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If You Aren’t In Over Your Head… 
SUNDAY SERVICE – January 28, 2018 @ 9:30 AM & 11:15 AM 
Life isn’t easy. Every day brings new challenges and fresh frustrations. Today, lay worship 
associate Andrew Hager makes a case for finding value (if not beauty) in struggle. 
 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF JOE WHITEHILL 

 

Joe Whitehill was a son, a brother, a husband, a serviceman in the U. S. Army, a father, a printer, 
an author, an artist, a bridge player, a stand-up comic, a lover of country music, and a cherished 
member of our Improv Group and Singles Group.  He strongly supported our mission for racial 
justice and encouraged TUUC to support the 8th principle if it passes at the Unitarian Universalist 
General Assembly this year.  He is well remembered for designing T-shirts and sweatshirts and 
especially the one which read, "People are not White or Black and all need eight hugs a 
day!"  You are invited to a celebration of Joe's life at TUUC at 2 PM on Sunday, February 11.  The 
TUUC Singles Group invites you to a reception following the service. 
  

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 
 

On Sunday, January 28, we will start out 
upstairs for a story and then be sung out to 
classes. Larry Magder will be the DRE sub on 
January 28. Please contact him if you have 
any questions or any issues arise. 
 
 

Family volunteer opportunity  
We have only three slots left to volunteer 
Monday, February 19 from 9:30 am to 1 pm at 
Paul's Place in downtown Baltimore. This 
community center offers many services for 
its clients;  

The 

Threshold 

Towson Unitarian 

Universalist 

Church 

 

 

A Welcoming Congregation 



volunteers are invited to learn about Paul's 
Place, serve lunch, and/or help clients shop 
for clothing from their collection of  
gently used items. Families who have not yet 
had this experience will get priority; I will 
have a wait list if needed.  
To sign up or for more information, please 
contact me at tuucdre@towsonuuc.org . 
 

K/1st grades Creating Home  
January 28,  Session 7, Book of Ruth  
Today's session is about choosing and 
establishing homes. Establishing a home with 
a mother-in-law or a friend might seem 
unusual. However, love and loyalty can be 
unpredictable. Millions of children in our 
country are living in homes that reflect a 
picture different from the 
mother/father/biological children nuclear 
family. Whatever their own family makeup, 
all the children in the group live in a world 
with increasingly diverse family structures.  
They will have friends who live with 
grandparents or with a cousin. Affirming that 
families can be nurturing and strong with any 
structure is crucial to raising respectful and 
empathetic children and adults. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd/3rd grades: Timeless Themes  
Session #11, Moses in the Bullrushes Children 
consider the meaning of persecution and 
peoples’ responses to it  and talk about 
making hard decisions, feeling pity, and 
adoption.  
 

4th/5th grades: Bibleodeon   
Session #13, Moses, part 2, which explores 
the idea of being chose by God and 
understanding the importance of Moses to 
three major religions. 
 

6th/7th grades: Crossing Paths  
Valley Sunday for Buddhism. Class will discuss 
the trip to the Kadampa Center the previous 
week. 
 

8th/9th grades: Our Whole Lives, Session #10 
This week participants will have a special 
event that will run later than usual ( 11 am-
1pm): a panel of LGBTQ-identified speakers, 
Guests will start by introducing themselves, 
speaking briefly about their lives, and then 
addressing  questions of gender identity and 
sexuality. Parents are invited to join us 
immediately after service upstairs (around 
12:30), to meet our guests and ask some 
questions as well. 
 

YRUU:  This group will be preparing the 
service they will provide on February 25. 

YRE ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 2017    11:15AM     (Children/Teachers) 
 

Nursery K - 1st 2nd - 3rd 4th - 5th 6th- 7th 7th- 8th (OWL) YRUU TOTAL CHILDREN 

0 7/2 7/2 7/2 8/2 10/2 4/2 43 
 
 

IMPORTANT STEWARDSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT!

SAVE THE DATE! 
Stewardship Brunch February 4th 

After both services 
Come and celebrate the meaning of TUUC  
to you, your family, friends, and the wider community. 
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SOCIAL ACTION 

 
 
 

UNITED MINISTRIES 
Earl’s Place and Prospect Place 
You can find information about how TUUC 
members are making a difference on our 
website www.umhousing.org  .  

 

Donations from our wish list are always 
appreciated, especially toiletries, paper 
towels, and toilet paper. Also, laundry 
detergent, twin size sheets and blankets.  
On behalf of all us at Earl’s Place and 
Prospect Place, thank you. Sheila Helgerson, 
Executive Director United Ministries, Inc. 
 
 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
The Social Action Committee (SAC) meets on 
the second Sunday of the month, after the 
first Service, at approximately 10:15 AM-
11:15 AM.  The next meeting will be on 
February 11.  An agenda will be sent to 
members before the meeting.   

 

Waking Up White 
A Discussion of Race for People Who Don't Have to Think about It 

 
Dear Members and Friends,  
 
The ADORE group invites you to join us for an exploration of race for 
white people. As we read Debby Irving's compelling story of Waking 
Up White, we will discuss what it means to be white in America today. 
 

This important book will help us to understand the racial tension 
within and around us. It is a very personal story of search and growth 
from unwitting white privilege to racial empathy. It is a book for 
everyone along the path to racial justice, but perhaps, especially for 
those of us who think we have already “arrived.” 
 

Come with us along this path as we go deeper in our knowledge of 
ourselves and where we fit along this spectrum. The discussion groups will be lively and well-
tuned as we adapt a study guide already in use by our Presbyterian friends all over the US. 
 

The soft-cover book will be on sale in our lobby for $20.00, starting on January 28, 2018. 
 

Discussions are scheduled for         
 

Tuesday, February 6 from 7:30 to 9:00 
 

Sunday, February 18 from 1:00 to 3:00, with lunch (Repeated Tuesday, February 20 from 
7:30 to 9:00)                                 
 

Tuesday, March 6 from 7:30 to 9:00 
 

http://www.umhousing.org/


Sunday, March 18 from 1:00 to 3:00, with lunch 
(Repeated on Tuesday, March 20 from 7:30 to 9:00) 

  

We are excited to present this activity and hope that you will read the book and come to the 
discussions, which will be structured to cover one fourth of the book at each session. 
 

Sponsored by TUUC ADORE (A Dialogue on Race and Ethnicity) 
socialaction@towsonuuc.org  

 
LGTBQ+ MEETUPS AT THE TOWSON BRANCH OF BCPL

 

Greetings from the Towson Branch of the Baltimore County Public Library! 
 

We're writing with information about a program that we hope you'll share with the Towson 
Unitarian Universalist Church community. Starting this month, the Towson Branch is holding two 
monthly LGBTQ+ Meetups for (one for teens and one for adults), and we would love for members 
of your church to attend. 
 

FOR TEENS: On the third Tuesday of each month from 7:00 - 8:00 PM, middle and high school-
aged members of the LGBTQ+ community are invited to join us for discussion, socializing 
and activities. Snacks will be provided. The first meeting will be on January 23, and dates for the 
following two meetings are February 20 and March 20.  
 

FOR ADULTS: On the fourth Tuesday of each month from 7:00 - 8:00 PM, college-aged and adult 
members of the LGBTQ+ community are invited to join us for discussion and socializing. Snacks 
will be provided. The first meeting will be on January 30, and dates for the following two 
meetings are February 27 and March 27.   
 

We want this group to be driven by its members' interests, so meetings will be guided by 
attendees, including choices for activities, topics of discussion, and plans for guest speakers. 
 

If you have questions, please feel free to respond to this email or call us at 410.887.6166.  
 

Thank you, and we hope to see members of the Towson Unitarian Universalist community here! 
 

Sara Brown (she/her/hers) and Rhiannon Harlow (she/her/hers), Librarians 
 

NOTICES

AGING TOGETHER 
Tuesday February 13th 1.00 - 2.00 ish  
from The Summer Day,  a poem by  
Mary Oliver "Tell me, what is it you plan to 
do with your one wild and precious life?"  
We'll continue the discussion that began last 
month. Do we have plans for 2018?  Or 
intentions?  Have any of us resolved not to 
make resolutions??  Perhaps we have stories 
of past plans that worked out well ... or not.   

Are we able to be quiet and still, creating a 
space when we are able to listen to our inner 
voice? And what adjectives might we choose 
to describe ourselves and our life?  
 

Join us if this topic interests you. We 
welcome visitors. For more information 
contact Carol Mason (Chair) 
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AVAILABLE LIGHT 
Friday, February 2    6:30 PM 
THE BRIDGE 
Every year, tens of thousands of tourists visit 
the Golden Gate Bridge, drawn by its iconic 
beauty. And every year, dozens of people 
jump from the bridge to their deaths. This 
thoughtful, disturbing documentary explores 
the lure of the bridge as well as the lives of 
some of its victims.  
 

Movie starts at 6:30, followed by discussion. 
Bring a snack to share. 
 

FROM THE AUDIO COMMITTEE 
Are you a person who hears things? Would 
you like to help TUUC members hear services 
better on Sundays? Yes?! Then join the TUUC 
Audio committee! We are looking for new 
team members to share in the audio 
goodness. If you are interested please email 
me at tuuc.av@outlook.com . - Jay Hauf 
 

SIGN UP FOR SPRING CHALICE CIRCLES 
Chalice Circles are designed to enhance the 
spiritual growth of its members by 
investigating universal issues. This small  
gathering of individuals listen with reverence 
to the opinions of other group members with 
confidentiality, forming close relationships 
with other congregants. Signups will happen 
after first and second services on January 7, 
14, 21, and 28. The spring Chalice Circles will 
begin on Monday, February 12, and meet 
twice a month through May 2018. We hope 
to have enough people sign up to have 
groups meet on Monday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday evenings, as well as Wednesday 
afternoons. Please contact Robin Sinn at 
RNSLIB@yahoo.com   with questions. 
 

 
 
 
 

BUDDHIST BOOK GROUP 
There will be a Buddhist book group starting 
February 20 and continuing every third 
Tuesday until the end of 2018 We will 
read Awakening the Buddha Within, by 
Lama Surya Das on a rotational leadership  
basis until the book is completed - a chapter  
a month. Everyone should have a copy of the 
book (used copies are available).  We will 
meet 7:30 – 9 PM. Limited to a maximum of 
14 and a minimum of 8. No prior knowledge 
of Buddhism is required or necessary. Art 
Starr will coordinate the group; contact 
information in the directory. 
 

GALLERY UNICORN 
Gallery Unicorn is pleased to exhibit unique 2 
and 3 dimensional artwork in our annual 
Members Show. The Gallery is open to the 
public weekdays between 10 am and 3 pm 
and on weekends by appointment. The 
exhibition will run through February 25 and is 
located within the Towson Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 1710 Dulaney Valley 
Road, Lutherville, MD 21093. Call 410-825-
6045 for more information. 

 

What? NO ART! Blank Walls?  The sanctuary 
walls could be blank starting next June. After 
what will be eight years in June, 2018, Emily 
will be resigning as curator for Gallery 
Unicorn. She has been actively searching for 
a person or persons to take on this role so 
that Gallery Unicorn can continue to exhibit a 
variety of awesome artistic works for the 
benefit of all. Gallery Unicorn is also a fund 
raiser, as 25% of all sales go the church.  
This is a pro bono position and we invite all 
interested persons to contact the church 
office where they can also find a job 
description. 
 
 
 

mailto:tuuc.av@outlook.com
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MUSIC NEWS 
 

SUESSICAL, THE MUSICAL   
 

Casting is almost 
complete for 
SEUSSICAL, THE 
MUSICAL (Theater for 
Young Audiences 
version).  TUUC will 
present this delightful 

musical on the evenings of April 13th and 
14th.  The characters of some of Dr. Seuss's 
favorite books come alive and interact in this 
endearing, fun, and beautiful show.  

The cast will be multi-generational, and the 
appeal will be broad!  
 

Rehearsals for the cast will begin in February, 
mostly on Saturdays and some Wednesday 
evenings.   We are still looking for people to 
perform in the ensemble, as well as people 
to help with many of the technical aspects of 
the show.  Please contact Sharen Camille or 
Tracy Hall if 

you would like to participate! 
 

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT COMING TO TUUC ON FEBRUARY 17TH

 
A performance depicting the life of Eleanor Roosevelt is planned for 
 7 PM on Saturday, February 17,  
at TUUC.  Professional actress Jane Van Boskirk, visiting from her home 
state of Oregon, will perform her signature role in this one-woman 
performance titled, “Eleanor Roosevelt – Across a Barrier of Fear.”   
 

In the words of playwright Sharon Whitney, “Eleanor Roosevelt was at one 
time the most loved woman in the world, and the most despised.  She was 
an aristocrat who believed in ‘vision and bigness of soul,’ the author of 
books and magazine columns, the wife of four-time President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, and a diplomat and tireless worker for universal human rights.  
Nevertheless, she began life an ‘ugly duckling,’ painfully shy and lonely.  
Our play tells how she ultimately achieved greatness, ‘across a barrier of 
fear.’” 

 

Jane’s performance is particularly compelling in these times of intense political discord when 
many are questioning the role of government in providing opportunities for the economic 
success and prosperity of all of its subjects.   
 

Tickets are being sold on Sunday during coffee hours and also through the TUUC website.  25% of 
ticket sales goes to our Social Action Community Partners.  Please come and encourage others to 
come. 
 

Please Spread the Word 

It would be wonderful for TUUC and our Social Action Partners if we can make this a sell-out 
performance.  Please pick up several flyers at Coffee Hour this Sunday and ask for them to be 
posted at the places you frequent. Many have public bulletin boards, or may be willing to display 



our eye-catching flyer in a window or near a check-out counter.  These include grocery stores, 
Starbucks, libraries, bookstores, other churches, and community and political organizations.   
I’ve done this myself and found it surprisingly easy to get the flyer displayed.  Mention that it’s a 
performance hosted by a non-profit to benefit several local charities (Details are on the back of 
the flyer.).  Thanks so much for helping to make this a success! — Dan A. 
 

USHER ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, January 21, 2018 
 

Date Time Adults Choir Lounge Total Visitors Total 

1/21/2018 9:30 am 31 1 3 35 ↓ 

1/21/2018 11:15 am 98 1 5 104 12 
 
 

ONGOING & UPCOMING
 

SUNDAY SERVICE 
February 4 – 9:30 and 11:15 
Let’s Band Together 
Rev. Clare Petersberger, Dr. Neil Porter, and 
other members of the TUUC Stewardship 
Team 
Our spiritual question for February is “What 
does it mean to be a people of 
perseverance?” A colleague writes, “That 
dominant myth of Sisyphus pushing his rock 
up that endless hill hasn’t done us any favors.  
We assume that Sisyphus is suffering 
because his work is endless, but maybe it’s 
his isolation and lack of a place of rest that is 
his true torment….what a gift to remember 
that perseverance isn’t a solo act.”  Today we 
celebrate that we do not have to go through 
life as a solo act but instead extend to one 
another the invitation, “Let’s Band 
Together.”  This morning we lift up the 
purposes for which we band together as a 
people of perseverance.   
 

EVENING BOOK GROUP 
Wednesday 
February 7 @ 7:30 PM  
We will meet downstairs to 
discuss The Sandcastle Girls by 
Chris Bohjalian (320 
pages).   This critically 
acclaimed novel about the 

Armenian genocide "explores the ways in 
which our ancestral past informs our 
contemporary lives—in ways we understand 
and ways that remain mysteriously out of 
reach."  (The book for March 7th is The Ninth 
Hour by Alice McDermott (256 pages)). If 
questions, please contact Carel Hedlund (info 
in directory).  

 

ETHNIC LUNCH 
Wednesday, February 21 @ 12:30 PM 
Join us for Chinese food at at Jumbo Seafood 
(Chinese), 48 E. Sudbrook Lane, Pikesville, 
MD 21208. (410) 602-1441. All are welcome; 
however, sign-ups to 
Ethniclunch@towsonuuc.org by Friday, 
February 16, are a must so we can be sure to 
have a table large enough to accommodate 
the group. Hope you will be able to join us! 
 

AGING GRACEFULLY 
Co-taught by Dr. Peggy Walton and Art Starr 
The class will be held in room 6, from 1 -2:30 
pm on Thursdays, March 29, April 5, 12, 19 
and 26. Consisting of lecture, written 
reflections, and small group sharing. Limited 
to a minimum of eight and a maximum of 14.  
 

Topics will include self-compassion, 
forgiveness, and life review, lessons from our 
past, confronting death, and creating a 
different vision of aging. Contact Art Starr, 
information in the directory.

mailto:Ethniclunch@towsonuuc.org


 

UNDERSTANDING THE MUSLIM EXPERIENCE – Panel Discussion 

Friday, February 9, 2018 
6:30 PM – 8:30 PM 

 

One of the religious groups in our community jarred by recent 
events are Muslims.  A panel of Muslim parents will discuss their 
experiences and experiences of their children as they grow up in 
the Baltimore area.  They will talk about experiences related to 
school, dating, work, and other situations where they interact 
with non-Muslims.  Panelists will represent differing levels of 
acculturation along with the diversity that exists within and 
between Muslim communities. Religiously conservative Islamic 
believers and secular Muslims will discuss their experiences, and 
invite your questions.  This event is co-sponsored by Adult 
Religious Exploration and Youth Religious Exploration because 

we believe that it will provide useful information to TUUC community members of all ages.  
Childcare will be provided.  Potluck desserts are encouraged. 

 

 

 

 

TUUC values the internet privacy of our members, so we do not publish emails or telephone 
numbers in our newsletter.  If you are a member, please consult the online Fellowship One 
program for those details about a member, or contact the office during weekly hours to obtain the 
necessary number or email.  Thank you for understanding our efforts to safeguard your 
information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


