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Dear Beloved Community, 

 
We invite you to make a commitment to TUUC – a commitment for what inspires 
you, what brings you solace, what lifts you up, what makes you think, and does so 
in beloved community.  We invite you to reflect on what you can contribute 
financially to TUUC for the 2018 – 2019 fiscal year. 
 
We will kick off our annual Stewardship campaign during both services on Sunday, 
February 4, followed by an all-congregation brunch after each service.  We look 
forward to seeing you!  Our approach to Stewardship this year is to have seven 
teams, each captained by a member of the Stewardship Committee, and with each 
individual or family of the congregation assigned to a team.  You are receiving 
Stewardship materials in this mailing and we encourage you to return your pledge 
form no later than March 11.  We don’t plan on individual canvassing this year; 
your team captain will follow-up with you via email.  Please feel free to contact 
your team captain or Anita Cox or Monica Sweidel with questions.  You can email 
us at stewardship@towsonuuc.org.   
 
Since our last stewardship campaign, we came together as a congregation to 
adopt a new mission statement: The mission of TUUC is to deepen our ethical 
and spiritual lives together as we work for racial, social, and environmental 
justice. 
 
This year, we have banded together to deepen our ethical and spiritual lives using 
the resources of Soul Matters---a theme based program of over 150 Unitarian 
Universalist congregations. We have been provided with monthly packets for 
worship, religious exploration, and small group ministry (our Chalice Circles) to 
help us to probe each theme more deeply utilizing quotes, videos, books, 
sermons, and music recommended by Unitarian Universalist religious 
professionals.  Soul Matters even now has a Spotify playlist, which can be 
accessed from its Facebook page. 
 
One of the more memorable recent worship services involved the banding together 
of our own worship, religious education, and music ministries.  It was standing 
room only for one service on December 17 to welcome Yule.  
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We have deepened our ethical and spiritual lives in our resolve to be a congregation committed to 
dismantling racism.  Though our “Black Lives Matter” sign was vandalized ten times in the past 
year, it was replaced each time.  On November 12, we banded together, along with members of 
the wider community, for a community dialogue about our “Black Lives Matter” banners.  Thanks 
to our A Dialogue on Race and Ethnicity Task Force, a series of dialogues around the book 
“Waking Up White In America” is being planned for February and March. 
 
We have deepened our ethical and spiritual lives through; teaching our youth, participating in 
adult religious exploration classes, book discussions, and Chalice Circles; creating instrumental 
and choral music together; improvising together; eating together; caring for members both in 
times of loss and of celebration; and welcoming 20 new members since June.   
 
Our Director of Religious Exploration is planning TUUC’s second, expanded service trip to West 
Virginia for June 2018. This trip will be open to our middle school aged students in addition to the 
high school group that went last year.  The 6th-7th grade RE class is using a new curriculum called 
“Crossing Paths”.  They experience a full month of lessons about different religions (Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Judaism, mega-church Christianity, Islam), culminating in a visit to a house of worship 
for each religion. 

 
We have deepened our ethical and spiritual lives through making casseroles, tutoring, training 
volunteers to help victims of sex trafficking, raising funds for Earl’s Place and Prospect Place, 
raising funds for the Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministries of Maryland, caring for our rain 
garden and the newly planted trees, and advocating for progressive moral issues. 
 
In all of this, we are fortunate to have a dedicated staff to help us to band together:  Kai Aiyetoro, 
Mary Kay Baker, Joyce Duncan, Tracy Hall, and Nancy Hannah. 
 
Now we invite one another to band together to financially support our beloved TUUC.  Whether 
you think of rubber bands and stretching your pledge; musical bands and rocking your pledge; or 
pulling together what you can, our collective goal is 100% participation.  We hope you will join us 
in making a generous pledge for the coming year to continue to fulfill our mission “to deepen our 
ethical and spiritual lives together as we work for racial, social, and environmental justice.”   
 
You’ll find enclosed with this letter a pledge form and budget facts.  If you’ve been putting cash in 
the offering plate on Sundays, great!  Please put your cash in an envelope and mark it with your 
name if you want it to be counted toward your pledge.  We look forward to you returning your 
pledge form to TUUC by March 11. 
 
 
Yours in Beloved Community, 
 

          
 

 
Reverend Clare Petersberger        

 
Anita Cox 

 
Monica Sweidel 

TUUC Minister Stewardship Co-Chair 
Finance Council Head and 
Stewardship Co-Chair 

 

 


