDS 

 

Many, many thanks for all your generous support of our Alternative Gift Card drive to support the 

Social Action Projects.   
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 HABITAT FOR HUMANITY - TUUC BUILDS A HOME 

     

This year’s Habitat for Humanity project in partnership with other area 

churches and Chesapeake Habitat for Humanity (www.chesapeakehfh.org) 

will kick off the week of April 14th. The row house (picture) we will be 

working on is again on Ward Street in Baltimore. Along with volunteers, 

TUUC will contribute $5,000 toward the construction, which we have been 

raising through alternative gift card sales and the Social Action portion of the 

plate. In March we will begin to sign up volunteers (16 yrs. or older) for 

Saturdays and Tuesday – Thursday (April – September 2009) at a table in 

the foyer before and after services.  No prior construction experience is 

required.   

  

An organizational meeting of the churches will be held at the Chesapeake Habitat headquarters in 

Hampden (3326 Keswick Road) on Thursday  February. 26, 7:00 – 8:30 PM. I am looking for a co-

chair to help me coordinate volunteers and would be delighted if you can join me. Just contact 

Catherine Morris at the number or email in the directory.  

CASSEROLES FOR OUR DAILY BREAD 

 

We delivered 69 casseroles on January 31!  Well Done.  Saturday, May 30th, 8:30 AM will be the next 

deadline for our donation of at least 60 casseroles. Please plan ahead to help out. 

 

GREEN SANCTUARY COMMITTEE 
By Carel Hedlund, chair 

  
Thanks to all the congregation for voting to approve the submission of TUUC's application for Green 

Sanctuary accreditation at the congregational meeting in February.  We'll keep you apprised of the 

status. And please join in to help TUUC live up to its commitment to "go green".  The Green 

Sanctuary Committee will continue its work to help committee and staff with green purchases, and to 

implement the recommendations of the environmental audit.  

  

On Tuesday March 3rd the GSC will be hosting at TUUC a meeting of Baltimore Climate Action 

Network, open to the public.  The speaker will be the Secretary of the Maryland Department of the 

Environment,  Shari Wilson, who will discuss state activities related to the environment and answer 

questions.   

  

The Ethical Eating course, sponsored by the GSC and Adult RE Committee, was well-received, 

with an attendance of 11-14 people at each of the four sessions.  We learned why it is important, for 

http://www.chesapeakehfh.org/
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the environment and for people here and around to world, for us to be eating "lower on the food 

chain", with more plants and less or no meats.  Contact any member of the GSC to learn more. 

  

On February 10th Carel Hedlund participated in a forum for Towson area churches, sponsored by 

Greater Washington Interfaith Power and Light, in which the churches shared what they have be 

doing to care for the earth, and explored ways in which we might work together. 

  

GREEN TIPS: THE 50% PRINCIPLE 

  

For many household products, try using only 50% of the amount of a product you normally use:  

toothpaste, shampoo, laundry soap, etc.  You may find that the lesser amount works just fine.  If the 

results are good, try cutting back a little more.  Remember that the "recommended" amounts are 

defined by the manufacturer, who has a vested interest in getting you to buy more of its products.  

The less you use each time, the lesser impact you are having on the environment, both in terms of 

resources to make the product, and in waste products.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

GALLERY UNICORN 

 

Gallery Unicorn is pleased to present "Wire, Glass, Paper & More", an exhibition of mixed media by 

Rick Shelley. The show runs from February 15th through March 22nd.  

 

EVENING BOOK GROUP 

 

The Evening Book Group will meet on Wednesday March 4th at 7:30 PM to 

discuss Palace Walk by Naguib Mahfouz, the first Arabic writer to win the 

Nobel Prize. This provides a close look into Cairo society at the end of World 

War I by examining the family of a middle-class merchant who runs his 

family strictly according to the Qur'an and directs his own behavior according 

to his desires.  The book for April 1st is White Tiger by Aravind Adiga. All are 

welcome!  Please call Mike Robinson at number in directory if you have 

any questions. 
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ANITA GREGORY BOOK GROUP 

 March 3  3 Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson - Building schools for girls in 
Afghanistan. 
 
April 7   Bech at Bay by John Updike.  Comparison of other writers 
Updikes age. 
 
May 5  After This by Alice McDermott 

 Join us at 2 PM.  Everyone is welcome! 

FRIDAY NIGHT CONCERT  

March 27 – Rod MacDonald is an international entertainer who has 

performed at many of the world’s finest clubs and major festivals.  

As distinctive an entertainer as he is a songwriter, his engaging 

delivery, multi-textured voice, timeless ballads and modern folk 

songs place him in the elite of singer-songwriters.  Rod resonates 

warmth and sincerity creating an easy rapport with his audiences.  

Much of Rod’s music embraces his obvious passion and personal 

commitment to communicating political and social events that 

effect and shape our world’s society.  More than two dozen artists 

have recorded Rod’s music – come see why for yourself!  I 

suspect this will be a sell out show!Potluck dinner at 7 PM, concert 

at 7:30 PM, $15 donation suggested.  Bring a dish to share and 

TUUC will provide sodas and coffee. 

Please make a reservation by contacting Tish Michel at fridayconcerts@towsonuuc.org or call the 

Church office at 410.825.6045.  

ETHNIC LUNCH - MONDAY, MARCH 16, 2009 

 

Art alongside food is the attraction at the Glass Grill, 6804 Eastern Avenue. Enjoy the Dale Chihuly-

inspired glass sculptures hanging from the ceiling, tasty pub fare served on pretty colored-glass 

plates, visit the McFadden Art Glass Studio in an adjacent converted garage where we can observe 

hot glassblowing and also tour the beautiful gallery exhibiting exquisite glass art. From I-83: Take I-83 

South, make a left onto Eastern Ave, continue for 3-4 miles passing Hopkins Bayview Medical Center 

on the left, continue about a mile and turn left onto Pembrooke Blvd, then turn left on Bank St, and left 

onto Quinton St. Parking in front and in rear of the Glass Grill. From I-95: Take Exit 59 East onto MD-

150 East/Eastern Avenue toward Essex, turn left onto Pembrooke Blvd, then left onto Bank St and left 

on Quinton St. Meet there at 11:30. Please let Bette know by Friday, March 13th, if you plan to attend 

and if interested in car-pooling. ethniclunch@towsonuuc.org Treasure Hunt May 30th - Go for the Gold! 

 

mailto:fridayconcerts@towsonuuc.org
../../../../../Documents%20and%20Settings/Documents%20and%20Settings/Nancy%20Hannah/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK2/ethniclunch@towsonuuc.org
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TREASURE HUNT MAY 30
TH - 

GO FOR THE GOLD! 

 

Mark your calendars for May 30th, and get ready for an event of Olympic proportions–the TUUC 

Treasure Hunt. What’s the hunt? It’s a race that starts at church and finishes at a mystery dinner 

destination which involves puzzle solving, team building and tons-o-fun! This year it’s leaner and 

greener with more affordable pricing and less driving! So round up some friends (or ask the Treasure 

Hunt planners for help putting a team together) and register in the lobby, or by contacting Amy and 

Greg Koren, or by emailing treasurehunt@towsonuuc.org. This year's Treasure Hunt planners are 

Noah Parker and Ann Ciekot.  

 

WIDER CONNECTIONS 

JOSEPH PRIESTLEY DISTRICT SPRING MEETING  

 

The online registration for the 2009 JPD Spring Conference from April 24 – 25 in Wilmington, DE is 

now available at www.jpduua.org.  Printed copies of the conference information are available in the 

church office.   

  

The conference will be two days of great workshops and informational sessions as well as a chance 

to worship with others from throughout the Joseph Priestley District.  On Friday evening, April 24, the 

UUA presidential candidates, the Rev. Laurel Hallman and the Rev. Peter Morales, will hold a forum 

with meeting attendees followed by an open reception.   

  

Please consider attending this wonderful gathering of UUs from throughout our district.  I guarantee 

you'll come away with fresh enthusiasm for our religious community and some new friends, just as 

Jason Braspennickx, Joan Kolobielski and I did last year.   

-- Linda Talley  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE (UUSJ) 

 

UUSJ is urging UU’s to reserve Saturday, May 9, 9 AM to 5 PM at All Souls Unitarian in Washington, 

DC for Money, Values and Impact: A Conference on Ethical Investing for UU Congregations. 

UUSJ still has money available to help youth attend social justice conferences. To apply send the 

name of the youth, the name of the youth’s congregation, the conference which the youth wishes to 

attend and its dates and costs and the amount requested and reason for request to 

CSnavely@uusj.org.  One workshop it might be used for is coming up on Saturday, April 18, at the 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Rockville. 100 Welsh park Dr. Rockville, MD 20850,An Invitation to 

you and your youth group and youth groups of other faiths whom we hope you will invite and bring 

with you a day of training by the Interfaith Youth Core, founded by Eboo Patel.  

mailto:treasurehunt@towsonuuc.org
http://www.jpduua.org/
mailto:CSnavely@uusj.org
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 March 2009  

 

 

March 1 Sunday             Social Action Committee  10:30 AM 

                                                   Laughter Yoga  1 PM 

                                                    ARE Potluck/Program  5 PM  

March 2            Monday              Meditation Group   7:15 PM                      

    Chalice Circle   3 PM 

                                                    Chalice Circle   7:30 PM  

March 3             Tuesday            Anita Gregory Book Group   2 PM                        

                                        Operations Team Meeting  7:30 PM   

                                                    Chalice Circle  7:30 PM 

March 4             Wednesday       Evening Book Group  7:30 PM 

March 5 Thursday           Chalice Circle  7:30 PM   

                                         Choir Rehearsal  7:30 PM 

March 6             Friday                Men’s Breakfast Group  8:30 AM 

March 7             Saturday            ARE Parenting Skills  10 AM 

March 8             Sunday              Laughter Yoga  1 PM 

                                                    MIGH  3 PM 

March 9            Monday            Meditation Group   7:15 PM                      

March 10          Tuesday             Board Meeting   7:30 PM    

March 11          Wednesday        Improv Group   7 PM                                       

                                                    Chalice Circle Committee  7:30 PM   

March 12          Thursday            Choir Rehearsal  7:30 PM   

                                                    YRE Committee Meeting  7:30 PM 

March 13           Friday                ARE Friday Forum  7:30 PM 

March 14           Saturday            ARE UUism in America 

March 15           Sunday        Social Action Committee  10:30 AM 

               Laughter Yoga  1 PM 

March 16       Monday             Chalice Circle  3 PM 

                                                    Meditation Group   7:15 PM                      

                                                    Chalice Circle  7:30 PM                           

March 17           Tuesday            Chalice Circle  7:30 PM                           

March 18           Wednesday       Improv Group   7 PM                                        

                                                    Worship Program Assoc. Mtg.  7 PM 

March 19           Thursday           Choir Rehearsal 7:30 PM                         

                                                    Chalice Circle  7:30 PM 

March 20           Friday            Men’s Breakfast Group  8:30 AM 

March 21           Saturday           ARE Women and the Bible  10 AM 

March 22           Sunday            Laughter Yoga  1 PM 

                                                    4
th
 at 4 Storytelling  4 PM  

                                                    ARE Potluck/Program  5 PM 

March 23           Monday             Meditation Group   7:15 PM                      

March 24           Tuesday            Bruce Nelson Class  6 PM 

March 25           Wednesday       Women’s Breakfast Group  8:30 AM 

                                                    Bruce Nelson Class  6 PM 

March 26          Thursday            Choir Rehearsal  7:30 PM            

March 27           Friday                TUUC House Concert  7 PM 

March 29          Sunday               Newcomer Orientation/Brunch after 2
nd

 service 

                                                     Laughter Yoga  1 PM 

                                                     Youth Group Space Meeting  6 PM 

                                                     Gallery Unicorn Reception 10:30 AM 
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Our Minister    

  Reverend Clare L. Petersberger   
  revclare@towsonuuc.org 
 

Our Leadership 

Board of Trustees:  
  President, Linda Talley  
  President-Elect, Catherine Morris 
  Treasurer, Paul Konka 
  Secretary, Kay Terry 
Trustees:  Anita Cox, Mary Ellen Haisfield-Wolfe  
  Lois Hybl,  Anne McCall   
Operations Team:     
  President-Elect, Catherine Morris 
  Communications Council, Susan Seim 
  Finance Council, Jason Braspennickx   
  House and Grounds Council, John Venables 
  Inner Life Council, Mimi Marks    
  Outreach Council, Bill & Salli Ward  
  Religious Education Council,  
   Melissa Reuland    
  Sunday Services Council, Mike Robinson   
 
 

Our Staff 

Youth Religious Exploration Director:   
Joyce Duncan 
  tuucdre@towsonuuc.org 
Music Director: 
Joseph Gascho 
  music@towsonuuc.org   
Church Administrator: 
Mona Scott    
  churchoffice@towsonuuc.org  
Administrative Assistant: 
Nancy Hannah 
  assistant@towsonuuc.org 
Bookkeeper: 
Martha Clasby  
  bookkeeper@towsonuuc.org 
Pianist: 
Ina Allen 
  piano@towsonuuc.org  
Custodian:  
Joseph Ellis 
 

 
 
 
 
TOWSON UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 
1710 Dulaney Valley Road 
Lutherville, MD 21093-9705 
 
Phone: 410-825-6045 
Fax:  410-825-3427 
Email:  churchoffice@towsonuuc.org      
Website:   www.towsonuuc.org 
 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM 
 
The Threshold is published monthly.   
March editor:  Susan Seim 
 
Submissions for the Threshold should be sent by  
midnight on the third Sunday of the month to: 
news@towsonuuc.org. 
 
Dated Mailing:  Please Expedite 
Mailing Date:  March 20, 2009 
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