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What Makes Perseverance Possible? 
Rev. Clare Petersberger, the TUUC Choir 
SUNDAY SERVICE – February 18, 2018 @ 9:30 AM & 11:15 AM 
February is often the season of grey snow in this part of the world.  Sometimes it is the season of 
grey in our souls, too.  Barbara Kingsolver writes, “In my own worst seasons, I’ve come back from 
the colorless world of despair by forcing myself to look hard, for a long time, at a single glorious 
thing: a flame of red geranium outside my bedroom window. And then another: my daughter in a 
yellow dress. And another: the perfect outline of a full, dark sphere behind the crescent moon... 
until I learned to be in love with my life again.”  What is the relationship between beauty and 
perseverance in your life?  
 
 

 
 

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 
 

We will start out upstairs for our usual song, 
chalice lighting, welcome, and a story. We 
will then be sung out for classes. Patricia Lott, 
member of the YREC, will be subbing for me 
this Sunday. Please see her if you have any 
last minute questions or needs. 

 

K/1st grades: Creating Home #9   
Our Ancestral Home  
This session will introduce ancestors as those 
who came before us in our families, our 

families' ethnic and cultural heritages, our 
faith home, and our faith denomination and 
talk about some Unitarian Universalist faith 
ancestors and their legacies.  
 

2nd/3rd grades: Timeless Themes #13  
 Let My People  
In this session, participants learn the story of 
Moses leading the Hebrew people out of 
Egypt and reflect on the idea of oppressions 
and times they may have felt oppressed.  
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A Welcoming Congregation 
 



This will help them learn the background for 
the Passover seder to be shared by all YRE 
participants on March 25. 
 

4th/5th grades: Bibleodeon    
Solomon, part 1, Session #15  
This session focuses on the wisdom of 
Solomon and his deeds, including the 
building of his temple.  

 

6th/7th grades: Crossing Paths  
This group will be visiting a Hindu temple to 
learn more about the faith tradition they 
have been studying. 
 

8th/9th grades OWL   
Session #18, Consent Education 
YRUU  This group is finalizing the service they 
will provide on February 25.

 

YRE ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2018    11:15AM     
(Children/Teachers) 
 

Nursery K - 1st 2nd - 3rd 4th - 5th 6th- 7th 7th- 8th (OWL) YRUU TOTAL CHILDREN 
5 8/2 7/2 7/2 4/2 14/3 5/2 50 

 
 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 
 

 

THEMES IN CELTIC 
SPIRITUALITY 
Rev. Clare 
Petersberger 
March 1, 8, 15, 22 
7:30-9 PM Room 1 

 

Through original 
texts, poetry, and conversation, we shall 
explore four themes in Celtic spirituality.  
Please register with Rev. Clare 
(revclare@towsonuuc.org ) by February 25, 
2018, if you plan to participate. 
 

Session 1 Hospitality and Anam Cara   
St. Brigit is reported to have said, “A person 
without a soul friend is like a body without a 
head.”  What is a soul friend? Who are some 
of yours? 

 

Session 2 Kinship with Creation 
John Scotus Eriugena, the ninth century Irish 
theologian said, “Everything visible is a 

theophany.”  When are you most aware that 
the world is holy and luminous?     
 

Session 3 Mystery, Spirit, and Prayer 
In Celtic spirituality, the symbol for the Holy 
Spirit is not a peaceful dove.  Rather, it is a 
wild goose.  Even the saints experienced the 
Holy Spirit moving in their lives in an 
unexpected fashion---sometimes as a 
wonderful surprise, sometimes as a less 
desired disruption.  Tonight, we explore 
mystery, spirit, and prayer. 

 

Session 4 Pilgrimage 
As hospites mundi, or guests of the world, 
the Celts had a saying, “Let your feet follow 
your heart until you find your place of 
resurrection.” This was a spot where God’s 
will for a pilgrim would be revealed and 
fulfilled. And each person needed to find 
their own site(s).  What are some similar 
places in your own journey through life? 
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NEWS ABOUT US
 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF ELLEN CULBERTSON 
We regret to inform you of the death of Ellen Culbertson, a devoted wife, mother, and assistant 
to the delegates at the Maryland House of Delegates in Annapolis for over a decade. A 
celebration of Ellen’s life will be held at TUUC at 3 PM on February 18. 
 

SOCIAL ACTION

 
WAKING UP WHITE 
A Discussion of Race 
for People Who Don't 
Have to Think about It 
Dear Members and 
Friends,  
 

The ADORE group 
invites you to join us 
for an exploration of 

race for white people. As we read Debby 
Irving's compelling story of Waking Up White, 
we will discuss what it means to be white in 
America today. 
 

This important book will help us to 
understand the racial tension within and  
around us. It is a very personal story of 
search and growth from unwitting white  
privilege to racial empathy. It is a book for 
everyone along the path to racial justice, but 
perhaps, especially for those of us who think 
we have already “arrived.” 
 

Come with us along this path as we go 
deeper in our knowledge of ourselves and 
where we fit along this spectrum. The 
discussion groups will be lively and well-
tuned as we adapt a study guide already in 
use by our Presbyterian friends all over the 
US. 

 
The soft-cover book will be on sale in our 
lobby for $20.00, starting on January 28, 2018. 
 
Discussions are scheduled for: 
Tuesday, February 6 from 7:30 to 9:00 first 
session Room1-2 downstairs. We will be 
discussing the first two sections: Childhood in 
White and Midlife Wake-Up Calls 
 

Sunday, February 18 from 1:00 to 3:00, 
with lunch (Repeated Tuesday, February 20 
from 7:30 to 9:00) 
 

Tuesday, March 6 from 7:30 to 9:00 
 

Sunday, March 18 from 1:00 to 3:00, 
with lunch (Repeated on Tuesday, March 20 
from 7:30 to 9:00) 
 
We are excited to present this activity and 
hope that you will read the book and come to 
the discussions, which will be structured to 
cover one fourth of the book at each session. 
 

Sponsored by TUUC ADORE (A Dialogue on 
Race and Ethnicity) 

socialaction@towsonuuc.org  
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ACTC 
ACTC is running low on dry cereal and 
canned meat (i.e. chili and Spam.) There is an  
oversupply of macaroni and cheese, and 
plastic bags. For further information, contact 
Sue or Herb Shankroff. 
 

FEEDING THE HUNGRY 
March is the next month with a 5th Saturday, 
so the TUUC community is asked to be 
generous and help feed the many hungry 
people who come daily to Our Daily Bread for 
a hot noon meal.  We are committed to 
providing AT LEAST 60 casseroles. 
Please sign up to MAKE a casserole, or BUY a 
Stouffers party size Mac & Cheese or 
DONATE $10 the Social Action Committee to 
buy a casserole in your name. 

Casseroles can be brought to TUUC at any 
time and stored in the freezer in the closet 
next to the choir.  
Please bring casseroles to TUUC by 8:30am on 
Saturday, 3/31/18. 
 

UNITED MINISTRIES 
Earl’s Place and Prospect Place 
You can find information about how TUUC 
members are making a difference on our 
website www.umhousing.org  .  
 

Donations from our wish list are always 
appreciated, especially toiletries, paper 
towels, and toilet paper. Also, laundry 
detergent, twin size sheets and blankets.  
On behalf of all us at Earl’s Place and 
Prospect Place, thank you. Sheila Helgerson, 
Executive Director United Ministries, Inc.

ALL ARE WELCOME 
The Social Action Committee (SAC) meets the second Sunday of the month, after the first 
service, at approximately 10:15 – 11:15. The next meeting will be on March 11,  
in the open area downstairs.  An agenda will be sent to members before the meeting.

  

 

The 2018 Legislative Session has convened and we have already seen two wins for liberal 
religious values. 

 

During the first week of Session, the Maryland General Assembly overrode Governor Hogan's 
veto of sick leave and ban the box. Thank you to all of you who wrote and called your legislators 
to ensure these bills became law in Maryland.  
 

We also hosted a successful Legislative Kick-off, with keynote from Delegate Cheryl Glenn, Chair 
of the Legislative Black Caucus of Maryland. Nearly 100 UUs assembled at the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Columbia to discuss priority issues and find ways to get involved in 
state-level policy advocacy. 
 

Let's keep the momentum going!  
 
 

 
 

http://www.umhousing.org/
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=rnU7uDyJTsIB3teV2iLc3wgGlWxR02x6


  

NOTICES

 

BUDDHIST BOOK GROUP 
There will be a Buddhist book group starting 
Tuesday, February 20 and continuing every 
third Tuesday until the end of 2018. We will 
read Awakening the Buddha Within, by 
Lama Surya Das on a rotational leadership 
basis until the book is completed - a chapter  
a month. Everyone should have a copy of the 
book (used copies are available).  We will 
meet 7:30 – 9 PM.  
Limited to a maximum of 14 and a minimum 
of 8. No prior knowledge of Buddhism is 
required or necessary. Art Starr will 
coordinate the group; contact information in 
the directory. 
 

GALLERY UNICORN 
Gallery Unicorn is pleased to exhibit unique 2 
and 3 dimensional artwork in our annual 
Members Show. The Gallery is open to the 
public weekdays between 10 am and 3 pm 
and on weekends by appointment.  
 

The exhibition will run through February 25 
and is located within the Towson Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 1710 Dulaney Valley 
Road, Lutherville, MD 21093. Call 410-825-
6045 for more information.  

 
 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Saturday February 24th 
Stewardship sponsored Potluck 
and Games Night! Family 

friendly. Come enjoy each other’s company 
and make new friends. See what Spice has in 
store for us!!! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
PIE MAKING CLASS & 
TASTING, February 24: 
Are you interested in 
learning the secrets of a 
flaky crust and moist but 

not runny filling? Come to the pie making 
class and tasting led by award-winning pie 
baker, Karyn Marsh!  There are still seats 
available if you didn't buy one at the TUUC 
auction in November.  The class will occur at 
TUUC on Saturday, February 24 from 3 until 5 
pm.  Please contact Karyn 
(membership@towsonuuc.org ) ahead of 
time so that she can plan accordingly.  The 
cost is $15 and all proceeds go to TUUC.   

 

 
WANTED 
Someone to teach a 
class or classes on 
bioethics as part of ARE 

(Adult Religious Exploration), either in the 
spring or fall. If interested, please contact Art 
Starr, contact info in directory.      Thanks 
 

MONTHLY WORK PARTY 
This Saturday, February 17 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
Rain or Shine 
 

Help improve and maintain our spiritual 
home.  Indoor and outdoor activities for 
every skill and fitness level. 
 

Please contact Todd Robertson at 
houseandgrounds@towsonuuc.org   
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MEMBERSHIP  
 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION SESSION
 SUNDAY, MARCH 18  
Are you interested in deepening your 
relationship with Towson Unitarian 
Universalist Church?  Once a month, the 
Membership Committee offers a one-hour 
session on membership in a Unitarian 
Universalist congregation, which includes a 
brief discussion of UU theology and history  

 

and a light lunch.  The next session is Sunday, 
March 18, in Room 6.  It will start at  
12:45 pm.  If you are interested in attending, 
please contact Karyn Marsh at 
membership@towsonuuc.org . 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT COMING TO TUUC ON FEBRUARY 17TH

A performance depicting 
the life of Eleanor 
Roosevelt is planned for 
7 pm on Saturday, 
February 17th at TUUC.  
Professional actress Jane 
Van Boskirk, visiting from 
her home state of 
Oregon, will perform her 
signature role in this one-
woman performance 

titled, “Eleanor Roosevelt – Across a Barrier of 
Fear.”   
 

In the words of playwright Sharon Whitney, 
“Eleanor Roosevelt was at one time the most 
loved woman in the world, and the most 
despised.  She was an aristocrat who 
believed in ‘vision and bigness of soul,’ the 
author of books and magazine columns, the 
wife of four-time President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, and a diplomat and tireless 
worker for universal human rights.   

 

Nevertheless, she began life an ‘ugly 
duckling,’ painfully shy and lonely.  Our play 
tells how she ultimately achieved greatness, 
‘across a barrier of fear.’” 

Jane’s performance is particularly compelling 
in these times of intense political discord 
when many are questioning the role of 
government in providing opportunities for 
the economic success and prosperity of all of 
its subjects.   
 

Tickets are being sold through the TUUC 
website and at the door.  25% of ticket sales 
goes to our Social Action Community 
Partners.   
 

Consider carpooling, arrive early, and bring a 
dish to share: 
A large crowd is anticipated so please get 
together with others who you know are 
coming and carpool to avoid congestion in 
the parking lot.  Please plan to arrive at 7 pm 
when doors open to take advantage of the 
information tables, beverage and fair-trade 
goods sales in the lobby, and to avoid delays 
in selling and distributing tickets. 
 

Many people will be coming from outside the 
TUUC community.  Please plan on bringing an 
appetizer, snack or dessert item to welcome 
our guests with our finest hospitality.  

 

Complimentary refreshments will be served 
following the performance.   

mailto:membership@towsonuuc.org


There hasn’t been any significant interest 
expressed regarding childcare, so we won’t 
be offering childcare at TUUC during the 
performance.  
In the event of inclement weather, please 
check the church website or Facebook page 

to determine whether there will be a 
postponement.  If necessary, Friday, 
February 23rd at 7 pm has been scheduled as 
the snow date.

USHER ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, February 11, 2018 
 

Date Time Adults Choir Lounge Total Visitors Total 
2/11/2018 9:30 am 25 20 5 50 ↓ 

2/11/2018 11:15 am 111 29 ? 140 8 
 
 
 

ONGOING & UPCOMING
 

SUNDAY SERVICE 
February 25 – 9:30 and 11:15 
The 25 Feb service will feature our teen 
YRUU group; cover pineapples, 
perseverance, and our 2017 service trip to 
WV; and be brought to you by the letter "P". 
 
 

ETHNIC LUNCH 
Wednesday, February 21 @ 12:30 PM 
Join us for Chinese food at at Jumbo Seafood 
(Chinese), 48 E. Sudbrook Lane, Pikesville, 
MD 21208. (410) 602-1441. All are welcome; 
however, sign-ups to 
Ethniclunch@towsonuuc.org  by Friday, 
February 16, are a must so we can be sure to 
have a table large enough to accommodate 
the group. Hope you will be able to join us! 
 

EVENING BOOK GROUP 
Wednesday, March 7 @ 7:30 PM 

We will meet downstairs to 
discuss The Ninth Hour by 
Alice McDermott (256 
pages).  This novel, set in Irish 
Brooklyn at the turn of the 
20th century, begins with  

 
a suicide.  It's a book about faith and family, 
love and lust, and sin and redemption, as the 
impact of that death moves across 
decades.  (The book for April 4th is A 
Gentleman in Moscow: A Novel by Amor 
Towles (468 pages)). If questions, please 
contact Carel Hedlund (info in directory).  
 

AGING GRACEFULLY 
Co-taught by Dr. Peggy Walton and Art Starr 
The class will be held in room 6, from 1 -2:30 
pm on Thursdays, March 29, April 5, 12, 19 
and 26. Consisting of lecture, written 
reflections, and small group sharing. Limited 
to a minimum of eight and a maximum of 14.  
 

Topics will include self-compassion, 
forgiveness, and life review, lessons from our 
past, confronting death, and creating a 
different vision of aging. Contact Art Starr, 
information in the directory. 
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TUUC values the internet privacy of our members, so we do not publish emails or telephone 
numbers in our newsletter.  If you are a member, please consult the online Fellowship One 
program for those details about a member, or contact the office during weekly hours to obtain the 
necessary number or email.  Thank you for understanding our efforts to safeguard your 
information. 

 
 

What’s happening at TUUC as of 02/16/2018 
February 16 through February 27 

 
Date Day Event Location Start Time 

16-Feb Friday Men's Breakfast Edenwald 8:30 AM 

17-Feb Saturday 3rd Saturday Work Party (various) 9:00 AM 

17-Feb Saturday Spring Musical Rehearsal Meeting Room & Rm 5 1:00 PM 

17-Feb Saturday Singles Group Potluck Lower Level Lobby 5:30 PM 

17 Feb Saturday Eleanor Roosevelt Performance Meeting Room & Lobby 7:00 PM 

18-Feb Sunday Sunday Service Meeting Room & Lobby 9:30 & 11:15 AM 

18-Feb Sunday Children’s Choir Room 5 10:40 AM 

18-Feb Sunday ADORE Rooms 1 & 2 1:00 PM 

18-Feb Sunday Culbertson Celebration of Life Meeting Room & Lobby 3:00 PM 

19 Feb Monday Handel Choir Meeting Room & Lobby 6:00 PM 

19-Feb Monday Mindful Meditation Room 7 7:00 PM 

20-Feb Tuesday Yoga Wellness Upper Level Lobby 6:45 PM 

20-Feb Tuesday A D O R E Room 1 & 2 7:30 PM 

20-Feb Tuesday Buddhist Book Group Room 6 7:30PM 

21-Feb Wednesday Wednesday Writers Room 6 10:30 AM 

21-Feb Wednesday Al-Anon Room 6 7:00 PM 

21-Feb Wednesday Board of Trustees Room 1 & 2 7:00 PM 

21-Feb Wednesday Spring Musical Rehearsal Meeting Room 7:00 PM 

22-Feb Thursday Sierra Club Room 1 & 2 6:30 PM 

22-Feb Thursday TUUC Choir Rehearsal Meeting Room 6:45 PM 

22-Feb Thursday Men's Group Meeting Room 7 7:30 PM 

23-Feb Friday Snow Date for 2/17 E. R. Meeting Room and Lobby 7:00 PM 

24-Feb Saturday Spring Musical Rehearsal Meeting Room  1:00 PM 

24-Feb Saturday Pie Making Rooms 1 & 2 3:00 PM 

24-Feb Saturday Stewardship Event Meeting Room and Lobby 5:00 PM 

25-Feb Sunday Sunday Service Meeting Room and Lobby 9:30 & 11:15 AM 

25-Feb Sunday Children's Choir Room 5 10:40 AM 



25-Feb Sunday Tau Delta Omega Rooms 1 & 2 4:00 PM 

26-Feb Monday Gallery Unicorn Art Hanging Meeting Room  11:00 AM 

26-Feb Monday CHADD Room 7 12:00 PM 

26-Feb Monday Handel Choir Meeting Room and Lobby 6:00 PM 

26-Feb Monday Mindful Meditation Room 7 7:00 PM 

26-Feb Monday Chalice Circle Room 6 7:30 PM 

27-Feb Tuesday Yoga Wellness Upper Level Lobby 6:45 PM 
 
 
 


