
Answers to Common Questions… 
 
What is “Stewardship”?   
A steward is a person responsible for taking care of something.  Stewardship is the act of being a steward.   
As members and friends of TUUC it is our collective responsibility to nurture our congregation with our time, talents and 
treasures ($).  This campaign focuses on the treasures aspect of being a Steward.   
 
What is the 2018-2019 Stewardship Campaign? 
This is the annual campaign to raise the funds required for the continued operation of Towson Unitarian Universalist 
Church. During this time, members and friends of TUUC pledge the money that will be used to pay minister and staff 
salaries, to support the many wonderful programs of the church, for the maintenance and utilities for the physical 
building, etc. The amounts pledged are allocated for our next fiscal year which runs from July 2018-June 2019. 
 
What is the difference between the Stewardship and Capital Campaign? 
The Stewardship campaign supports day to day church operations and occurs yearly.  The Capital Campaign is a special 
campaign to raise additional funds for critical projects (like fixing the roof).  Both are important.  When giving to 
Stewardship, many use a % of salary and consider it a monthly household expense.  For Capital Campaigns, people often 
dig into savings to pay a larger lump sum to the church. 
 
What is the deadline for the Stewardship Campaign? 
The stewardship campaign officially starts Sunday 02/04/18, but you can make a pledge at any time. We ask that you 
make a pledge by Sunday, March 11, 2018 to allow the board to develop the final budget and present it to the 
congregation at the Annual Meeting this spring. We will not be able to finalize the budget until all the pledges are in. 
If there is a shortfall in revenue, we will need to make adjustments to the proposed expenses. 
 
Is pledging a requirement of membership? 
Yes, it is the expectation that those who benefit from the church and participate in activities will share in its financial 
upkeep. Some members are able to pledge more, others less, but we can all share in supporting our church. 
 
What if my financial circumstances change during the year, if I lose my job or have a financial emergency?   
Lives are not static.  Contact any member of the Stewardship Committee Stewardship@Towsonuuc.org or our 
Bookkeeper, Mary Kay Baker, if you need to adjust your pledge up or down.   
 
When do I pay? 
Some people choose to pre-pay, but many people wait for the start of the fiscal year.  Beginning July 1, you may choose 
a payment schedule that is convenient for you.  Some people pay as a lump sum, and others pay on a regular schedule.  
 
How do I make my pledge? 
Pick up a pledge form at church, complete the form online, or use the one in the pledge packet.  Then bring it to church 
or mail it.  There will be a collection box marked “PLEDGE IN HERE” in the lobby area.   
If you wish to mail it, the address is:   

Towson Unitarian Universalist Church 
Attn: Stewardship Campaign 
1710 Dulaney Valley Rd,  
Lutherville, MD 21093 
 

How much do I pledge? 
Across denominations and faiths, Americans give an average of 2.5% of their gross personal income to their religious 
communities. For those new to congregational participation, this may seem high. For those used to a religious tradition 
of 10% tithing, this may seem low.  Stewardship is a matter of personal conscience and covenant; it is your choice of 
what you are able to give. However, we invite you to reflect on this idea of percentage giving because it is a “fair share” 
way of funding our Mission across all income levels. In other words, someone who makes $20,000 a year and someone 
who makes $200,000 a year can each give 2.5% of their income. 

mailto:Stewardship@Towsonuuc.org
http://uubelmont.org/wordpress-dev2/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/2013-Stewardship-Drive-Pledge-Form.pdf


Percentage giving is also a spiritual practice, a way of affirming one’s commitment to larger community and a larger 
reality on a regular basis, much like attending services on a regular basis. Some of us find ways to apply it to other 
organizations we support, and thus grow over the years in the practice of generosity and the spirit of abundance.  
Some even find that if we add up all our giving to various community organizations, we, too, tithe 10%! Now that takes 
spiritual maturity and discipline… and leads to the satisfaction of knowing we have contributed profoundly to improving 
life on earth. 
 
What are the pros and cons for the different payment methods? 

 PROS CONS 

Direct Debit 
(Preferred) 

 Automatic –no worries about missing 
payments.   

 Payments spaced evenly throughout the year. 

 TUUC receives 100% of proceeds. 

 None!   

Check  No set up. Great for lump sum or pre-payment. 

 TUUC gets 100% of proceeds. 

 Can place in Sunday collection basket (please 
indicate on memo line that your check is a 
pledge) 

 Not automatic.  Unless you are paying a 
lump sum you’ll have to remember to 
make payments. 

 You may receive reminders from TUUC 
to pay your pledge. 

Credit Card  Can do lump sum or automatic payments–no 
worries about missing payments.   

 Can help accrue credit card reward points 

 ~3% of your payments go toward credit 
card fees (and not to TUUC) 

 Only Visa and Mastercard are accepted 

Stock Transfer 
(Preferred) 

 You don’t pay capital gains taxes on any stock 
that has appreciated in value. 

 TUUC gets 100% of proceeds. 

 There is some paperwork to fill out for 
the transfer (but TUUC has detailed 
instructions). 

  
Pledging Data  
# of Individual Members 227 

# of Pledging Families/Units 187 

Average Pledge $1,610 

Median Pledge $1,200 

Lowest Pledge $100 

Highest Pledge $26,000 

Total Pledges $301,012 

                                      

 


