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I only want the world for Christmas 

the blue green forever turning world for Christmas 

nothing more nothing less I want it for keeps and I promise to 

share so that everyone who wants can cuddle and care. 

---The World For Christmas, The Real Group 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS – CALL TO WORSHIP 

 
WELCOME                                               Rev. Clare Petersberger 
 
PRELUDE  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear  
          Edmund Sears/R. W. Storrs 
     Emma Balkoski, voice; Tracy Hall, piano 
 
CHALICE LIGHTING (read responsively)        Rev. Lois Van Leer 
 

We light this chalice for love’s pure light. 

In this night  
 

     LET SOMETHING BE BORN IN US 

     THAT HEALS ALL BROKENNESS 
 

That does not bow down to hatred and fear  
 

    BUT RATHER MEETS THEM GENTLY 

    AND OFFERS THEM LOVE. 

    LET US CHOOSE ALL THE GIFTS OF LIFE 

    WE ARE OFFERED. 

 

Tonight is about the impossible 
          (over) 

      BUT NO MORE SO THAN ANY OTHER IMPOSSIBILITY 



      THAT FILLS OUR DAYS. 

 

So let us embrace a story, a myth 
 

    IF FOR A MOMENT 

    LET US BE CARRIED AWAY IN ITS ARMS 

    HELD TENDERLY, ROCKED, COMFORTED. 

 

This night, may these stories transform our hearts 
 

     THAT WE MAY BECOME 

     JOY, HOPE, LOVE, PEACE. 

 
The Nativity:  A Participatory Pageant For All 
                                                                 written by Norman Allen  
 

HYMN O Come All Ye Faithful    John Francis Wade 

 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

Refrain: 
O come, let us adore him (3 times), 

Christ the Lord. 

  

Lo, humble shepherds, hasting to his cradle, 

leaving their flocks in the fields, draw near. 

We, too, with gladness, thither bend our footsteps 

https://www.uua.org/offices/people/norman-allen


Refrain 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest, 

Refrain 

 

SCENE ONE “What's up with that?” 

 

HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem  

   Lewis Redner/Phillips Brooks 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light, 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth. 
Let praises ring: from God they bring goodwill to all on earth. 
  
How silently, how silently the wonder is made known, 
when God imparts to human hearts the gift that is our own. 
No ear may hear that coming, but in this worldly din, 
when souls are truly humble, then the dear babe rests within. 
 

SCENE TWO “You try it!” 

 

HYMN The First Nowell   William Sandy/John Stainer 



        

The first Nowell the angel did say  
was to certain poor shepherds, in fields as they lay,  
in fields where they lay keeping sheep,  
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the king of Israel. 
 
They looked up and saw a star,  
shining in the east beyond them far, 
and to the earth it gave great light,  
and so it continued both day and night. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the king of Israel. 
 
And by the light of that same star, 
three magi came from country far 
to seek a king was their intent 
and to follow the star wherever it went. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the king of Israel. 

 

SCENE THREE “What's that noise?” 

 

HYMN Go Tell It on the Mountain!   African-American Spiritual 

 

Refrain: 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 
Over the hills and everywhere 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 
That Jesus Christ is born. 
 
While shepherds kept their watching 
Over silent flocks by night 



Behold throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light. 
 

Refrain 
 
The shepherds feared and trembled, 
When lo! above the earth, 
Rang out the angels chorus 
That hailed the Savior’s birth. 
 

Refrain 
 
 
OFFERTORY   Away in a Manger    Traditional 

Emma Balkoski, voice; Tracy Hall, piano 
  

SCENE FOUR “Talking with angels" 

 

DANCE  Angels’ Allelulia                          Tracy Hall 

     Dance led by Joyce Duncan and Tom Zeller               

(All angels who would like to wing their way to Bethlehem are 
invited to gather up front for a dance, and those who would like to 
sing can join in.) 

 Way up high...high in the sky… 

    Angels are singing to you and to me: 

 “Don’t be afraid!  Hear us today! 

 Good news is coming your way. 

 Go see the baby...lying in a manger.   (over) 

 Glory to God. Alleluia! 

 Peace on Earth.  Celebrate this birth. 



 Glory to to God, Alleluia.” 

 

HYMN  Angels We Have Heard on High  

French Traditional/Earl Marlatt 

Angels we have heard on high 

sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply 

echoing their joyous strains.  

Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why these songs of happy cheer? 

What great brightness did you see? 

What glad tidings did you hear? 

Refrain 

 

See him in a manger laid 
whom the angels praise above; 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
while we raise our hearts in love. 
 

Refrain 

 

SCENE FIVE “Hearts full of love” 

 



HOMILY Our Christmas Pageant on This Silent Night 

                                                                  Rev. Clare Petersberger 
 
CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY 

(Our candle lighters will now come forward.  You are invited to 

join in singing “Silent Night.”  Please carefully receive the gift of 

light from another and pass it on.) 

 

HYMN   Silent Night                Joseph Mohr/Franz Gruber 

             Tom Zeller, guitar 

              
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child, 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia,” 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night, child of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

CLOSING WORDS                                   Rev. Clare Petersberger 
 
POSTLUDE Joy to the World                 G.F. Handel/Isaac Watts 

 

Joy to the world!  
The Word is come: 



Let earth with praises ring. 
Let every heart prepare a room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
  

 
Joy to the earth!  
Now gladness reigns: 
let hearts their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat  
the sounding joy. 
 
HEARTFELT THANKS to the participants in our  
Christmas Eve service: Danny Iachan, Sue Royer, Leah Balkoski, 
Rufus Roundy, and Ellie Hughes.  And thank YOU for your 
participation in whatever role(s) you choose! 
 

GO NOW IN PEACE 

 

Welcome to our Christmas Eve candlelight service! 

    

Before leaving the meeting room, please extinguish your 

candle.  You may take it home with you and light it again at 

some appropriate time during your own holiday celebration---

thus carrying the light from here out into the world. 

       

Tonight’s offering will support our community partners and 

our Unitarian Universalist partners.  TUUC has committed 



financial support to The Assistance Center of Towson 

Churches to feed people who are hungry; to Earl’s Place to 

house men healing from addictions and to Prospect Place to 

provide affordable housing; to Mentoring Male Teens In The 

Hood to educate young people to the world beyond their 

neighborhoods; to Out For Justice to work on criminal 

justice reform; to Helping People Help Themselves---Join 

Earth Sustainability Initiatives (ESI) to provide green jobs; to 

Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice and the Unitarian 

Universalist Legislative Ministry of Maryland to advocate for 

justice through public policy; and to Standing on the side of 

Love (SSL) to work for immigration reform.  For better 

bookkeeping, please make checks payable to TUUC with 

“Christmas offering” in the memo line. 

 

The TUUC Staff:  Kai Aiyetoro, Mary Kay Baker,  

Joyce Duncan, Tracy Hall, Nancy Hannah, and  

The Reverend Clare Petersberger wish you and yours happy 

holidays! 

 

 

 
UU PRINCIPLES 

IN A LANGUAGE THAT 



CHILDREN CAN UNDERSTAND 
Adapted by Helena Chapin 

and Mary Anne Moore 
 

WE BELIEVE 
 

That every person is important 
 

That all people should be treated  
fairly and kindly 

 

That we should accept one another 
and keep on learning together 

 

That each person must be free to 
search for what is right in life 

 

That all persons should have a vote 
about the things that concern them 

 

In working for a peaceful, 
fair, and free world 

 

In caring for our planet Earth, 
  the home we share with all living things 
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