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Upcoming Services

A New Year, our 50th anniversary, and a new order of service for worship! We will begin, each Sunday,
by gathering as a community of all ages. Our worship will begin with a Prelude, during which, you are invited
to light candles of care and concern, symbolizing that we each gather with joys and sorrows.

Opening words, introducing fithe theme of the daybo
of our free faith tradition. We hope families and classes will volunteer to be chalice lighters! And then we will
SING---a melody that is singable (per the pleas in the recent TUUC survey!) Students and teachers will be
invited to leave for classes on the final verse. We will, once a month, include a Story For All Ages before the
hymn. This change to our order of service is an experiment we will evaluate in May.

Welcome to a worshipping community of all ages at TUUC in the New Year!

January 3
10:30 AM
oYou Areeéeo

Rev. Clare Petersberger
Music: Joseph Gascho, piano

The twentieth century poet, Rainer Maria Rilke, went to Russia as a young adult.
Inspired by the spirituality he encountered, he returned to Germany and wrote
poems that address God as fAYou are. o

poems and how they speak to our own relationship with what we have found to be
worthy of our most faithful love.

5" Anita Barrows aw, Joanna Macy
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January 10
9:30 and 11:15 AM
TUUC Turns 50!

Rev. Clare Petersberger, Rev. Dr. Richard Spaokl Rev. Matthew McNaught
Music: Music DirectorJoseph Gascho, The TUUC Choirstudents in our
Religious Exploration Ministry, and YOU!

On January 10, 1960, thirty two Unitarian Universalists gathered to worship, for the first time, in Baltimore
County. On this Sunday, we celebrate the 50th anniversary of this worship service -- our origins as a beloved
religious community. We begin with a banner parade of students in our religious exploration ministry. Our
TUUC Choir will perform a choral piece written by Joseph Gascho for this occasion. Rev. Clare will offer
reflections on our Golden Anniversary. The Rev. Matthew McNaught will offer a prayer. The Reverend Dr.
Richard Speck will bring greetings from the Joseph Priestley District. A letter from The Reverend Peter
Morales, President of the Unitarian Universalist Association, will be delivered. Come celebrate this great
occasion and our community of shared values!

January 17
9:30 and 11:15 AM
Multiculturalism and the Culture of Unitarian Universalism

Rev. Clare Petersberger
Music: Janet Byers, piano - both services

On this Martin Luther King, Jr . weekend, I invite
congregation. At the UUA General Assembly, in June, The Rev. Rosemary Bray McNatt shared how her 16

r
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year old son saidhethought it would be better to join a differei

black kid in the youth group, and the only black kid

the culture of Unitarian Universalism leads to this loneliness? And what might we do to build the world we
dream of---not only outside our walls, but within them?

January 24, 2010
9:30 and 11:15 AM
Worship Associates d Stories

Greg Koren
Music: Alta Haywood, piano - both services



January 31
9:30 and 11:15 AM
Worship is ...

Rev. Clare Petersberger
Music: TUUC Choir and Joseph Gascho, piano - both services

Here are some thoughts from the recent TUUC survey o]

spiritual issues to political or social acti on | ssues. 0 AToo many feel good
intellectual hard hitting sermons and more controver
out this ritual. I al so appreciatge atblbaut mpreeomptl £ 66 f
celebrations. 0o ADefinitely Ilike having no appl ause
on applause during the service. I f someone is moved

feedback was that we need to know and be able to sing the hymns! The above juxtapositions point to the
variety of expectations of individuals who sit side by side in our Meeting Room on Sunday mornings. How
would you compl ete the p htariansUmiversaiistgd rThid mopning | sstéald shdreommy U n
response to expectations revealed in our survey and how we might collectively address them in the future.

Cl ar ed@gesoy Co | |

By Rev. Clare Petersberger

Fifty years ago, our founding members had a vision that our congregation would be

fdedi cated to the progressive transfo en
social life, through religion, in accordance with the advancing knowledge and the

growing vision of (humankind), testing by reason all that is within the scope of

reason, and that beyond by insight. o

Adult religious exploration is an important ministry to realize this vision! A colleague once observed that, in
order to truly engage in fAthe free ammndUUrcangrqgations shdulde s
of fer members the equival ent of seminary <courses.
AChalice Circles. o But over forty respondents to ou
Adult RE! So please look for sign-ups for our new offerings. We need a minimum of 10 participants for each.

And mark your cal endar s, now, for many interesting

reason all that is within the scope of reason, and that beyo nd by iAnfudl listing is &vailable in the ARE
article.



Everyone will gather for the first ten minutes of worship. And we will begin worship with our Prelude. During
the music, all will be invited to light candles. This will symbolize that we arrive at church with joys and sorrows;
fears and hopes; concerns and celebrations seeking connection and community. We are grateful to Jay
Herzog for commissioning a larger, hand-crafted pottery vessel for our candles!

Opening words, a chalice lighting, and a hymn will follow. Then our students will be sung out to classes. Some
weeks our students will choose and deliver each of these elements. Once a month, we will include a story for
all ages. Announcements will be moved to the end of the service.

Our 50th anniversary is a good time to be reminded that our children are our future. We want them to know
about our Unitarian Universalist way in religion in both religious exploration classes and also in our collective
worship life. And, as adults, we need the energy, enthusiasm, ideas, inspiration, and hope of our students!
Then, the meaning of these December holidays will be with all of us throughout the year.

Board of Trustees

Catherine Morris, chair

As we end 2009 and mark the half-way point of our fiscal year, we can celebrate some
significant accomplishments: celebration of our past through a reunion with old friends
in our first Anniversary event; completion of the congregation-wide survey by the
Committee on Ministry; recognition as a certified Green Sanctuary at the summer
Gener al Assembl y; publication of AiFood
meat on the bones of a long-term plan. We have lots to look forward to as well: our
Founder 6s L unc h eyeanAngiverdary @vertitse discuSsidn of what the survey results tell us about
our ministries together, and hopefully the completion of a 5-year plan for TUUC.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

The backdrop to these accomplishments is a tough financial picture, which we talked about in detail at the
Congregational Conversation between services Dec. 13th. Paul Konka, our Treasurer, explained that pledges
are falling behind expectations at the end of November, so despite additional revenues from special
fundraising efforts, we are still facing a $23,000 deficit. We heard a number of comments at the meeting
urging the Trustees to use the additional funds raised to reduce the furlough because many donors assumed
that was how the money would be used. Paul explained that unless our income and expenses improve,
restoring staff time would require that we dip deeper into our cash reserves, and drop below the UUA
guidelines for maintaining responsible cash reserves. The Trustees will take up this question at our January
Board meeting and give you our recommendation at the January 24th Congregational meeting.

Paul also pointed out that at current pledge levels, we will need to reduce expenses by as much as $50,000
next fiscal year because we do not have the option of using past auction proceeds and cash reserves to meet
the short fall again.



COM SURVEY RESULTS

We wi | | al so share with you in January t he-widesuweyins

January. One hundred eighty-six individuals responded to the survey and submitted over 40 pages in
comments. The CoM has done a great job of summarizing the results and the lay leaders used the information
to guide our long-term planning at the December Leadership Retreat.

LEADERSHIP RETREAT
& LONG-TERM

PLANNING

On Saturday, December 12, 20
lay leaders and staff gathered
with facilitation from Meredith
Higgins, JPD adjunct staff and
past president of All Souls UU
in Washington, DC, to continue
documenting our vision for
TUUCGO s Achievingr e .
financial sustainability,
increasing member
involvement, developing a
master site plan for expansion
of our space, and adapting our

(0]

governance structure to meet our changing needs wer e
actions steps and asking for your input in January.

AUCTION FUND REQUESTS

The auction generated almost $18,000 in November. The Trustees approved the following requests from the
Operations Team for use of auction funds:

$650 for Playground landscaping
$2,200 for Audio upgrades for the meeting room
$5,500 for 50th Anniversary events

We did not approve the request for an additional $1,000 contingency fund for Anniversary events and \ we did
not approve the request to add $1,745 to the budget for a second child care provider for the nursery. There is
currently one paid child care provider; but two providers should be present in the nursery under our Safe
Sanctuaries policy. We hope the need can be met with volunteers. Since meeting with the Board last month,
several parents with young children have taken the initiative to recruit volunteers to fill the need for the second
provider, and we hope everyone will consider giving one Sunday morning to working in the Nursery.
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COM BY-LAW CHANGES

The Trustees also discussed the need to change our By-Laws and policies to better reflect the role of the
Committee on Ministries (CoM). Last year, the Board expanded the rc
by fostering greater fulfill ment in our shared mini
minister but also evaluating how we are doing in all areas of ministry i in Religious Exploration, Social Action

and Music, as lay leaders and a caring and welcoming community. This work has already begun with the
completion of the survey. The other important role of the CoM is serving in as an ombudsman for congregants

and managing the process of conflict resolution when needed. Final changes will be presented at the January
Congregational meeting.

We meet the second Tuesday of each month at 7 PM. Please join us.

Operations Team

Mike Robinson, chair

As we head into a new calendar year, we hope that you are all reasonably well.
Regarding attempts to address building issues, we have landscaped and prepared the
playground area for the installation of the playground equipment. The arrival of winter
has obliged us to delay actual installation of the equipment until the weather breaks,
perhaps in late February or early March. We are seeking estimates on a stopgap |
leveling of the side entrances to the church opposite to the Memorial Garden. Anyone with good references on
concrete contractors should forward the names to the church office. An organizing meeting of anyone with an
on-going interest and willingness to assist with building and grounds issues will be held in January.

On another note, with our current concerns about financial support for TUUC, we have, perhaps, been
dissipating our energies. As of now, any effort at fundraising must be submitted to the appropriate council

head on the existingtwopage f orm (copies wil/l be available in fol
then, need to be discussed and approved by the O-team. If you have been involved in an on-going fundraising

effort (book nook or social action, etc.), please assure through the office that an original form was completed
and submitted. Submi ssions of new ATUUC Fundraising
month to be considered for the following O-Team meeting. Thank you for your consideration of these existing
policies and procedures. As always, questions, preferably in writing by e-mail or using the existing mail slots
outside the churchés main office, are wel come.

As you may have noted elsewhere, the Weekly News will no longer be inserted in all Orders of Worship on
Sunday morning. Sever al copies wil!/l be available up
not receive the news by e-mail. We have estimated that this change will save the church at least $300 each

year in printing and paper costs, and certainly allow the staff to assist with other important tasks confronting

our corporate self.



Finally, as requested in recent weekly news, there i
Aibrokend easel s nantmatah).uwecwould(bevmoostchgpreciative if there such a person could
attempt fixing the easels thus saving from spending at least $60 each to replace these needed implements for

our exciting organizational work. Please check in with Mona or Nancy for details.

Music Notes
By Joseph Gascho

|l 6ve recently been inspired by the &¥soh
Jed has been excited to learn all he can about our solar system recently, and so | wrote
some new lyrics to that old song for him i one verse for each planet and a few extras for
the sun and moon. Just like stars and other celestial objects twinkle in the sky, TUUC is
a place that aims to be a twinkling terrestrial object. For the postlude of our January 10"
service celebrat i ng TUW@dMs ve0 sar vy, | 6 merfoimi séinee oftydue ¢ h oI /r t o

own |yrics to the tune of ATwi nkI e, t wi n kHee ,ed® sc elne berx
T ATwi nkl e, t winkl e TUUC, Thihking fregly, graveg strong, @ place whera diversd y !
folks belong. Twi nkl e, t winkle TUUC, Pleasdemgil mg goarrestries; and the nmusio u s |
committee and | will choose a few of the best to sing on January 10.

Youth Religious Exploration

By Joyce Duncandirector

Although December holidays are past, we hope the spirit of warmth returning light stays
with you as holiday decorations are packed away and our minds turn to the possibilities of
the coming year. As part 506"yean the YRE erbgeaim loaks i
forward to increased time spent with adult members of the congregation. As you know, this
begins on January 10, when we celebrate our anniversary by focusing on our present. On
that Sunday all youth will participate by parading with banners that each class has made. In following weeks,

we will continue to start out upstairs as one congregation, before children and youth are sung out to their

cl asses. Pl ease allow a few extra mi ndownstars doalrack befope o f
going upstairs to find a seat for the service.

I am hoping that this is only one way in which we can foster multigenerational faith community. Building ties
between TUUC members of all generations came up as a high priority, both in the recent survey and in the
long-range planning meeting attended by the Board and the Operations Team. For many of us who live in age-
segregated communities, and who may have grandchildren or grandparents who live far away, church truly is
the one place to interact with those of all ages. Because we will all be upstairs together, we are hoping that
families will be able to participate as greeters, ushers, and hospitality hosts.

Some of the ways to help this happen are already being planned or discussed. The Mystery Pals program,
new to our church, pairs children with an adult who write weekly clues to discover who their pal is; the YRE

v



Committee is also researching ways youth and adults could learn about Appalachia and environmental justice
and work to improve housing there in summer service trips. We also heard requests to make our social action
accessible to those who have less physical stamina and inclination to go out after dark (both elders and
Ayoungerso). We | ook f sl Caniaatmde attwcdre@@wsonoug.ory.our i dea

On December 21, folks gathered to fill holiday stockings for Earl's Place.

Adult Religious Education

Karen ORourke, chair

ABuilding The World We Dream About "
January 22, Februay 26, March 26, April 30, and May 21, from 7:30 to 9:00 PM. Facilitated by Rev. Clare

This new curriculum from the UUA about multiculturalism, is designed as a monthly, year-long exploration of
issues of individual and group identity as well as how social systems unnecessarily divide and oppress the
human family. We hope that what we learn as a result of these discussions will help our congregation develop
the courage to |ive out our conviction thishobowed.|l d a wor

"Lectio Divina"
January 30, 10 AM to 3 PM. Facilitated by Rev.Clare Light lunch will be provided.

Having just returned from an intensive training, Rev. Clare will offer what she learned about spiritual direction.
Specifically, she will share her experience of using Biblical texts for spiritual exploration and growth.


mailto:tuucdre@towsonuuc.org

Philosophy Bites - "Reinhold Neibuhr"
February 3, 10, and 17 from 7:30 to 9:00 PM. Facilitated by Peter Talley and Rev. Clare

Philosophy Bites will expand its role in the new year by joining with our minister Clare Petersberger in a three-
part investigation (the first three Wednesdays of February) of the theologian and philosopher Reinhold
Niebuhr. Niebuhr's legacy has received a good deal of press attention since President Obama's Nobel Peace
Prize speech and our first discussion will focus on the influence of Niebuhr on the president.

Discussion One - Obama's Theologian Reinhold Niebuhr
Discussion Two - Moral Man and Immoral Society
Discussion Three iNi e b u h weidcs oniUmitéarin Universalism

f2012: The Odyssey: Armageddon is Not What it Used
March 14, 12:30to 2.30PM.Faci | i t at ed by R eAightldehwid Ime providedo ur k e .

We shall view and discuss this film by Sharon Rose. It is a welcome alternative to the Hollywood version about
the Mayan Calendar that ends December 21, 2012. This film brings together science, mysticism, and common
sense.

"Why In The Name Of God?"
March 24 and 31 from 7:30 to 9:00 PM. Facilitated by Rob Canosa and Rev. Clare

Many Humani st s wo n the humanim&¥t ® rbeievadio #he transcendent come from? What
purpose does it serve in individual and communal lives?0 We s h ad Marchd4i, 2@7 arsicke in the New
York Times about the research Scott Atran has done in response to these questions and what he has
discovered.

"Women In The Bible"
May 3, 10 AM to 3 PM. A light lunch will be provided. Faci | i t at ed by RendRev.Care en

This is a continuation of our 2009 exploration of women in the Bible. There are more than you might guess!
And we have much to learn from their stories!

t o



Finance Council

By JasonBraspennickx,chair

The Finance Council has organized our Stewardship Campaign for the 2010-11
church year. The theme of the campaign is "The Next 50" to honor our 50th
anniversary and to celebrate what we hope to be a successful next 50 years for our
beloved church community.

The Stewardship Committee is hoping to meet one on one with as many members
and friends as possible to discuss making a financial contribution to the church so that TUUC can fulfill its
mission within our church community and to the wider world. To do this, we need as many volunteers as
possible to conduct the one on one meetings. Training will be provided by Joan Priest, facilitator for the Joseph
Priestley District, in late January for those interested in helping with the campaign. Please let me know if you
are interested in helping the committee conduct these meetings with our members and friends.

Also, the committee realizes that there are some members and friends who may be uncomfortable discussing
their financial commitments to the church with other members. If you do not wish to meet one on one with one
of our visiting stewards, please let me know as well. Our goal with the Stewardship Campaign is 100%
participation from members and friends in making a financial commitment so that we can balance our budget,
maintain or increase our current level of staffing, provide quality programming for our members and friends thru
our various committees, provide outreach to our surrounding community, and maintain our commitment to fair
share dues for our regional district and national association.

Many thanks go to Paul Azzam, Jason Braspennickx, Catherine Morris, Mike Robinson, Rick Bader,
Janet Kuperstein, Reverend Clare Petersberger, Joyce Duncan, Patty Smith, Sue Shankroff, and Paul
Konka for helping organize this year's Stewardship Campaign.

50" Anniversary Upcoming Events

A reminder that reservations and payment are due by December 31st for the festive luncheon
at the Hunt Valley Inn which will follow the second service on Sunday, January 10th -- TUUC's
50th anniversary. Contact the church office with questions or to submit your reservation and
payment. Fee for the luncheon is $38 per person, tax and tip included. Founding members
are our guests.

Sunday, January 10, 2010, Founding Day: Celebrate the Present
Minister, Music Director, and RE Director will create this celebration of our congregation as it
is today. The service will include a procession of banners, recognition of members, and
special music created for this event, with a reception between the services. A luncheon at the
Hunt Valley Inn will follow the service. The Unicorn Gallery will display art of members past
and present during January.
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Sunday, February 14, 2010: Nick Page Music Sunday

Nick Page, a talented leader who draws music out of ordinary people (yes, even our congregation can sing),
wi || be with us for a very speci al service on Love 't}

March 11, 12, 13, April 13, 14, 2010: 50t Anniversary Photo Directory

To commemorate the members and friends of our church on our 50th anniversary, we have asked Olin Mills to
help us compile a Photo Directory. An illustrated history of our church will be included, with comments from
our past and present leaders. Please make sure your photo is included!

Saturday April 24 and Sunday, April 25, 2010: Imagine the Future

Reverend Bill Schultz, who was UUA President from 1985 to 1993 and head of Amnesty International USA
from 1994 to 2006, will be with us this weekend to inspire us for the future. Saturday evening Rev Schultz will
join a Q & A session, with light refreshments. Sunday, Rev. Schultz will deliver the sermon. In order to turn
the church over to Music in the Great Hall at 1PM, services are scheduled for 9AM and 10:45, with a reception
between services.

Sunday, May 16, 2010: Endowment Presentation
The Endowment Committee and experts from the Joseph Priestly District will lead us in focusing on the
financial future of our church.

Sunday, June 6, 2010, Annual Meeting
The photo directories will be available at this final event of our 50" anniversary year.

Auction Update

Hearty thanks to thank all of our members and friends for making our TUUC
People to People auction, "Find Your Pot of Gold" an enormous success. We
raised $17,949, about $1400 more than last year. Thanks go to the Auction
Committee, consisting of Jason Braspennickx, Marilyn Maze, Patty Smith, \ ,
Laurie Bacon, Susan Woolhiser, Neil Cohen, Samantha Saalfield, and Neil

Porter. Also, many thanks go to the volunteers who helped with the set up,

cashier work, auctioneer, computer help, organizing the potluck, child care,
balloons, runners, and the raffle. There are too many people to mention, but

please know your efforts were appreciated. Finally, thanks to everyone who
attended and purchased the items offered at the auction.

L »
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Green Sanctuary

Carel Hedlund,chair 1

-
daf g

As the new year starts, make a resolution to make a difference for global climate change. This means not only
personally conserving energy and livingamoregreen | i f estyl e, but becoming an
been joining with others to take such actions. Look for more opportunities in 2010.

Candlelight Vigil in Support of Effective Action in Copenhagen

/

ADVOCATE FOR ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE

IN THE NEW YEAR!

Thanks to Terry Ellen, TUUC member and Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice (UUSJ) executive director,

for organizing one of the 500 United States and 3264 worldwide candlelight vigils supporting effective action in
Copenhagen and the goal of reducing carbon dioxide emissions to 350 parts per million. We know that Joyce
Duncan, Betty Lou Anderson, and Lois Hybl from TUUC joined him at the Towson Traffic Circle during the
evening rush hour on December 11. They got many honk
hoaxo and fYoavismpudaulbed and some other wunprintable

RALLY AGAINST DIRTY COAL TRANSMISSION LINES

Terry Ellen, Joyce Duncan and Carel Hedlund from TUUC joined more
than 130 people on December 1st in a rally against two powerline projects
\ designed to transport energy from coal plants in West Virginia into the
f state to tie us into more coal-generated electricity for the future. After a
!' dozen speakers from a variety of groups spoke, rally participants marched
i " to the offices of the Public Service Commission to urge the Governor to nix
[Te" GOI)I o"Ma"ey these projects and invest in more clean energy in Maryland.

to say No”to more
i‘fma" AN OPPORTUNITY TO GET INSPIRED FOR YOUR

call today )

ACTION

N

To get inspired for your action, attend a talk on "Your Planet is Hot' by Mike
Tidwell, Director of Chesapeake Climate Action Network, on January 19"
at 7 PM at the Episcopal Center, next to the Cathedral of the Incarnation, University and N. Charles. This will
be a major new talk of "discovery, honesty, hope, and action,” with discussion. | f youé6d | i k@C, a r
contact Carel Hedlund or Terry Ellen (information in directory).

Green Tip: The ReStore, 505 Kane St., Baltimore, sells donated building materials, furniture, appliances and
more at discounted prices to the general public. 100% of the profitstiReStore support Habitat for
Humanity of the Chesapeake. They also take donations of the same, and will pick up larger items.
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Social Action Committee

Eastside Resource Center - Thanks to everyone who brought in donations for the clients. Your
generosity is appreciated. The needs are great, so please consider continuing to bring in items from the Wish
List.

Earl's Place - The residents of Earl's Place had a VERY Merry Christmas thanks to everyone who brought
in items for their holiday celebrations. Thank YOU all.

Our Daily Bread Casseroles - January is OUR Month

Please sign up to make or buy one or more casseroles for the soup kitchen, Our Daily Bread. TUUC is
committed to providing at least 60 casseroles. The traditional recipe is Texas Hash, but there are several
vegetarian choices. Recipes and pans are available on the counter in the foyer. You can also get the recipes
on TUUC's website. You can buy a Stouffer's party size mac and cheese and donate it. Casseroles are due to
TUUC by 8:30 AM Saturday, January 30, 2010. There is plenty freezer space at TUUC, so bring in your
casseroles early.

Alternative Gift Cards

Thanks to everyone who supported the social action projects of TUUC by purchasing Alternative Gift cards in
December. Your donation is appreciated and important for the work we do to make our community better.
Cards will be sold on January 3 and also in February.

ACTC

2300 Thanksgiving baskets were collected and distributed. TUUC collected 54 baskets and more than $200
Thanks to all who gave food to stock the shelves of the center during December. Keep up the good work the
need is so great. Many people volunteered to help ACTC at the Social action Sunday in October. Three
volunteers are awaiting training to help at the center. The remainder are donating supplies and helping to pack
12 homeless bags each month, More volunteers are welcome

Banner Reading Club
Thanks to the generous TUUC members and friends
Workshop party scheduled for December 21.

The annual Thanksgiving dinner on November 16 for Banner students was another example of collaboration
between Baltimore area UU churches. Trish Steinhilber coordinated the volunteers from the UU Congregation
of Columbia who cooked and served a meal of juice, salad, hot biscuits baked on site, macaroni and cheese,
turkey and stuffing, ham, mashed and sweet potatoes, apple pie, sweet potato pie (made by community
organizer Lillian Dr umg e, ahm e creano. udyeMayer, from Riret &Jaithriant Gaurch
provided napkins, plates, and decorative glasses; Mary Baxter (former TUUC) brought the table decorations;
and Betty Lou Anderson provided plastic tableware. Each child received packages of leftovers to take home.
All the non-sweet plate scrapings went home with Trish Steinhilber for her free-range chickens.

13
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Habitat for Humanity ReStore

We are looking for volunteers to help work at the store and assist customers. The more we sell, the more we
help create affordable home ownership opportunities in Baltimore and Anne Arundel County.

Habitat for Humanity Coupon good at either ReStore

faith1109 - 15% Off Any Single Item!

Limit one per customer. Excludes new cabinets. Not to be combined with any
other in-store discount or frequent shopper card. Expires 1/31/10.

Arundel ReStore Baltimore ReStore
8101 Ft. Smallwood Rd, Pasadena 505 Kane St, Baltimore

Contact information to help:

Jayna E. Powell

Faith Relations Coordinator

Habitat for Humanity of the Chesapeake
3741 Commerce Dr. Suite 309
Baltimore, MD 21227

ph: (410)366-1250 ext. 117

Nominating Committee: Time to Think about Leadership

Each year some amongus sayfi Ye s , [ wi || . Y e s served in an &lacted positibne s this s k e
your year? Shortly after the first of the year the Nominating Committee will begin the process of recruiting
volunteers to fill the positions listed below. Although a few of the positions are held by members eligible to
succeed themselves, many holding these positions are term limited under the TUUC by-laws. If you are
interested in one of these positions, we would simply like to know more or have a suggestion for someone we
should consider, please talk with, call or email a Nominating Committee member. Our contact information is in

the church directory. TUUC Nominating Committee: Jay Herzog, Peter Liveright, Jim McGovern, Karin
Symonds, and Linda Talley.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
President-elect: Chairs the Operations Team working with the Council heads to assure their
programmatic responsibilities are accomplished. Serves on the Board, working closely with the Board

President. This is a one year term followed by a second year as President.

Secretary: Takes minutes for Board meetings and Congregational meetings and assures timely posting of
same. This is a two year term.

14



Two Members-at-large: Represents the interests of the church as a whole in Board deliberations.

Serves on ad hoc committees appointed by the Board
goals for the church year. These positions are for two years.

OPERATIONS TEAM COUNCIL HEADS

Councils are clusters of committees grouped in accordance with common interests, similar tasks or related
activities. Elected council heads represent the interests and needs of the committees in their council at
mont hly Operations Team meetings. They provide adyv
needed and prepare and monitor budgets.

Finance Council Head: Focuses on the financial affairs of the church. Ensures leadership is in place

for the annual auction and stewardship campaigns and coordinates preparation of the annual operating
budget. This is a two year term.

Inner Life Council Head: Provides leadership for committees involved with the inner life of the church,

excluding religious exploration, such as the Caring, Fellowship and Membership committees and book groups.
This is a one year term.

House and Grounds Council Head: Provides oversight for the work of committees and volunteers

who assist in maintaining the church building and grounds. Works closely with the church administrator on
matters related to the chearreerthds property. This is a

Outreach Council Head: Expedites communication among those committees that focus on reaching

out to the world beyond TUUC, such as Social Action, Green Sanctuary, Gallery Unicorn and Denominational
Concerns. This is a two year term.

Communications Council Head: Coordinates and connects the internal and external

communications of the church with oversight responsibility for the Threshold, the Weekly News
web site. This is a two year term.

OTHER ELECTED OPEN POSITIONS

Moderator: Presides at Congregational meetings, abidngby Robert és Rul e stingthe Or
meeting. Appoints a recorder and parliamentarian for each meeting. This is a two year term.

Two Nominating Committee members: Supports leadership development at TUUC and recruits

members to serve in elected positions presenting a slate of candidates for the annual Congregational meeting
in June. This is a two year term.
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Endowment Committee: Provides oversight for TUUC®Hs
solicitation and receipt of contributions to the fund. This is a three year term. One opening needs to be filled.

Committee on Ministry Congregational Survey

We had very good participation with 183 members and friends taking the survey. Overall, you were quite
satisfied with most of the areas we surveyed. However, as one would expect with UUs, there was a wide
diversity of responses and we received many thoughtful and well considered comments.

The Committee on Ministry will be presenting the results of the survey at the Congregational Meeting in
January but here is some early information. Our Social Action and Music programs are particularly valued.
Most people attend and highly value the Sunday Services and belonging to a community that shares their
val ues. For the details and what wasn?otad tinetoedalyze the
data thoroughly.

We have about 50 pages of comments to sort through and organize. Thank you so much for this wealth of
information! We will summarize the comments for the presentation and pass on their sentiments to the
appropriate committees. Your information will be kept private and the comments will not have hames attached.

One area we that concerned us was the number of
insert items in the Threshold to make that information available so you will know. After all, 88.6% of you always
or usually read the newsletter.

Al t hough the survey is over, if you have concerns
with a member of the Committee on Ministries. That 6 s what wWeeGnmr mokihgefarveard fo amalyzing
the survey information and presenting it to you.

Spring Chalice Circles

Sign-ups for the spring semester of Chalice Circles (February to May) start in mid-January. Our current group
facilitators, Dick Scholle, Marcia Brooks and Carrie Landfried will be in the lobby with information and sign-up
sheets after the worship services on January 17, 24 and 31. Groups start meeting the week of February 1st.

So what IS a Chalice Circle? It is a group of six to ten participants who meet twice a month, engaging in a
combination of worship, fellowship, learning, and service. The circles typically meet at the church. Topics
discussed in past years include: the listening ear, congruence of belief and action, exploring non-violence, the
labels we carry, science versus religion, and what it means to be human. The circles covenant to meet with
each other for a certain number of sessions, and they commit to perform a service project of their choosing,
either for the church or the wider community.

16

en

Do



In addition to new Circle members, we are looking for co-facilitators for the spring. If you are interested in co-

facilitating a circle, or if you have any questions about co-facilitating, please contact us at
chalicecircles@towsonuuc.org.

Upcoming Events

MUDBOUND

ANITA GREGORY BOOK GROUP i TUESDAY, JANUARY 5@ 2 PM

Come join us for lively conversation with the Anita Gregory Book Group. Our next selection N LA
is Mudbound by Hillary Jordan, a gripping and exquisitely rendered story of forbidden love, @:f-‘) Ca® ?"
betrayal and struggle set against the brutality of the Jim Crow South. Any questions, “5“ ;03
contact Alice and Howard Gamse at information in the directory. [

EVENING BOOK GROUP i WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6 @ 7:30 PM

(s The Evening Book Group will meet to discuss The Elegance of the Hedgehog by the French
of the Hedyehog

novelist and professor of philosophy Muriel Barbery. A 54- year old concierge of an apartment
building and a precocious 12-year old girl are each intent on hiding their intelligence while
musing privately on art, philosophy, and life. What starts as a novel of the head becomes a
novel of the heart. All are welcome! Please call Mike Robinson at his number in the directory if
you have any questions.

AGING TOGETHER i TUESDAY, JANUARY 19 @ 12 NOON

This monthés topi c ilsdefinrtaicfiynign g¢ haen d\N eAw cYedfldmei:n g Our
welcome.

DINNERS AT HOME SATURDAY, JANUARY 30

You are invited attend or host one of the dinners in homes of TUUC members.
You will have a liberal dose of fellowship while enjoying good food. Choose to
be a host and decide how many guests you want to accommodate. Choose to
be a guest and prepare a dish for the meal. If you want to join us, please call
Linda Prause at the phone number in the directory or email her at
dinnersathome@towsonuuc.orqg. The deadline for signing up is Monday,
January 25.

17


mailto:dinnersathome@towsonuuc.org

TUUC FRIDAY CONCERT SERIES
PRESENTS LEA JONES AND FRIENDS

JANUARY 8

Lea Jones and Friends (formally The Swing States Road
Show) features Lea on guitar and vocals with John Seay -
on bass, Judith Geller on vocals, Seth Gibel on clarinet ‘
and vocals. | first heard this most talented group close a |
glorious day of music at the Senator Theater fundraiser.
Their multi part harmonies just blew me away and
reminded me of Manhattan Transfer and the Mamas &
Papas all rolled up into one. They sing songs of peace
love and understanding from Bob Wills to Bob Marley
and some originals.

The potluck dinner starts at 7 and the concert begins at 7:30. Send in advance payment for you and any
guests you would like to bring; please send a check (made payable to TUUC with "Friday Concert" listed in the
memo line) for $15 per person and have it postmarked no later than 1/4. If you prefer, you and your guests
may pay $20 per person at the door.

‘ JANUARY 2010 Calendar http://my.calendars.net/towsonuuc

Jan 2 Sat | Improv Group 10 AM

Jan 4 Mon | Handel Choir Rehearsal 61 10:15 PM
Mindful Way Meditation Group 7 PM
12 Step Meditation Program 7 PM
Chalice Circle 7:30 PM

Jan 5 Tue | Anita Gregory Book Group 2 PM
Rainbow Youth Alliance 7:30 PM
Drumming Circle 7:30 PM
Chalice Circle 7:30 PM
Operations Team Meeting 7:30 PM

Jan 6 Wed | Evening Book Group 7:30 PM
Chalice Circle Facilitators Meeting 7:30 PM

Jan 7 Thu | Chalice Circle 7:30 PM
Choir Rehearsal 7:30 PM

Jan 8 Fri Caring Committee 10 AM
TUUC House Concert 7 PM

Jan 9 Sat | Improv Group 10 AM

Jan 10 | Sun | 50" Anniversary Celebration Both Services
ACTC 10:30 AM
Unicorn Gallery Reception 21 4 PM

Jan 11 | Mon | Handel Choir Rehearsal 61 10:15 PM
Mindful Way Meditation Group 7 PM
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12 Step Meditation Program 7 PM
Jan 12 | Tue | Board of Trustees Meeting 7 PM
Jan 13 | Wed | Improv Group 7 PM
Jan 14 | Thu | Choir Rehearsal 7:30 PM
YRE Committee Meeting 7:30 PM
Jan 15 | Fri Menb6bs Breakfast Gr o|830AM
Friday Night Youth Drop-In 6 PM
Jan 16 | Sat | Work Party 9 AM
Improv Group 10 AM
Jan 17 | Sun | MIGH 3 PM
Jan 18 | Mon | HOLIDAY i Church Office Closed
Handel Choir Rehearsal 61 10:15 PM
Mindful Way Meditation Group 7 PM
12 Step Meditation Program 7 PM
Chalice Circle 7:30 PM
Jan 19 | Tue | Aging Together Noon
Drumming Circle 7:30 PM
Chalice Circle 7:30 PM
Rainbow Youth Alliance 7:30 PM
Jan 20 | Wed | Improv Group 7 PM
ARE Program 7:30 PM
Jan 21 | Thu | Choir Rehearsal 7:30 PM
Chalice Circle 7:30 PM
Jan 22 | Fri | ARE Friday Night Forum 7:30 PM
Jan 23 | Sat | Improv Group 10 AM
Jan 24 | Sun | Green Sanctuary Committee 10:30 AM
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 5 PM
Jan 25 | Mon | Handel Choir Rehearsal 61 10:15 PM
Mindful Way Meditation Group 7 PM
12 Step Meditation Program 7 PM
Jan 26 | Tue | PFLAG 7PM
Jan27 |[Wed | Womends Breakfast G|830AM
Improv Group 7 PM
ARE Program 7:30 PM
Jan 28 | Thu | Choir Rehearsal 7:30 PM
Jan 30 | Sat | ARE 10 AM1i1 3 PM
Improv Group 10 AM
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TOWSON UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
1710 Dulaney Valley Road
Lutherville, MD 210939705

Phone: 4168256045

Fax: 4108253427

Email: churchoffice@towsonuuc.org
Website: www.towsonuuc.org

Office Hours Monday- Friday, 9:30 AM- 3:30 PM

TheThresholds published monthly.
Januaryeditor: Susan Seim

Submissions for th&hresholdshould be sent by
midnighton the third Sunday of the month to:
news@towsonuuc.org

Dated Mailing: Please Expedite
Mailing Date: Monday, December 28009

Our Minister

Reverend Clare L. Petersberger
revclare@towsonuuc.org

Our Leadership

Board of Trustees:
President, Catherine Morris
PresidentElect, Mike Robinson
TreasurerPaul Konka
Secretary, Kay Terry
Trustees: Anita Cox,ois Hybl,
Melissa Reuland, Sue Shankroff
Operations Team:
PresidentElect,Mike Robinson
Communications Council, Susan Seim
Finance Council, Jason Braspennickx
House and Grounds Council, John Venables
Inner Life Council, Mimi Marks
Outreach Council, Bill & Salli Ward
Religious Education Council,
Adan Ayala
SundayServices Council, Tara Mcintyre

Nonprofit
Org

U.S. Postagd
PAID
Permit 127

Our Staff
Youth Religious Exploration Dector:

Joyce Duncan

tuucdre@towsonuuc.org
Music Director:

Joseph Gascho

music@towsonuuc.org
Church Administrator:

Mona Scott

churchoffice@towsonuuc.org
Administrative Assistant:

Nancy Hannah

assistant@towsonuuc.org
Bookkeeper:

Martha Clasby

bookkeepeamtowsonuuc.org
Pianist:

Ina Allen

piano@towsonuuc.org
Custodian:

Joseph Ellis
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