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Open Minds… 
 
COMMUNITY DIALOGUE THIS SUNDAY! 

 
 
 
Members and friends of TUUC 
are invited to stay for lunch 
after worship prior to 
attending the Dialogue. A 
donation of $10 is requested. 
Please RSVP to Monica or 
socialaction@towsonuuc.org   
if you would like to remain for 
lunch so we have an accurate 
count.  Our TUUC Youth Group 
will be preparing lunch. 
(See below) 

 

 
 

 

BREAKFAST BURRITOS! 
You are invited to support our teens this Sunday, November 12, by enjoying delicious breakfast 
burritos that our teens have prepared for you. 
 

Three varieties (bacon, sausage, or no meat) will be available for donation and will include fruit 
salad and a cookie for a complete meal. You can eat these at TUUC or take them away. 
 

Funds raised will support the YRUU group service trip to West Virginia to work on housing 
improvements. 
 

Thank you for supporting our teens! 
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CLARE’S COLLOQUY 

 

Our spiritual question for November is, “What does it mean to be people of abundance?”  The 
Latin root of the word “abundance” means “to come from the waves” or “to come from the 
sea.”  Reading this me reminded me of Robert Weston’s wonderful poem “Out Of the Stars 
Have We Come” and these verses: 
 

“Ponder this thing in your heart, 
life up from sea: 
Eyes to behold, throats to sing, 
mates to love. 
 

Life from the sea, warmed by sun, 
washed by rain, 
life from within, giving birth, 
rose to love.” 
 

Etymologically, we are all people of abundance---all originating from the waves, from the sea, to 
love and be loved.   
 

Gradually the word “abundance” took on the meaning of “overflowing.”  What is spiritually 
overflowing in your life right now?  For what are you grateful this year? 
 

This particular November, I give thanks for the perseverance of this congregation in proclaiming 
the message “Black Lives Matter as an expression of our collective commitment to racial justice-
--even when the banners were vandalized ten times. 
 

Tuesday evening, members of the TUUC A Dialogue on Race and Ethnicity Task Force met to 
prepare for our congregation’s dialogue with the wider community  about why we installed the 
banners from 2-4 this coming Sunday, November 12.  Our Youth Group is preparing breakfast 
burritos to nourish our bodies.  J.C. Faulk of Circles of Voices will help to facilitate our dialogue 
and has prepared heart-centered questions.  Some of our guests will include members of 
neighboring congregations, students from Towson University and Morgan State, and neighbors 
who drive down Dulaney Valley Road.  Childcare will be provided.  Plan to be part of the 
conversation! 
 

What does it mean to be people of abundance?  Robert Weston offered this image: 
 

“This is the marvel of life, 
rising to see and to know; 
Out of your heart, cry wonder: 
sing that we live.” 
 
 
 
 
 



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2017 

 

SUNDAY SERVICE           November 12, 2017        TWO SERVICES @ 9:30 and 11:15 AM  
Remember That You Are This Universe and That This Universe Is You 
Rev. Clare Petersberger, David Toia and Justina Wiggins and their families 
This morning we have the honor of dedicating Greyson Toia in the 11:15 worship service.  Joy 
Harjo’s poem, “Remember,” is one of the readings his parents chose (and it will be included in 
first service, too!)  Harjo’s poem raises the question of what memories we want to pass on to 
our children as part of forming their identity.   
What memories will you want Grey to know about you?  What experiences with Grey (and other 
children in our congregation) do you expect they will remember?  Most of us hope for an 
abundance of caring relationships and sustaining memories.  And part of the mission of our 
congregation is to remember for us even when we are no longer here. 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION SESSION, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12  
Are you interested in deepening your relationship with Towson Unitarian Universalist 
Church?  Once a month, the Membership Committee offers a one-hour session on membership 
in a Unitarian Universalist congregation, which includes a brief discussion of UU theology and 
history and a light lunch.  November's session is this Sunday, November 12, in Room 1.  It will 
start at 12:45 PM and conclude in time for the community dialogue at 2 PM.  If you are 
interested in attending, please contact Karyn Marsh at membership@towsonuuc.org  .  If you 
are unable to attend this Sunday's session, the next information session will be December 10  
at the same time. 
 
GREEN SANCTUARY 
Fair Trade Coffee and Chocolate Sale, November 12 
Stop by the Green Sanctuary Committee's table in the lobby on November 12 to purchase 
organic, fair trade coffee (regular and decaf), chocolate (large bars and minis), cashews, and 
snack bars.  Your purchases support fair compensation and sustainable farming and directly 
fund the fair trade coffee served during Sunday coffee hour.  
 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
The next Social Action Committee Meeting will be this Sunday, November 12, (2nd Sunday of 
month), immediately after the 9:30 service, between 10:15 and 10:30, in Room 1.  An agenda 
will be sent to members.  All are welcome. 

 

IT’S ALMOST AUCTION TIME – SATURDAY NOVEMBER 18  
 

Are you having fun looking through all the wonderful offerings in the 
Auction 2017 booklet?  The booklet was emailed to members and 
friends on November 2 and can also be found on the TUUC website.  If 
you would like a printed copy, just stop by the Auction Table after 
Sunday services this week. And by the way, we’re still welcoming 
donations and will include them in an addendum to the Auction booklet 
if you have a last-minute idea.  

mailto:membership@towsonuuc.org


An easy way to support the Auction is to buy raffle tickets which will be sold at the Auction on 
November 18th, and during coffee hour this Sunday. Unlike any other raffle, sweepstakes or 
lottery, the amount TUUC receives from ticket sales is very comparable to the value of the prizes 
being awarded. This makes your purchase of Auction Raffle Tickets a good bet as well as a great 
investment in TUUC.  You don’t have to be present to win but we hope to see you at the Auction 
for the drawings. 
 

Start planning what delicious food you can bring to the Auction potluck which starts at 5 PM.  
And if you have donations for the silent auction tables drop them off at TUUC next week during 
church office hours (10 AM - 3 PM) or on Auction day, Saturday November 18 between  
10 AM and 2 PM.   
 

Remember, if you cannot be there on Auction night, but would like to bid on an item, you can 
email auction@towsonuuc.org  to request a “proxy bidder” to bid for you. 
 

The TUUC Auction is fun, food-filled and family-friendly (child care will be provided), and a very 
important fundraising event. Thanks for your support in making it a success.     
           --Your 2017 Auction Team 
NEED AUCTION CHILD CARE? 
If you need child care during the Auction, please inform the church office (410-825-6045), or tell 
us at the Donation Table during this Sunday’s coffee hours.  Be sure to provide your children’s 
names and ages. 
 

MORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
We are seeking volunteers to serve as proxy bidders for those who want to bid on particular 
items but cannot attend.  We would also appreciate several additional volunteer bartenders 
(beer and wine only) to spell our current volunteers. You can sign up at the Donation Table or  
e-mail Auction@towsonuuc.org .  Thank you!   
 

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 

 

Youth Religious Exploration classes will start upstairs for the first portion of the service, after 
which groups will gather up front and then be sung out to classrooms on the lower level.  
 

K/1st Grades  Creating Home Session 2   
The chalice is discussed in detail, including the sacred circles that surround the chalice.  
The session also introduces the hymn "Spirit of Life" as a symbol of Unitarian Universalist 
communities. The children will work to design their own symbol to represent their own faith. 
Exploring symbols of faith helps children develop the ability to articulate and define what  
they believe.  

 

2nd/3rd Grades Timeless Themes #9 Joseph and His Brothers   
In this session, children will become familiar with the story of Joseph and his brothers., talk 
about jealousy and envy, and consider the issue of favoritism. One activity is making a special 
coat, then talking about how it feels to be chosen to wear it, or not chosen to wear it.  
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4th/5th Grades Bibleodeon #7   
This session presents the biblical story of Jacob, a complicated figure who raises questions about 
ethics and blessings.  Participants consider whether and why God might bless certain people, 
and explore the blessings in their own lives. 
 

6th/7th Grades Crossing Paths Summit Sunday  
This group will be visiting a place of worship today. Please meet us at 10:30 AM at Towson UU 
Church to carpool to Grace Fellowship. Families are welcome to come with your child if you 
would like to. Thanks for the class members and teachers who shared the story of the Good 
Steelers Fan last Sunday! Reminders to parents: child should dress appropriately, bring small 
amount for the offering plate if you desire, and arrive on time! The class should be back right 
around our usual end time of 12:30 PM. 
 

8th /9th Grades Our Whole Lives  
Two sessions will be covered during the overnight planned for Friday night to Saturday AM; 
Sunday morning class members will have NO OWL session but are invited to attend the service 
upstairs.  
 

YRUU (10th -12th Grades) The group met with Jasmine Faelyn, president of the TUUC board, last 
week, and also discussed plans for participating in the December 17 multigenerational solstice 
service. The group meets for burrito making on Friday, November 10, 7 to 8:30 PM at the home 
of the DRE and youth advisor Tom Zeller. 

 

YRE ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2017    11:15 AM     
(Children/Teachers) 
 

Nursery K - 1st 2nd - 3rd 4th - 5th 6th- 7th 7th- 8th (OWL) YRUU TOTAL CHILDREN 
5 5/2 8/2 9/2 7/3 12/3 3/2 49 

 

Goucher UU 8 PM at Goucher 0/1 
 

PREPARATION FOR COMMUNITY DIALOGUE 

 

Our community dialogue scheduled for November 12 (2-4 PM) is a great opportunity for us to 
have a conversation with people in our community who have a variety of different perspectives 
on Black Lives Matter and white supremacy.  If we can do this right, we have the possibility of 
making an impact and learning from others, too.  If we try to follow some basic rules for having 
difficult conversations I think we will be more successful.  Last weekend I was listening to the 
TED Radio Hour on NPR and happened to hear a great interview with Celeste Headlee, host of 
On Second Thought on Georgia Public Radio, and author of We Need to Talk.  My immediate 
response was, “Wow!  These are great ideas that we could use to help us with our discussion on 
the12th.” I recommend watching her TED Talk “10 ways to have a better conversation.”  Her 
ideas have really helped me to think about the best way to approach this discussion. Here is the 
link to her talk: 
 

https://www.ted.com/talks/celeste_headlee_10_ways_to_have_a_better_conversation 

https://www.ted.com/talks/celeste_headlee_10_ways_to_have_a_better_conversation


In her interview on the TED Radio Hour last weekend, and she made a lot of points that I think 
are very pertinent to the conversation we are planning to have. If you want to listen, here is the 
link: http://www.npr.org/programs/ted-radio-hour/ 
 

Also found at the link is the interview with Megan Phelps-Roper, media activist and former 
member of Westboro Baptist Church (website: godhatesfags.com).  Even though the specifics of 
her situation are different, we can learn about what kinds of dialogue caused her to rethink her 
beliefs and eventually shift completely.  
 

Both of these interviews were on the TED Radio Hour on Dialogue and Exchange.  Three other 
people were interviewed.  You might want to listen to the whole show. 
 

I will be leading a discussion about this topic at our ADORE Action Group meeting on Tuesday, 
November 7 (7:30-9:00). You are welcome to join us. 
 

I hope all of you find these ideas as helpful as I have. Monica Sweidel 
 

NOTES FROM THE BOARD 

 

This week I met with my new insurance agent whose office is located in a building which once 
was a Methodist church on Allegany Avenue in Towson. For long-time members of TUUC, you 
will know immediately that I'm talking about the space where our own congregation first set up 
shop. The church was sold to the Towson Women's Club, from whom TUUC rented space for 
Sunday services until enough money was saved to erect our own building here on  
Dulaney Valley Road.   

 

Looking around that space (with its beautiful stained glass windows intact) as I waited for the 
agent, I couldn't help thinking about that brave band of our founders who mustered the courage 
to leave First UU downtown, in part because they felt the church should be more inclusive to all 
people.  The events occurring during the Sixties' civil rights battles inspired our early members.   
 

Here we are in 2017, still fighting the same battles, as witness the problems with our  
Black Lives Matter banners.  It took courage to stand up for what we believe, and once we had 
decided to take that stand, there was no going back.  

 

If it was right when we voted to put up the banner, then it is even more right to maintain it 
despite the abuse it, and we by extension, suffers each time it's torn down.  October's theme 
was courage, and we are living that courage when we continue the church's reach for justice  
for all. 

 

(By the way, the insurance agent turned out to be a former member of this church 
whom some of you will remember – Art London.  He sends his good wishes.) 
 

Submitted by Sue Walker 
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Loving Hearts 
 

AGING TOGETHER  
Tuesday November 14  1- 2: 15 ish 
Please note that we have changed our start-time; it's now at 1 PM instead of 2PM.  
 

FRIENDSHIP  
Albert Camus said 'Don't walk behind me. I may not lead. Don't walk in front of me. I may not 
follow. Just walk beside me and be my friend.'  
 

 What roles in our lives do friends play in our senior years? Do we view friendship 
differently from when we were younger?  

 

 Are most of our friends also seniors? 
 

 If you live with someone, is there friction related to each other’s friends?  
 

 How many of your friends or your partner’s friends are of the opposite sex and has that 
ever created friction between you? 

 

 What makes a good friend good? Are you a good friend? 
 

 What needs do our friends fulfill? What needs do you fulfill for them? 
 

 In recent years, have you ever had to end a friendship and if so, have you ever regretted 
that?  

 

 What would you tell a young person – perhaps your younger self - about friendship?   
 
We're friendly & we welcome visitors. Contact:  Carol Mason [in Directory] 
 

Helping Hands… 
 

ACTC 
The shelves are bare at ACTC. Donations of canned vegetables, meat, tuna, soup and macaroni 
and cheese would be appreciated. Also, please continue to donate plastic bags (we use 200/wk) 

 

ACTC THANKSGIVING COLLECTION 
We are again collecting Thanksgiving baskets for the Assistance Center of Towson Churches 
(ACTC). A signup sheet and instructions are on the Social Action table. As in past years you can 
pack your own bag or purchase packed bags at area supermarkets. Cash donations are also 
welcome. Contact: Herb Shankroff. 
 

NEW OPTION FOR THANKSGIVING BASKETS 
This year we have three grocery stores participating in the ACTC Thanksgiving Basket Drive.  
Hopefully, this will make it easier for more people to participate.  All bags will be packed in 
advance at each of the stores listed and can be picked up at the Customer Service counter for 



(See Below).  This also includes a re-usable bag.  If you are picking up multiple bags, please call 
in advance. 
 

Giant Supermarket (Across from the fairgrounds) 
2145 York Rd.,   
Timonium, MD   
410 308-3868  
Monique LaFavors       $24.00* 
 

Giant Supermarket (across from the Drumcastle Center) 
6340 York Rd., Baltimore, MD  21212 
410-377-2673  
Judy Simon, Manager       $24.00* 

 

ShopRite  
37 Aylesbury, Rd., Timonium, MD  21093 
410-308-8700  
Steve Starzynski – Manager     24.00 
 

Bags will be available as of November 1st, 2017. Once you pick up your basket or baskets,  
you can bring them to your church to be delivered on  Wednesday, November 15;  
Thursday, November 16; and Friday, November 17 between 10 AM and 3 PM.   If you are 
ordering many baskets you should pre-order them for pick-up on one of the delivery dates and 
take them directly to Trinity Episcopal Church to avoid the extra hassle. 
 

*Prices will be adjusted when items are on sale.  Bags could be as low as $21.00. 

 

BLOOD DRIVE 
Working with the American Red Cross, we've scheduled Saturday, December 2, 2017 for the 
next TUUC Blood Drive. With December 2nd coming up fast, please check your calendar and 
consider donating blood at our drive. When you see our appointment sign-up sheet in the 
church lobby (it'll be there soon), so please stop by and select an appointment time between 
9:00 AM and 2:30 PM on December 2nd. Contact Clare Flynn-Avallone or Barry Marsh if you 
have any questions. Give the Gift of Life - Give Blood! 

 

FEEDING THE HUNGRY  
 
Please plan ahead! We are entering the very busy holiday 
season, and December has a 5th Saturday. This means that 
the TUUC community has pledged to donate AT LEAST 60 
casserole to feed the hungry at Our Daily Bread soup 
kitchen.  ODB serves a HOT meal to the guests every day. 
Plan NOW to make, buy or donate $10 for a casserole to be 
bought in your name. Sign up on the poster in the lobby. 
Casseroles are due by December 30. 
 



SOCIAL ACTION  
 

UNITED MINISTRIES  
Earl’s Place and Prospect Place  
You can find information about how TUUC members are making a difference on our 
website www.umhousing.org . Donations from our wish list are always appreciated, especially 
toiletries, paper towels and toilet paper, laundry detergent, twin size sheets and 
blankets.  On behalf of all us at Earl’s Place and Prospect Place, thank you.  

 

Sheila Helgerson, Executive Director United Ministries, Inc.1400 E. Lombard Street Baltimore, 
Maryland 21231   410-522-0225 

 

NOTICES 

 

BALTIMORE TRANSGENDER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
You are invited to honor the Transgender Day of Remembrance from Noon to 1 PM on 
November 20 at First Unitarian Universalist Church of Baltimore (located at the corner of 
Charles and Franklin.)  This will be a quiet and meditative service with a special message by  
Rev. Merrick Moses of the Urban Monastic Community of St. Benedict.  At 5:30 PM, the 
Baltimore Transgender Alliance will sponsor a rally at the Ynot Lot at 1904 N. Charles Street 
followed by a march to the 2640 Space. They will hold a program of transgender speakers and 
poets at 2640 St. Paul Street, followed by a community dinner. 
 

DONATE A NEW HYMNAL 
TUUC is always in need of new hymnals, especially the Teal-colored, soft cover edition. Here is 
your opportunity to remember a loved one and support the church in a special way. Please see 
the form printed at the end of this newsletter and respond accordingly. Thank you! 
 

DRUM CIRCLE 
Join us for the fun and spirit of drum circle this Saturday, November 11, at 7 PM.  Bring a drum if 
you have one, but if not, bring yourself!   
 

GALLERY UNICORN 
What? NO ART! Blank Walls?  The sanctuary walls could be blank starting next June. After what 
will be eight years in June, 2018, Emily will be resigning as curator for Gallery Unicorn. She has 
been actively searching for a person or persons to take on this role so that Gallery Unicorn can 
continue to exhibit a variety of awesome artistic works for the benefit of all. Gallery Unicorn is 
also a fund raiser as 25% of all sales go the church. This is a pro bono position and we invite all 
interested persons to contact the church office where they can also find a job description. 

 

Gallery unicorn is pleased to host an exhibition of paintings and drawings, Spiritual Journeys, by 
artist Don Sinish.  The show will run through December 3, 2017.  Gallery hours are 10:30 AM to 3 
PM, Monday - Friday. Weekends by appointment.  410-825-6045. 
 

Our thanks to Dianne and Dorothy Hosmer and Kai Aiyetoro for assistance with announcements, 
to Carol Horst for assistance with the reception, and to the artist for helping to hang the show.  

http://www.umhousing.org/
http://www.umhousing.org/Wish%20List.htm
tel:(410)%20522-0225


 

NOVEMBER 26TH TOWN HALL MEETING! 
All are invited to attend a TUUC Town Hall meeting at after the single worship service on 
11/26/2017 at 11:45 AM.  Agenda items include a financial update and a discussion of the goals 
and tasks listed in the 3 year rolling plan developed by the Board in August 2017. 
 

NOVEMBER WORK PARTY 
November 18 (3rd Saturday of every month) 9 AM to 12 PM Rain or Shine 
Help improve and maintain our spiritual home.  Indoor and outdoor activities for every skill and 
fitness level. Please contact Todd Robertson at houseandgrounds@towsonuuc.org . 
 
USHER ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2017 
 

Date Time Adults Choir Lounge Total Visitors 
Total 

11/05/2017 9:30 am 28 2 3 33 ↓ 

11/05/2017 11:15 am 127 0 6 133 4 

 
ONGOING & UPCOMING 

 

SUNDAY SERVICE – November 19, 2017 @ 9:30 and 11:15 AM     
If It Moved, I Bowed To It 
Rev. Clare Petersberger, Sheila Helgerson, and residents of Earl's place 
When Jack Kornfield was a novice monk at a Buddhist monastery in Thailand, he was instructed 
to bow to his elders.  These included all in the community who had become monks before him---
even if they were younger than he was and had become an official monk the day before!  At 
first, Kornfield resented this practice.  Then he realized this practice helped him to find the 
abundance of life in everything around him.  He said, “If it moved, I bowed to it.”  What would 
such a practice reveal in your own life?  On this Sunday following our annual People-to-People 
auction, preceding Thanksgiving, and as we launch our Earl's Place Adopt a Resident Holiday Gift 
Giving program, we celebrate the relationship between gratitude and abundance.   

 

ETHNIC LUNCH – Wednesday, November 15 @12:30 PM 
Join us to try the best of local ethnic food at 12:30 on Wednesday, November 15 at Café Spice 
(Indian), 10540 York Road, Cockeysville, MD 21030.  (410) 891-8740                                   
 

All are welcome; however, sign ups to Ethniclunch@towsonuuc.org  by Friday, November 10, 
are a must so we can be sure to have a large enough table to accommodate the group. 
 

Our group will soon be putting together a 2018 calendar of lunches, so please send your 
suggestions for ethnic restaurants that serve lunch to ethniclunch@towsonuuc.org   as well. 
 

Hope to see you there! Janet Kuperstein and Liz Van Wye 
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EVENING BOOK GROUP – Wednesday, December 6 @ 7:30 PM 
We will meet downstairs to discuss Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (336 pages), 
Maryland Humanities' "One Maryland One Book" for 2017.  A powerful coming-of-age novel set 
in Nigeria that explores the theme of home and belonging, along with resonant themes like faith, 
family, and freedom. (The book for January 3 is Tortilla Curtain by T.C. Boyle (372 pages)).  
All are welcome to join the discussion.  If questions, contact Carel Hedlund (info in directory).  
 

 

TUUC values the internet privacy of our members, so we do not publish emails or telephone 

numbers in our newsletter.  If you are a member, please consult the online Fellowship One 

program for those details about a member, or contact the office during weekly hours to obtain 

the necessary number or email.  Thank you for understanding our efforts to safeguard your 

information. 

 

 

 

 


