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TUUC’S AUCTION IS HERE!! 
 
 

Come join the fun Saturday, November 18 at TUUC’s annual People-to-
People Auction. Auction evening starts at 5 PM with a potluck supper.  
Bring your auction booklet and some food to share and come browse 
the sign-up events and silent auction tables.  The children’s raffle is at 
5:45 followed by the live auction which starts at 6 PM.  Child care will 
be provided.   
 

If you have donations for the silent auction please drop them off at TUUC between 10 AM and 2 
PM on November 18.   

 

Raffle tickets can still be purchased the night of the auction.  And with more than $1000 of gift 
cards donated for raffle prizes you won’t want to miss out.   
 

Remember, if you cannot be there on Auction night, but would like to bid on an item, you can 
email auction@towsonuuc.org  to request a “proxy bidder” to bid for you. 
 

Thanks to all of you who have donated to, worked on, and will attend the Auction. This is 
TUUC’s most important fundraiser with all proceeds going to this year’s operating budget.  So 
come eat some good food, share a fun time and support your church home.  We’re counting on 
you.  Thanks – Dan Alper and the 2017 TUUC Auction Team 
 

Open Minds… 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2017 

 

SUNDAY SERVICE           November 19, 2017        TWO SERVICES @ 9:30 and 11:15 AM  
If It Moved, I Bowed to It Rev. Clare Petersberger, Sheila Helgerson, residents of Earl's place 
When Jack Kornfield was a novice monk at a Buddhist monastery in Thailand, he was instructed 
to bow to his elders.  These included all in the community who had become monks before him---
even if they were younger than he was and had become an official monk the day before!  At 
first, Kornfield resented this practice.  Then he realized this practice helped him to find the 
abundance of life in everything around him.  He said, “If it moved, I bowed to it.”  What would 
such a practice reveal in your own life?  On this Sunday following our annual People-to-People 
auction, preceding Thanksgiving, and as we launch our Earl's Place Adopt a Resident Holiday Gift 
Giving program, we celebrate the relationship between gratitude and abundance.   

mailto:auction@towsonuuc.org


YOUTH RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 

 

THIS SUNDAY, YRE CLASSES ARE LEARNING AND PRACTICING ABUNDANCE! 
After starting out upstairs, each class will hear a story about a community coming together to 
share their abundance. 
 

We intend to prepare two different soups and various baked items. 
 

We invite you to join us after the service in the upstairs foyer to taste what each class has 
prepared.  
 

Please pass on your thanks to any of the teachers or class members that you see. 
 

Each item will be labeled with ingredients in case that is a concern. 
 

The OWL class had last Sunday off, after their overnight. This class will meet at the usual time of 
11 AM and will be doing a sessions from the Our Whole Lives sexuality education curriculum. 
 

Hope to see you this Sunday at our Stone Soup Abundance party. 
 

YRE ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2017    11:15 AM     
(Children/Teachers) 
 

Nursery K - 1st 2nd - 3rd 4th - 5th 6th- 7th 7th- 8th (OWL) YRUU TOTAL CHILDREN 

4 4/2 7/2 7/1 6/3 9/3 4/2 41 
 

Goucher UU 8 PM at Goucher 2/1 
 

SEE YOU AT THE AUCTION! 

 

This Saturday, November 18 is a special day: TUUC’s annual gathering for the social event of our 
year, the fundraising auction.  This year’s theme is “Let’s Band Together” and it promises to be a 
great night.  

 

Every year people tell me that they don’t plan on coming to the auction because they don’t 
think they can afford any of the auction offerings.  That may be true (although there are 
bargains to be found every year), but more importantly, the auction is more than what anyone 
might find to buy.  The annual auction is one of TUUC’s biggest social events.  It provides an 
opportunity to see the people that you never see because they go to a different service, to greet 
old friends and to meet new ones.   
 

Before the auction is a potluck dinner (starting at 5 PM) which always offers a surprising array of 
food, and the auction itself is fun.  And it is even more fun the more people there are in the 
room.  There is something about a full house that just increases the energy of the bidding and 
tracking what is being bought.   

 

So come to the auction, enjoy dinner and good fellowship.  Who knows…on Saturday, 
November 18, a single raffle ticket can bring a surprise!   

 



NOTES FROM THE BOARD 

 

Last week I met with my new insurance agent whose office is located in a building which once 
was a Methodist church on Allegany Avenue in Towson. For long-time members of TUUC, you 
will know immediately that I'm talking about the space where our own congregation first set up 
shop. The church was sold to the Towson Women's Club, from whom TUUC rented space for 
Sunday services until enough money was saved to erect our own building here on  
Dulaney Valley Road.   

 

Looking around that space (with its beautiful stained glass windows intact) as I waited for the 
agent, I couldn't help thinking about that brave band of our founders who mustered the courage 
to leave First UU downtown, in part because they felt the church should be more inclusive to all 
people.  The events occurring during the Sixties' civil rights battles inspired our early members.   
 

Here we are in 2017, still fighting the same battles, as witness the problems with our  
Black Lives Matter banners.  It took courage to stand up for what we believe, and once we had 
decided to take that stand, there was no going back.  

 

If it was right when we voted to put up the banner, then it is even more right to maintain it 
despite the abuse it, and we by extension, suffers each time it's torn down.  October's theme 
was courage, and we are living that courage when we continue the church's reach for justice  
for all. 

 

(By the way, the insurance agent turned out to be a former member of this church 
whom some of you will remember – Art London.  He sends his good wishes.) 
 

Submitted by Sue Walker 
 

Loving Hearts 
 
IN CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF CHARLIE CULBERTSON 
We regret to inform you of the death of Charlie Culbertson on November 5, 2017.  Charlie and 
his wife, Ellen, became members of our congregation in 1965.  Charlie, a Westinghouse 
engineer, served as President of The Towson Unitarian Universalist Church from 1973-1975 and 
then again from 1999-2000.   

 

His leadership extended to the wider community.  In 2011 he was recognized by the Southland 
Hills Community Organization for his service to the neighborhood.  And he helped to found 
LegiCUUM, the predecessor to the UU Legislative Ministries of Maryland which brought 
together Unitarian Universalists from across the state to work together on advancing moral 
issues through the legislative process.   
 

Charlie was a lifelong political activist who advocated for children and seniors and lobbied for 
health care for all.   

 

 



Many of us remember Charlie's sparkling eyes, wide smile, and energetic commitment to 
making the world a better place.  He was a gentle man and a gentleman who knew how to get 
things done.  He said "I see great possibilities when those concerned about the community 
come together.  You have to know how to compromise."  Charlie's vision, leadership, and 
understanding of what it takes to make democracy work will be greatly missed.  
 

A celebration of life for Charlie will be held at TUUC on January 6, 2018 at 2 PM.   Donations in 
memory of Charlie may be made to the Assistance Center of Towson Churches.  Cards of 
condolence may be sent to Ellen Culbertson at 4 Bedwell Court, Lutherville-Timonium, 21093. 

 

NOVEMBER 12 COMMUNITY DIALOGUE 
Heartfelt thanks to the close to eighty people who participated in our community dialogue on 
our Black Lives Matter banners on the afternoon of November 12. 
 

We arrived with different expectations.   
 

Some thought that we were going to revisit the congregation’s vote to hang Black Lives Matter 
banners and perhaps come to consensus on new wording for the banners.  But our purpose for 
this community meeting was to share why we hung the banners and receive feedback in the 
form of dialogue.   Our co-facilitator, J. C. Faulk, had an extended public conversation with a self-
identified former member of TUUC who had concerns about the words on the banner. 
     

Some thought that we were going to have extended one-on-one dialogues.  While this was part 
of the original agenda, life is what happens when you’re making other plans.  Instead, we heard 
the hearts and minds of others in a public forum.  The security guards observed that “everyone 
came with an open mind to learn.”  Indeed, there was no arguing or shouting.  People listened 
to each other on a subject that is dividing others in our nation. 
     

Based on e-mails and conversations, I thought we were going to have more guests from 
different congregations.  I was disappointed students from Towson and Morgan did not attend.  
However, I was grateful for the guests who did attend.  One left saying, “I learned a lot.  I knew 
you must have had a reason for hanging the banners.  And now I know.  I hope our 
congregations might work together on a racial justice project in the future.” 
 

So, again, heartfelt thanks to our TUUC A Dialogue on Race and Ethnicity Task Force for 
organizing Sunday’s dialogue.  Our outreach to the community was well-received and several 
people expressed the hope that we will continue the conversation. 
 

 ---Rev. Clare      
 

FROM OUR BOOKKEEPER 

 

There were two sealed envelopes from Wells Fargo bank in the safe when I opened it to remove 
the deposit for this week.  The envelopes each have the same amount of cash but there is 
nothing to identify the contributor or where the money should be credited.  If you put the 
envelopes in the safe or know who did, please let me contact me. 
 

Thank You.  Mary Kay Baker, Bookkeeper 



FROM THE OFFICE 

 

SUBMIT THRESHOLD NOTICES EARLY NEXT WEEK! 
As next week is Thanksgiving week, the office staff will work Monday through Wednesday only. 
Please submit all Threshold notices by 3 PM Monday, November 20. The Threshold will be 
mailed and emailed on Wednesday, November 22. 

 

THRESHOLD NOTICES FOR THE WEEK AFTER THANKSGIVING 
Please send all notices for the December 1 edition of the Threshold to the church administrator 
churchoffice@towsonuuc.org , as the administrative assistant will be away that week. 
 

Helping Hands… 
 

ACTC THANKSGIVING COLLECTION 
Thank you for your contributions. We delivered 28 bags and $205 to Assistance Center of 
Towson Churches! 
 

FEEDING THE HUNGRY 
 

 Please plan ahead! We are entering the very busy holiday season, and 
December has a 5th Saturday. This means that the TUUC community 
has pledged to donate AT LEAST 60 casserole to feed the hungry at Our 
Daily Bread soup kitchen.  ODB serves a HOT meal to the guests every 
day. Plan NOW to make, buy or donate $10 for a casserole to be 
bought in your name. Sign up on the poster in the lobby. Casseroles 
are due by   December 30. 

 

SOCIAL ACTION  
 

The Social Action Committee is asking the TUUC Community to step up and get involved in this 
issue!  

 

Friends, please consider taking strong action NOW on legislation to give "Dreamers" permanent 
legal status. Details are included below or here http://uusj.net/wp1/dream-act/  
 

Congress may act as soon as early December on legislation to give “Dreamers” a pathway to 
permanent legal status or citizenship, and free them from the threat of deportation. “Dreamers” 
are young immigrants who were brought into this country as children without legal 
authorization and grew up here. 
 

The UUSJ is asking us to act now in support of the Dream Act (S.1615/H.R.3440) by writing 
letters to and calling members of congress and by spreading the word to others asking them to 
do the same. 
 

Even though our representatives are likely to support the Dream Act 2017, they need to hear 
from us so they make this issue a priority and are able to tell their colleagues how strong the 
public support for a Dream Act is. Here's what you can do to support the Dream Act: 

Action Needed NOW: What You Can Do?  Click Here. 

mailto:churchoffice@towsonuuc.org
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TOWSON UU CHURCH SOCIAL ACTION HOLIDAY GIVING 
You are invited to experience the joy of giving this holiday season by gifting through our 
community partners.  Select a gift tag from the tabletop Holiday Tree in the lobby.   
Return by December 17th to the church lobby. Place in the gift box on the counter or the  
Earl’s Place bucket under clothes rack.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 
 

 ARAMINTA FREEDOM INITIATIVE 
(a nonprofit member of the Maryland Human Trafficking Task Force) 
 

The holidays are quickly approaching! For many this is a joyful time, but for children 
and young women sexually exploited through human trafficking the season can add 
unnecessary stress and heartache to their lives. As you prepare with your friends and 
loved ones, please consider coming alongside a survivor to help make the holidays 

hopeful in a tangible way to meet basic needs, as well as creating opportunities for healthy and 
restorative relationships with their Mentors. Gift cards of $25 or $50 from Target and Walmart 
for the purchase of personal items for survivors (and their children) served by Araminta 
(aramintafreedom.org ). 

 

  Earl's Place is a recovery based housing program providing long-term 
(up to two years) housing and supportive services to men experiencing 
homelessness; seventeen men at a time. 

 

Adopt a Resident Holiday Wish List 
Please wrap the gifts and label them with the resident’s name. 
Return by December 17th to the church lobby 
 

Earl’s Place Executive Director Sheila Helgerson 410-522-0225 sheila@umhousing.org   
TUUC coordinator Sheila M. sheila3m83@gmail.com  
 

Adonis is a 63-year-old male originally from Cuba.  He has lived in the United 
States since 1980. He has five children and a sister who lives in Las Vegas.  
Adonis graduated from Guadenzia Treatment Program in September.  He has 
been working on improving his computer skills and works part-time for a 
cleaning company.  
 

His wish list includes:  

 white T-shirts size large  

 a brown or blue all weather winter jacket size XL  

 socks  

 housewares for when he moves to his own apartment: coffee pot, kitchen items, dishes, 
utensils, silverware, glasses, bed linen and towels  

 hats and gloves  

 gift certificates and personal items such as lotion, shampoo, and razors are always 
appreciated. 

 
 

mailto:sheila@umhousing.org
mailto:sheila3m83@gmail.com


PROSPECT PLACE in Rosedale, serving 12 chronically homeless men.  Holiday gift suggestions are:  

 $25.00 Walmart Gift Cards (in walking distance).   
 Socks, gloves & hand warmers.  

 

NOTICES 

 

BALTIMORE TRANSGENDER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
You are invited to honor the Transgender Day of Remembrance from Noon to 1 PM on 
November 20 at First Unitarian Universalist Church of Baltimore (located at the corner of 
Charles and Franklin.)  This will be a quiet and meditative service with a special message by  
Rev. Merrick Moses of the Urban Monastic Community of St. Benedict.  At 5:30 PM, the 
Baltimore Transgender Alliance will sponsor a rally at the Ynot Lot at 1904 N. Charles Street 
followed by a march to the 2640 Space. They will hold a program of transgender speakers and 
poets at 2640 St. Paul Street, followed by a community dinner. 
 

DONATE A NEW HYMNAL 
TUUC is always in need of new hymnals, especially the Teal-colored, soft cover edition. Here is 
your opportunity to remember a loved one and support the church in a special way. Please see 
the form printed at the end of this newsletter and respond accordingly. Thank you! 
 

GALLERY UNICORN 
What? NO ART! Blank Walls?  The sanctuary walls could be blank starting next June. After what 
will be eight years in June, 2018, Emily will be resigning as curator for Gallery Unicorn. She has 
been actively searching for a person or persons to take on this role so that Gallery Unicorn can 
continue to exhibit a variety of awesome artistic works for the benefit of all. Gallery Unicorn is 
also a fund raiser as 25% of all sales go the church. This is a pro bono position and we invite all 
interested persons to contact the church office where they can also find a job description. 

Gallery unicorn is pleased to host an exhibition of paintings and drawings, Spiritual Journeys, by 
artist Don Sinish.  The show will run through December 3, 2017.  Gallery hours are 10:30 AM to 3 
PM, Monday - Friday. Weekends by appointment.  410-825-6045. 
 

Our thanks to Dianne and Dorothy Hosmer and Kai Aiyetoro for assistance with announcements, 
to Carol Horst for assistance with the reception, and to the artist for helping to hang the show.  

 

MEMBERSHIP RESOURCE 
A new Membership Handbook is available to all members. It is an excellent resource for 
members new and old. Please click on the link below to view this current and informative 
document.  http://towsonuuc.org/images/docsMisc/MembershipHandbook.pdf 
 

NOVEMBER 26TH TOWN HALL MEETING! 
All are invited to attend a TUUC Town Hall meeting at after the single worship service on 
11/26/2017 at 11:45 AM.  Agenda items include a financial update and a discussion of the goals 
and tasks listed in the 3 year rolling plan developed by the Board in August 2017. 
 

 
 

http://towsonuuc.org/images/docsMisc/MembershipHandbook.pdf


NOVEMBER WORK PARTY 
November 18 (3rd Saturday of every month) 9 AM to 12 PM Rain or Shine 
Help improve and maintain our spiritual home.  Indoor and outdoor activities for every skill and 
fitness level. Please contact Todd Robertson at houseandgrounds@towsonuuc.org . 
 

USHER ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2017 
 

Date Time Adults Choir Lounge Total Visitors 
Total 

11/12/2017 9:30 am 29 19 6 54 ↓ 

11/12/2017 11:15 am 128 18 - 146 14 
 

ONGOING & UPCOMING 

 
SUNDAY SERVICE – November 26, 2017  ONE SERVICE @ 10:30 AM     
Difficult Discussions   Tim Boniface, Lay Worship Associate 
Thanksgiving is a time to engage in gratitude and recognize the abundance of everything and 
everyone that life has provided us.  For many of us, this can also be a trying time of enduring 
difficult people and uncomfortable conversations for the sake of family.  However, this is also an 
opportunity to rekindle with estranged relatives and an exercise in diversifying our perspectives 
and our connections. 
 

EVENING BOOK GROUP – Wednesday, December 6 @ 7:30 PM 
We will meet downstairs to discuss Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (336 pages), 
Maryland Humanities' "One Maryland One Book" for 2017.  A powerful coming-of-age novel set 
in Nigeria that explores the theme of home and belonging, along with resonant themes like faith, 
family, and freedom. (The book for January 3 is Tortilla Curtain by T.C. Boyle (372 pages)).  
All are welcome to join the discussion.  If questions, contact Carel Hedlund (info in directory).  
 

 

TUUC values the internet privacy of our members, so we do not publish emails or telephone 

numbers in our newsletter.  If you are a member, please consult the online Fellowship One 

program for those details about a member, or contact the office during weekly hours to obtain 

the necessary number or email.  Thank you for understanding our efforts to safeguard your 

information. 

 

mailto:houseandgrounds@towsonuuc.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


