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People Soup and Our Creative Faith 
May 6  9:30 and 11:15 AM 
Spiritual question for May:  What Does It Mean to Be People of Creativity? 
Rev. Clare Petersberger, Joyce Duncan 
What does it mean to be a people of creativity?   Sixty-five years ago some youth risked forming 
relationships with youth from another denomination.  They brainstormed a journal called 
“People Soup” which they would write and publish themselves.  As a result, eight years later, 
the Unitarians and the Universalists formally consolidated on May 12, 1961.   
Today, we remember the creativity of these youth and reflect on how their example might 
shape the next 50 years of our creative faith. 
 

GREEN SANCTUARY MEETING, MAY 6 
The Green Sanctuary Committee will meet this Sunday, between services downstairs.   
All are welcome. 
 

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 

 

YRUU participants in grades 8 through 12 will be offering lunch after the second service and 
before the congregational meeting. Be prepared for gourmet wraps (humus, spinach, turkey, 
cheese, etc) and a delicious strawberry dessert cups (vegetarian option available). This is for 
donation to the youth group service project fund for next year. 
 

We will start out upstairs for our usual song, chalice lighting, welcome, and then a story. We will 
then be sung out to classrooms. 
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K/1st grades: Creating Home, 15   
This session will introduce children to the 
life of the prophet Muhammad, explore 
feelings, both positive and negative, that can 
be evoked by your faith home; and provide 
an experience for children of gaining insights 
from one of the Unitarian Universalist 
sources, the world's religions. Children will 
also start to learn an easy song to sing for 
YRE Sunday.  
 

2nd/3rd grades: Timeless Themes  
This class is visiting Our Daily Bread to see 
where the tins of lasagna made earlier in the 
year end up. Please meet at 10:20 in the 
lower level open area to arrange carpools. 
Make sure you have given us a signed 

permission form unless a parent or guardian 
is accompanying your child on the trip. 
 

4th/5th grades: Bibleodeon #24   
This group will also start to plan what they 
would like to share with the congregation on 
YRE Sunday and start an art project. 

 

6th/7th grades: Crossing Paths Lake Sunday   
The class will learn about the AME church to 
prepare for a visit on May 20 and do  
a unit on race.  
 

8th - 12th grades:  This group will prepare for 
food sale ahead of the congregational 
meeting. 
 

 

YRE ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 2018     11:15AM     (Children/Teachers) 

Nursery K - 1st 2nd - 
3rd 

4th - 5th 6th- 7th 7th- 8th (OWL) YRUU TOTAL 
CHILDREN 

1 6/2 8/2 3/1 4/2 4/2 1/1 27 
 
 

AMONG US 
 

We are sad to hear of the recent death of Don Blamberg, husband of Pat Murphy, both 
longtime friends of this congregation. A memorial service for Don will be held a week from this 
Saturday on May 12 at the Columbia church, 7246 Cradlerock Way, Columbia, MD 21045.                                   
Time of the service is 12 Noon with a reception to follow.  Pat’s contact information is in the 
church directory. 
 

FROM THE BOARD 
 

TOWN HALL MEETINGS 
All are welcome and encouraged to attend the upcoming town 
hall meetings. The first one was held on Sunday, April 15th.  
Agenda items for this town hall included a financial update 
regarding the budget and stewardship. Additionally, the 
Personnel Committee presented the UUA Fair Compensation 
guidelines for staff. An update on the Board's 3 year rolling 
plan was also provided. 

The second town hall meeting will be held this Sunday, May 6th. This meeting will also include 
the financial update. The primary agenda item will be a presentation from the governance task 
force regarding their proposed structure to implement on a try out basis for the next year. 
 



ADULT RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 

 

FROM WHERE DO OUR BELIEFS COME? 
How did each of us come to our individual 
beliefs will be examined by expressing those 
beliefs and what made each of us decide 
upon them.  Examples of areas of discussion 
might include whether there is a god or not; 
animals and plants have souls; whether 
good behaviors are rewarded or not; 
reincarnation; afterlife communication; 
E.S.P.; free will, and, finally, love.   
The next seminar—May 16th—will take 
place in Room 5 (downstairs) from 7:30 to 
9:00 p.m.  Presenter:  Harold Zeckel 

 

MARY MAGDELENE ENERGY WORKSHOP 
Mary Magdalene is one of the most 
devoted disciples of Jesus.  With the sacred 

feminine energies emerging in our 
civilization, now is the time to cultivate the  
qualities shown to us through  
Mary Magdalene.  
On Sunday, May 20, from 1:30-3 PM, there 
will be a free workshop in Room 6 led 
by Betsey Gilbert, during which time we will 
discover and explore the essence qualities  
of Tenderness, Devotion, Peace, and 
Oneness through discussion and 
meditation.  Open to both women and 
men.   For additional info contact Art Starr 
(see directory). 
 
 
 

 
 

FROM THE OFFICE 

 

Reminder: please check 
the TUUC calendar 
before planning a 
meeting or event; 
complete an in-house 
space use form for 

congregational meetings or events and then 
contact the office to schedule. Want an 
easier view of the website calendar on your 
computer or on your smart phone? Click on 
"agenda" in the upper right hand corner to 
get a day/hour view of the calendar.  

Note: A New Threshold 
Deadline Time! 
The new deadline for 
submissions to  
The TUUC Threshold will 
be 12 Noon on 

Wednesday, replacing the old 3 PM 
Wednesday time. The change was made to 
encourage earlier submissions and to allow 
the editor to complete all formatting by the 
end of the work day.

 

GREEN SANCTUARY 

 

MOTHER'S DAY FAIR TRADE COFFEE AND 
CHOCOLATE SALE, MAY 13 
 
Celebrate Mother's Day with organic, fair 
trade coffee and chocolate from the Green 
Sanctuary Committee's table in the 
lobby.  Your purchases support fair 
compensation for responsible farmers,  

 
 

including many women working to support 
their families, and directly fund the fair 
trade coffee served during Sunday coffee 
hour.  
 

ONE WATER PARTNERSHIP 
TUUC is considering joining Interfaith 
Partners for the Chesapeake (IPC) program 



called One Water Partnership as part of our 
commitment as a Green Sanctuary.  
 

One Water Partnership asks congregations 
to take at least one step toward reducing 
their impact on the Jones Falls watershed.  

Although our building is not in the Jones Fall 
watershed, many of our members  
 

live within it. If you are interested in joining 
the bus tour of Baltimore neighborhoods 
and congregations that are part of this 
initiative, please respond to Bonnie Sorak of 
IPC. (see fliers available in the lobby). 
 
 
 

GREETERS
 

GREETERS NEEDED 
"Let us be a house of welcome."  Those are 
words from the closing hymn we sang a few 
weeks ago.  In order to live up to that  
 
imperative we need you to help us out by 
welcoming visitors to our services each 
week at the Greeters' Table at the  
front door.   
What does it take to be a TUUC 
greeter?  You should be kind, thoughtful, 
and a good listener...that means anyone in 
our congregation qualifies!  It helps if you 
remember how uncertain you were when 
you first came to TUUC or a Unitarian 
Universalist service, since that will be a 
connection you have with first time visitors, 
too.   

 

What are your obligations?  It's a convenient 
and easy way to give service.  Arrive 25-30 
minutes before the service begins to greet 

visitors, and stay 20 minutes after the 
service to reconnect and find out how what  

visitors thought of the service and how we 
can further find ways for them to explore 
TUUC as their spiritual home.   

You get to pick the dates and service times 
when you can do this.  Each month there's a 
Doodle poll sent out to the list of 
greeters.  Sign up for the service that fits 
your schedule.   
 

So could you give us less than an hour once 
a month or even once every other 
month?  If so let us know at the Greeters' 
Table that you would like to add your name 
to our team list or contact Jane Selewach 
directly. 
 

Please share your smiles, your reasons for 
coming to TUUC, and your warmth.   Let's 
make sure visitors, new members,  
and one another know that we are a  
"house of welcome." 

 
 

UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

Every year in June, 
the Unitarian 
Universalist 
Association 
convenes a General 

Assembly to pass resolutions and provide 
direction on use of UUA resources in 
matters of social action. There are 

numerous worship opportunities and 
workshops on various topics, including 
church administration, humanism, 
leadership development, religious 
exploration, and social justice.  
 

This year, GA will be in Kansas City, Missouri 
from June 20 until 24. Registration opens  
 



on March 1. There is a cost for registration, 
which is higher if you attend in person.  
Participation online is possible for a lower 
fee. More information can be found at 
https://www.uua.org/ga .  
Registering early is recommended as the 
cost goes up closer to the event. If you 
would like attend in person, the UUA has 
blocked rooms at local hotels for discounted 
rates. However, these rooms tend to go 
quickly; so registering early will ensure 
housing.  

TUUC has been allotted five delegates. 
Delegates vote in the general sessions on 
Actions of Immediate Witness, 
Congregational Study Issues, and Bylaws 
changes.  
 

Although being there in person is best, you 
can be an off-site delegate and participate 
remotely via computer. If you are interested 
in being a delegate for TUUC, please contact 
Jasmine Faelyn at president@towsonuuc.org. 
 

 

MUSIC 

 

UNION SERVICE 
On Sunday, May 6, at 4 PM (Musical Prelude 
beginning at 3:30), you are invited to attend 
the Union Service of congregations in the 
Greater Baltimore area, which celebrates 
William Ellery Channing's famous 1819 
"Baltimore Sermon," laying out the founding 
principles for American Unitarianism.  This 
year, the service will be held at the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Columbia, 7246 
Cradlerock Way, Columbia 21045. Map, 
directions, and general congregational 
information on the 
website: www.uucolumbia.net.  On the day 
before (Saturday, May 5), choirs from the 
area congregations are invited to participate 
in a workshop with the highly regarded 
choral conductor Dr. Glen Thomas Rideout, 
and he will conduct during the service on 
May 6.  We will be learning music by 
rote!  Sermon will be given by Rev.  Abhi 
Janamanchi of Cedar Lane UU. 
 

TUUC DRUM CIRCLE 
The Drum Circle will meet on Saturday,  
May 12 at 7 PM.  Bring a drum and/or small 
percussion if you have them.  Join in the 
rhythmic fun, learn a little about playing 

djembe, and be part of the meditative 
drumming, too. 

 

YOUNG PEOPLE TO SING ON JUNE 10TH! 
We're gathering students in the following 
classes who would like to sing for the  
YRE Service on June 10th:  6th & 7th 
graders, OWL students, and YRUU 
combined.  Please notify Tracy Hall if you 
think you will sing that day.  We will 
rehearse BEFORE church and YRE on  
June 3rd at 9:30. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC SERVICE ON MAY 20 
The special service on May 20 at 10:30 AM 
(PLEASE NOTE ONE SERVICE AND TIME!)  
will include some very unusual music, and  
will also be very interactive.  We're exploring 
our creativity and doing some special 
activities that involve our senses,  
movement, and creating some music on the 
spot.  Please dress comfortably (we promise 
absolutely EVERYONE can participate, 
regardless of your physical condition), bring 
a musical instrument if you play one, and 
plan to have some fun that day!   
 

 

https://www.uua.org/ga
mailto:president@towsonuuc.org
https://maps.google.com/?q=7246+Cradlerock+Way&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=7246+Cradlerock+Way&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.uucolumbia.net/


If you are bringing an instrument that is not 
in the key of C--like a trumpet, or a clarinet, 
or a saxophone or French horn--please  
 

contact Tracy Hall ahead of time so she can 
help you to join in the fun! 

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION SESSION  
Are you interested in deepening your 
relationship with Towson Unitarian 
Universalist Church?  Once a month, the 
Membership Committee offers a one-hour 
session on membership in a Unitarian 
Universalist congregation, which includes a 
brief discussion of UU theology and history  

and a light lunch.  The next session is Sunday, 
May 20 in Room 6.  It will start at  
12 PM.  If you are interested in attending, 
please contact Karyn Marsh at 
membership@towsonuuc.org . 

 

NEWCOMER POTLUCK AND FELLOWSHIP 
The Membership Committee is hosting a 
newcomer potluck at a member's home on 
Saturday, May 19, starting at 6 PM.   
All new members and friends are 
welcome.  If you are interested in attending, 
please RSVP Karyn Marsh via email at 
membership@to.wsonuuc.org  Can't attend 
on May 19?  We will be having a summer 
fellowship on June 30. 
 
 
 

SOCIAL ACTION 

 

Since our Social Action Committee meeting 
would normally fall on Mother's Day (5/13), 
it will instead be held the following Sunday, 
5/20, following the single 10:30 service.  All 
are welcome to the meeting, in the open 
area downstairs.  An agenda will be sent to 
members. 

 

ACTC (Assistance Center Towson Churches) 
ACTC is conducting a matching fund drive 
during the months of April and May to 

replace the Finestein Challenge. Note on the 
memo line “Towson Unitarian Universalist 
Church.” For more information contact Herb 
Shankroff.  
 

ACTC is running low on dry cereal and 
canned meat. There is an oversupply of 
macaroni and cheese and plastic bags. For 
further information, contact Sue or Herb 
Shankroff.

NOTICES

SPECIAL WOODLANDS PROTECTION DAY 
Help out with protecting our young trees 
from weeds and deer.  
Saturday, May 5, 10 am - noon. 
Jobs include in order of priority:   

 Weed whacking around the 
trees.  (We need an able body to 
operate the church's weed-whacker.) 

 Re-staking and re-installing fencing 
around the trees 

 Placing wood chips around the trees  

 Weed whacking to create paths to 
access the trees for future watering  

 Removing lesser celandine if in the 
area. 

mailto:membership@towsonuuc.org
mailto:membership@to.wsonuuc.org


 Clearing out sites for future 
installation of two bird houses and 
planting of native shrubs. 

 

Work boots or sturdy shoes and long pants 
strongly recommended. Please contact 
Janet at janet.schollen@gmail.com or Todd 
at houseandgrounds@towsonuuc.org  

 

GALLERY UNICORN 
Gallery 
Unicorn is 
pleased to 
host “The 
Color of 
Light”, an 
exhibition of 
beautiful, 
colorful oil 
paintings by 
Duane 
Sabiston,  
Dana 
Enders, and 
Jodi Enders. 

The exhibition opened on Sunday, April 29  
A big thank you to George Harrison for helping 
to hang the current show, to Len Proctor and 
Michael Magrogan  for assistance with the 
reception, and to Dorothy and Diane Hosmer 
and Kai for announcements. 
 

Gallery hours are weekdays between 10 AM 
and 3 PM. The exhibition will run through June 
3, 2018. For more information call 410-825-
6045. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Working with the 
American Red 
Cross, we've 
scheduled 
Saturday,  

May 19, 2018 for the next TUUC Blood Drive. 
With May 19th coming up fast, please check 
your calendar and consider donating blood 
at our drive. When you see our appointment 
sign-up sheet in the church  

Lobby, please stop by and select an 
appointment time between 9:00 a.m. and 
2:30 p.m. on May 19th. Contact Clare Flynn-
Avallone if you have any questions. Give the 
Gift of Life - Give Blood!" 

 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY INFO 
Registration for 
General Assembly in 
June in Kansas City is 
now open. But first 
you may want to 

register to serve as a volunteer.  Search for 
GA Volunteer Application on the UUA.org 
website.   

 

If you are applying to work as a volunteer 
you will work 18 hours and your cost for 
registration will be covered.  Do not register 
until you have been contacted about 
volunteering in April.   
 

I have worked three years in registration. 
Other jobs include ushering, helping with 
accessibility, Cyber Café, and more.  For 
questions, contact Marti MacKenzie. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:janet.schollen@gmail.com
mailto:houseandgrounds@towsonuuc.org


UU SUMMER CAMPS 
AND PROGRAMS 
Are you considering 
going to General 
Assembly this year?  As 
noted by Jasmine,  
it will be held June 20 – 
24, 2018, in Kansas City 

MO.   

 

There are other ways to gather in body and 
spirit with other UUs during the summer. 
Here are some options that are popular with 
TUUC members: 
 

UUMAC (Pennsylvania) 
July 8 – 14, 2018, at DeSales University - one 
week with workshops, family-oriented 
activities and off-site trips, singing and music. 
Ask Joyce Duncan, Tom Zeller, or Tracy Hall 
about UUMAC. 
www.uumac.org/wordpress/   

 
SUUSI (North Carolina) 
July 15 – 21, 2018 at Western Carolina 
University - one week with a large variety of 
workshops, nature trips, singing, worship, 
dancing, good for families, singles, couples 
and those with mobility challenges.   
Ask Sue Royer or Marie Razulis about SUUSI. 
www.suusi.org/   
 

Ferry Beach (Maine) 
Various theme camps and conferences (3 – 
7 days) during different weeks of the 
summer.  Ask Jay Herzog or Robin Sinn 
about Ferry Beach. 
www.ferrybeach.org/   
 

Other UU camps include Murray Grove (NJ), 
and Star Island (NH). 
 

Consider making a UU summer camp or 
conference part of your summer 
experience! 

PRAISES FOR UUMAC 
As a response to the newsletter feature on 
UU summer activities, I would like to offer 
my reflections on UUMAC. 
 

Because most UU's attend the Unitarian 
Universalist Mid-Atlantic Conference as 
families, I had not attended, though always 
had heard enthusiastic reports in the past.  

However, in 2016 I made a wonderful  
(life-changing?) decision: I would invite my 
13-year-old granddaughter to attend with 
me. 
   

Well, she LOVED it, as she affirmed 
yesterday, and she has gone again, along 
with her sister, who also LOVED it, and her 
cousin, who isn't even Unitarian and is 
returning because she LOVED it! 
 

Rose felt welcomed from the minute we 
joined the others for Sunday dinner  She 
found "soul-mates" and can’t wait to get 
back this July for her 3rd year. 
 
She immediately felt comfortable enough to 
take some leadership in planning the 
vespers service the teens were in charge of 
as well as contributing, with Joyce Duncan's 
daughter Emma, to entertainment at one of 
the evening events. I saw new talents and 
was inspired by her. 
 

I recommend UUMAC for a wonderful 
bonding with other UU's for you and your 
children, if you have children. I recommend 
it as a family vacation for a week of time 
together-and-apart. I recommend it for 
good food and accommodations (college 
dorm), but most of all for growth. 
 

Please, check it out on-line.  
www.uumac.org  
Marilyn Carlisle

http://www.uumac.org/wordpress/
http://www.suusi.org/
http://www.ferrybeach.org/
https://www.murraygrove.org/
http://starisland.org/
http://www.uumac.org/


 

USHER ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, April 29, 2018 

Date Time Adults Choir Lounge Total Visitors Total 

4/29/2018 9:30 am 28 22 3 53 ↓ 
4/29/2018 11:15 am 71 21 - 92 8 

 
 

ONGOING & UPCOMING
 

SUNDAY SERVICE 
May 13      9:30 and 11:15 AM 
Spiritual Motherhood 
Rev. Clare Petersberger, Rich Madaleno, 
11:15 service 
Julia Ward Howe was a creative 19th century 
Unitarian.  She awoke after a visit to see the 
Union troops to write the six verses to “The 
Battle Hymn of the Republic.”  Twelve years 
later, however, she penned a Mother’s Day 
proclamation for peace---inviting an 
international gathering of women on June 2 
to bring qualities of motherhood:  
compassion, patience, caring for one’s 
family, active citizenship.  She had a vision of 
spiritual motherhood that involved citizens 
“exerting influence and watchfulness in all 
the walks of life….(giving every person) a 
noble part to perform in the great drama of 
the world.”  Her goal was world peace.  On 
this Mother’s Day, we celebrate spiritual 
motherhood past and present.  Senator Rich 
Madaleno will speak on creativity, 
compassion, and citizenship in our second 
service. 
 

AGING TOGETHER   
Tuesday, May 15 @1 - 2 PM 
CURIOSITY: We'll continue our discussion on 
this topic.  

 

As we contemplate growing older, what are 
each of us curious about right now?  What 
do each of us want to explore, what is 
surprising to each of us, what is challenging,  

 
 

 

what is daunting? What are some of the 
lessons we've learnt?  And are other people  

more or less curious about us? 'The cure for 
boredom is curiosity.' said Dorothy Parker. 
'There is no cure for curiosity'.  
 

We welcome visitors. Contact: Carol Mason 
 

SINGLES FELLOWSHIP GROUP POTLUCK 
Saturday, May 26 @ 6 PM  
Join the Singles Fellowship Group for a 
potluck with good food and conversation at 
one of our homes.  We 
offer an atmosphere for fellowship and 
friendship among TUUC single adults.  We 
range in age from the 60's to 80's, but gladly 
welcome anyone to join us.  Please 
call Ronald Rowley (church directory) to 
RSVP and to get more information.   

 

EVENING BOOK GROUP 
Wednesday, June 6 @  
7:30 PM 
We'll meet downstairs to 
discuss The Hate U 
Give by Angie Thomas 
(464 pages)).   Inspired 
by the Black Lives Matter 
movement, Angie 

Thomas’s searing debut about an ordinary 
girl in extraordinary circumstances 
addresses issues of racism and police 
violence with intelligence, heart, and 
unflinching honesty.   Newcomers always 
welcome.  Please contact Carel Hedlund 
(info in directory) if any question. 



SUMMER WORSHIP

COMING THIS SUMMER! 
The TUUC Lay Worship Associates are gearing up for 
the summer! This year, we’ll explore the idea of 
CREATING CONNECTIONS! How do we build and 
strengthen bonds with each other and the wider 
world? Annual favorites such as Storytelling and 
Poetry return, and there will be services on the 
inevitability of change, creative jobs, humility, and 
much more! From June 17-August 19, come connect 
with us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TUUC values the internet privacy of our members, so we do not publish emails or telephone 
numbers in our newsletter.  If you are a member, please consult the online Fellowship One 
program for those details about a member, or contact the office during weekly hours to obtain 
the necessary number or email.  Thank you for understanding our efforts to safeguard your 
information. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

What’s happening at TUUC through May 11 as of 05/04/2018 
 

4-May Friday Handel Choir Rehearsal Meeting Room & Lobby 6 PM 

5-May Saturday Irina Briskin Recitals Meeting Room 4:00 PM 

6-May Sunday Sunday Service Meeting Room & Lobby 9:30 & 11:15 AM 

6-May Sunday Green Sanctuary Meeting Lower Level Lounge 10:30 AM 

6-May Sunday Children's Choir Room 5 10:40 AM 

6-May Sunday Townhall Meeting  Meeting Room 12:45 PM 

6-May Sunday Classical Guitar Recital Meeting Room 3:00 PM 

7-May Monday Board of Trustees Meeting Rooms 1 & 2 7:00 PM 

7-May Monday Mindful Meditation Room 7 7:00 PM 

7-May Monday Chalice Circle w/Michael Magrogan Room 6 7:30 PM 

8-May Tuesday Aging Together Lobby 1:00 PM 

8-May Tuesday Yoga Wellness 4 Life Lobby 6:45 PM 

8-May Tuesday Chalice Circle w/MaryBeth Brizzolara Room 7 7:30 PM 

9-May Wednesday Wednesday Writers Room 6 10:30 AM 

9-May Wednesday Chalice Circle w/Marcia Brooks Room 7 12:30 PM 

9-May Wednesday IMPROV Meeting Room 7:00 PM 

9-May Wednesday Al Anon Room 6 7:00 PM 

9-May Wednesday O-Team Meeting Lobby 7:30 PM 

10-May Thursday TUUC Choir Rehearsal Meeting Room  6:45 PM 

10-May Thursday Chalice Circle w/Robin Sinn Room 7 7:30 PM 

10-May Thursday Men's Group Meeting  Room 6 7:30 PM 

11-May Friday Board Games with the Board Rooms 1 & 2/Lower Lobby 4:00 PM 

11-May Friday Available Light Meeting Room 6:30 PM 
 
 


