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Creativity and the Senses 
May 20, 2018      ONE SERVICE at 10:30 AM 
Tracy Hall, the TUUC Choir 
We often think of the arts when we think of creativity.  But it’s a complex and layered 
phenomenon that displays itself in a variety of fields and experiences. Sometimes it seems 
elusive; sometimes it stems from need and fuels an amazing resourcefulness; sometimes it is 
therapeutic and provides endless beauty.  It can be especially enjoyable when it arises in a state 
of openness, freedom and spontaneity.  What is your relationship with creativity?  Come 
explore this question through some special music, through some activities, and through 
connecting with your fellow TUUCers.  If you play any type of musical instrument, please bring 
yours today and help us engage in some on-the-spot creativity during the service. 
 

NEWS ABOUT US 

 

We regret to inform you of the death of Ed Park on May 13.  Ed and Iris were long time 
members of TUUC who just recently located to Pensacola, Florida.   
 

Ed was born on August 24, 1918, and was looking forward to celebrating his 100th birthday this 
year.  He received a degree in architecture from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 
a master’s degree in city planning from Harvard.   
 

Ed and Iris married in 1957 and celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary last year.  They were 
members of First Unitarian Church of Baltimore before moving to Timonium when The Towson 
Unitarian Universalist Church was still located on Bosley Avenue.  Their children, David and 
Mary Anne, attended Sunday School classes at The Towson Unitarian Universalist Church.  
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A Welcoming Congregation 



Ed was a gentleman. His keen intellect enjoyed probing history, religion, culture, and 
politics.  He was a renaissance person and a patron of the arts.  And he was a gentle man who 
took a genuine interest in others.   Ed Park will be greatly missed.     
 

Notes of condolence may be sent to: 
 

Iris Park 
985 Legacy Oaks Drive 
Pensacola, Florida  32514-3319 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - COMING SOON! 

 

 
 
 
 

HOUSE AND GROUNDS 

 

Due to ongoing weather issues, this Saturday’s work party has been cancelled. 
 

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 

 

We will start out upstairs for our usual song, 
chalice lighting, welcome, and then a story. 
We will then be sung out to classrooms. 
 

K/1st Grade, 2nd/3rd Grade, and 4th/5th 
grade classes will be completing their 
curricula and planning for YRE Sunday on 
June 10.  
 

6th/7th Grade class will be visiting Mt. 
Calvary AME church in Towson. 
 

OWL and YRUU (8th-12th grades) are invited 
to attend the special music service on 
creativity.

 
 

https://maps.google.com/?q=985+Legacy+Oaks+Drive+%0D%0A+Pensacola,+Florida+32514&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=985+Legacy+Oaks+Drive+%0D%0A+Pensacola,+Florida+32514&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=985+Legacy+Oaks+Drive+%0D%0A+Pensacola,+Florida+32514&entry=gmail&source=g


YRE ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, May 13, 2018     11:15 AM     (Children/Teachers) 

Nursery K - 1st 2nd - 3rd 4th - 5th 6th- 7th 7th- 8th (OWL) YRUU TOTAL 
CHILDREN 

0 7/2 3/2 2/2 0/0 NA 2/2 14 
 

  
CLARE’S COLLOQUY 

 

Our spiritual question for May is, “What 
does it mean to be a people of creativity?” 
 

A TUUC member reminded me, recently, 
that creative people have ideas. 
He wrote to say he would like to gift me and 
Don with eight canna lily rhizomes that had 
wintered over in his basement. He wrote 
how they like the sun and the hummingbirds 
like them.  He added, “They will be taller 
than you.”   
 

Creative people are action oriented.  This 
member ended his generous offer of the 
canna lily rhizomes with one more offer----
to help plant them.  Sure enough, Sean 
Mackey appeared with a dog on a leash and 
a garden hoe in one hand and a bright 
yellow bag containing about 20 canna lily 
rhizomes and a trowel in the other. 
 

Creative people are wise from practice.  
After studying the trajectory of light across 
our backyard, Sean pointed to where we 
would plant the canna lily rhizomes that 
they might receive the fullest sunlight.   
 

Creative people are energetic and 
enthusiastic about creating something new.  
We set to work.  Sean did most of the work 
of planting with the garden hoe.  But I made 
a small contribution with the trowel!   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Creative people have a sense of 
accomplishment.  After sculpting and 
patting the earth, Sean rinsed his hands in 
water from the garden hose, packed up his 
tools, untied his dog from the wisteria, and 
returned to his car. 
 

This month we are exploring what it means 
to be a people of creativity in terms of 
experimenting with new ideas; acting on our 
values of caring and nurturing; joining our 
wisdom, practices, energy and talents to 
create beloved community; and honoring 
the sense of accomplishment brought by 
being a people of creativity. 
 

As I type, the headlines are filled with news 
that President Trump has decided to pull the 
United States out of the Iran nuclear deal.  I 
do not know where this news will lead us in 
terms of our nation’s relationship to much 
of the world.   
 

Thanks to Sean Mackey, I do know where to 
look for green sprouts, and, hopefully later 
in the summer, hummingbirds flying around 
red canna lilies.   
 

And I do know where to look for visionary, 
supportive, hard-working, wise, enthusiastic 
people who come together “to create a 
world more fair with all her people one.”   
 

See you in church.  

 

 ---Rev. Clare 
 
 



 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION
 

MARY MAGDELENE ENERGY WORKSHOP 
Mary Magdalene is one of the most 
devoted disciples of Jesus.  With the sacred 
feminine energies emerging in our 
civilization, now is the time to cultivate the 
qualities shown to us through Mary Magdalene.  

 

This Sunday, May 20, from 1:30 - 3 PM, there 
will be a free workshop in Room 6 led by 

Betsey Gilbert, during which time we will 
discover and explore the essence qualities  
of Tenderness, Devotion, Peace, and 
Oneness through discussion and  
meditation.  Open to both women and 
men.   For additional info contact Art Starr 
(see directory).

 

THOUGHTS FROM THE BOARD 
 

If you were to found an organization, what 
would it be?  What would be its purpose or 
its mission? How would you structure it to 
achieve that mission?  What if that 
organization was a religious community? 
What would it look like?   

 

Would it consist of people of many different 
ages, genders, or ethnicities and from a 
variety of professions and socio-economic 
circumstances? How would you organize the 
leadership of that community to achieve and 
maintain diversity? 
 

The question for May is “how do we be a 
people of creativity?” With the emerging 
blossoms of a resurrected earth all around 
us, we are reminded that creation is an 
ongoing and not a one-time act and that to 
sustain life we must continually change to 
adapt to changing circumstances.  We must 
create and recreate. For organizations, this 
means constantly examining internal 
processes against the mission and vision of 
the organization.   
 

 
Organizations achieve their missions and 
vision through governance that is tailored to 
their purpose. It’s like choosing a pickup 

truck to haul a bulk load of mulch over a 
Prius sedan. While governance structures 
can be tools for empowerment, they can 
also be tools for oppression.  

 

How we structure relationships of power 
and authority in a group reflects our values 
and our deepest and usually subconscious 
beliefs about the nature of humanity.  

 

Unfortunately, governance systems can, and 
often do, institutionalize implicit biases. 
Therefore, if TUUC is to be a community of 
creativity and fulfill its mission of deepening 
“our ethical and spiritual lives together as 
we work for racial, social and environmental 
justice,” we must be willing to assess our 
current governance.  

 

TUUC must be willing to ask the hard 
question of how, in spite of our sincerest 
conscious desire to be allies to the 
marginalized, we the members have 
unwittingly perpetuated systems of injustice 
even within our walls.  
 

Over the last two years, the TUUC Board has 
been educating itself on governance and 
examining TUUC’s current governance 
structure with the help of the UUA.  



Rev. David Pyle of the UUA prepared a 
governance assessment last year as part of 
that effort.  

 

The governance assessment concluded that 
the current structure encourages the 
formation of silos within the church, which 
promotes in turn unhealthy competition, 
distrust, blaming, and anxiety, while 
inhibiting diversity and growth.  

 

Rev. Pyle made several recommendations 
that the Board has adopted in creating a 
new governance structure through the 
Governance Task Force. 
 

In offering a new TUUC governance 
structure, the TUUC Board is not disparaging 
the work of many individuals in this 
congregation to further social justice over 

the last decade, but lifting that work up and 
supporting it by asking how we can be more 
effective as an organization. The proposed 
governance structure seeks to empower 
members to be the change they seek by 
creating stronger connections among us.  
This governance model clearly defines roles 
and responsibilities to prevent overlap of 
efforts, to streamline communication 
between governing, administrative, and 
programming bodies, and to foster greater 
coordination and unity of purpose in 
forwarding our mission.  
To learn more about the prospective 
governance model and provide feedback, 
we invite you to an informational meeting at 
TUUC on May 15 at 7:00 pm or contact 
anyone on the Board, including me, Karyn 
Marsh, secretary@towsonuuc.org .  

 

OUR GOUCHER STUDENT 

 

For those of you who are new to TUUC, our 
congregation is helping to sponsor a student 
at Goucher College.  Our agreement 
specifies that the student come from a 
country on the “banned” list.   
 

 

Our student, Parsa Sheikholeslami, is from 
Iran.  He was at Goucher for the fall 
semester, but, due to health issues, had to 
take the spring semester off.  He is returning 
for the summer due to visa requirements.   

 

He will be taking one class at Goucher and 
the rest at CCBC for the summer term.  Two 
wonderful TUUC members have stepped 
forward to lend him vehicles so he can get 
back and forth to school. He will be living in 
the dorm on the Goucher Campus. 
 

We have made a commitment for $5000 per 
semester.  This summer semester will not 
cost near as much as the regular school 
year.  So we are hoping to raise $1000 to 
help him through this summer.  We will 
resume our regular $5000 commitment in 
the fall.   

 

If you would like to make a donation of any 
amount to help Parsa out, please specify 
“Goucher Student” when you do so.  He has 
expressed so much gratitude for our 
support.  I hope you will get a chance to 
meet him this summer.  Any questions 
should be directed to Monica Sweidel at 
stewardship@towsonuuc.org . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:secretary@towsonuuc.org
mailto:stewardship@towsonuuc.org


GREETERS
 

GREETERS NEEDED 
"Let us be a house of welcome."  Those are 
words from the closing hymn we sang a few 
weeks ago.  In order to live up to that  
imperative we need you to help us out by 
welcoming visitors to our services each 
week at the Greeters' Table at the  
front door.   
 

What does it take to be a TUUC 
greeter?  You should be kind, thoughtful, 
and a good listener...that means anyone in 
our congregation qualifies!  It helps if you 
remember how uncertain you were when 
you first came to TUUC or a Unitarian  

Universalist service, since that will be a 
connection you have with first time visitors, 
too.   

 

What are your obligations?  It's a convenient 
and easy way to give service.  Arrive 25-30 
minutes before the service begins to greet 
visitors, and stay 20 minutes after the 
service to reconnect and find out how what  

 
 
 
 

 
visitors thought of the service and how we 
can further find ways for them to explore 
TUUC as their spiritual home.  You get to 
pick the dates and service times when you 
can do this.  Each month there's a Doodle 
poll sent out to the list of greeters.  Sign up 
for the service that fits your schedule.   

 
So could you give us less than an hour once 
a month or even once every other 
month?  If so let us know at the Greeters'  
Table that you would like to add your name 
to our team list or contact Jane Selewach 
directly. 
 

Please share your smiles, your reasons for 
coming to TUUC, and your warmth.   Let's 
make sure visitors, new members,  
and one another know that we are a  
"house of welcome." 

 
 
 
 
 

UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

Every year in June, 
the Unitarian 
Universalist 
Association 
convenes a General 

Assembly to pass resolutions and provide 
direction on use of UUA resources in 
matters of social action. There are 
numerous worship opportunities and 
workshops on various topics, including 
church administration, humanism, 
leadership development, religious 
exploration, and social justice.  
 

This year, GA will be in Kansas City, Missouri 
from June 20 until 24. Registration opens  
on March 1. There is a cost for registration, 
which is higher if you attend in person.  
Participation online is possible for a lower 
fee. More information can be found at 
https://www.uua.org/ga .  
Registering early is recommended as the 
cost goes up closer to the event. If you 
would like attend in person, the UUA has 
blocked rooms at local hotels for discounted 
rates. However, these rooms tend to go 
quickly; so registering early will ensure 
housing.  

https://www.uua.org/ga


 

TUUC has been allotted five delegates. 
Delegates vote in the general sessions on 
Actions of Immediate Witness, 
Congregational Study Issues, and Bylaws 
changes. Although being there in person is 

best, you can be an off-site delegate and 
participate remotely via computer. If you are 
interested in being a delegate for TUUC, 
please contact Jasmine Faelyn at 
president@towsonuuc.org .

 

MUSIC 

 

YOUNG PEOPLE TO SING ON JUNE 10TH! 
We're gathering students in the following 
classes who would like to sing for the YRE 
Service on June 10th:  6th & 7th graders, 
OWL students, and YRUU combined.  Please 
notify Tracy Hall if you think you will sing 
that day.  We will rehearse BEFORE church 
and YRE on JUNE 3rd at 9:30. 

 
 
 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC SERVICE ON MAY 20TH 
The special service on May 20th at 10:30 AM 
(PLEASE NOTE ONE SERVICE AND TIME!) will 
include some unusual choral music, and also 
will be very interactive.  We're exploring our 
creativity, and doing some special activities 
that involve our senses, movement, and 
creating some music on the spot.  Hope to 
see you there for the fun! 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION SESSION  
Are you interested in deepening your 
relationship with Towson Unitarian 
Universalist Church?  Once a month, the 
Membership Committee offers a one-hour 
session on membership in a Unitarian  
 

Universalist congregation, which includes a 
brief discussion of UU theology and history  

and a light lunch.  The next session is this 
Sunday, May 20, in Room 6.  It will start at 12 
PM.  If you are interested in attending, 
please contact Karyn Marsh at 
membership@towsonuuc.org . 
 

NEWCOMER POTLUCK AND FELLOWSHIP  
The Membership 
Committee is 
hosting a 
newcomer 
potluck at a 

member's home on this Saturday, May 19, 
starting at 6 PM.   
All new members and friends are welcome.   
If you are interested in attending, please 
RSVP Karyn Marsh via email at 
membership@to.wsonuuc.org  Can't attend 
on May 19?  We will be having a summer 
fellowship on June 30. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:president@towsonuuc.org
mailto:membership@towsonuuc.org
mailto:membership@to.wsonuuc.org


FROM THE OFFICE 

 

Reminder: please check 
the TUUC calendar 
before planning a 
meeting or event; 
complete an in-house 
space use form for 

congregational meetings or events and then 
contact the office to schedule. Want an 
easier view of the website calendar on your 
computer or on your smart phone? Click on 
"agenda" in the upper right hand corner to 
get a day/hour view of the calendar.  

Note: A New Threshold 
Deadline Time! 
The new deadline for 
submissions to  
The TUUC Threshold will 
be 12 Noon on 

Wednesday, replacing the old 3 PM 
Wednesday time. The change was made to 
encourage earlier submissions and to allow 
the editor to complete all formatting by the 
end of the work day.

SOCIAL ACTION 

 

FEEDING THE HUNGRY 
June is a month with a 5th Saturday, so 
TUUC has pledged to provide AT LEAST 60 
casseroles to feed the hungry people who 
come to Our Daily Bread for a warm lunch.  

 

Would YOU please help by signing up to 
make a casserole, buy a Stouffer's party-size 
lasagna, or donate $10 for a casserole to be 
bought in your name?  
 

We all get busy with warm weather fun, but 
MANY people need our help to eat. Please 
bring your casseroles to TUUC before 8:30 
AM on Saturday, June 30. 
 

Thanks for all you do to make our world a 
better place! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
Since our Social Action Committee meeting 
would normally fall on Mother's Day (5/13), 
it will instead be held this Sunday, 5/20, 
following the single 10:30 service.   
All are welcome to the meeting, in the open 
area downstairs.  An agenda will be sent to 
members. 

 

ACTC (Assistance Center Towson Churches) 
ACTC is conducting a matching fund drive 
during the months of April and May to 
replace the Finestein Challenge. Note on the 
memo line “Towson Unitarian Universalist 
Church.” For more information contact Herb 
Shankroff.  
 

ACTC is running low on dry cereal and 
canned meat. There is an oversupply of 
macaroni and cheese and plastic bags. For 
further information, contact Sue or Herb 
Shankroff. 
 
 
 
 
 



NOTICES

GALLERY UNICORN 
Gallery Unicorn is pleased to 
host “The Color of Light”, an 
exhibition of beautiful, colorful 
oil paintings by Duane 
Sabiston, Dana Enders, and Jodi 
Enders. The exhibition opened 
on Sunday, April 29.  

A big thank you to George Harrison for helping 
to hang the current show, to Len Proctor and 
Michael Magrogan for assistance with the 
reception, and to Dorothy and Diane Hosmer 
and Kai for announcements. Gallery hours are 
weekdays between 10 AM and 3 PM. The 
exhibition will run through June 3. For more 
information call 410-825-6045.  

Working with the 
American Red Cross, 
we've scheduled this 
Saturday,  
May 19, 2018 for 

the next TUUC Blood Drive. With May 19th 
coming up fast, please check your calendar 
and consider donating blood at our drive. 
When you see our appointment sign-up 
sheet in the church  

Lobby, please stop by and select an 
appointment time between 9:00 a.m. and 
2:30 p.m. on May 19th. Contact Clare Flynn-
Avallone if you have any questions.  

 

 
 

SUMMER CHALICE CIRCLE 
A summer chalice circle will be offered by Mary Beth Brizzolara. The first meeting will be on 
June 12, 2018 at 7:30 PM.  Please email Mary Beth at marybethbrizz@gmail.com .

USHER ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, May 13, 2018 

Date Time Adults Choir Lounge Total Visitors Total 
5/13/2018 9:30 am 23 1 4 28 ↓ 

5/13/2018 11:15 am 73 1 - 74 7 
 
 

ONGOING & UPCOMING
 

SUNDAY SERVICE 
May 27  ONE SERVICE  10:30 AM 
For Aid and Comfort through All the Relations 
and Passages of Life and Death 
Rev. Clare Petersberger 
This weekend marks the 225th anniversary of 
the birth of the Unitarian minister and 
American author, Ralph Waldo Emerson.   
 

On the night Emerson’s five-year-old son 
died of scarlet fever, he wrote four letters to 
relatives describing his son and began to  

compose his poem, “Threnody.”  Richard 
Higgins writes “Anybody who says that  

 

 

Emerson didn’t suffer, that he didn’t have an 
adequate sense of the awful things that 
happen in life, that he was just a feel-good 
optimist, simply doesn’t know the man. 
Emerson’s optimism is so strong because it 
was fired in his grief.”  On this Sunday of 
Memorial Day weekend we look at the 
relationship of grief and creativity. 
 

SINGLES FELLOWSHIP GROUP POTLUCK 
Saturday, May 26 @ 6 PM  
Join the Singles Fellowship Group for a 
potluck with good food and conversation at 
one of our homes.   
 

mailto:marybethbrizz@gmail.com


We offer an atmosphere for fellowship and 
friendship among TUUC single adults.  We 
range in age from the 60's to 80's, but gladly  
welcome anyone to join us.  Please 
call Ronald Rowley (church directory) to 
RSVP and to get more information.   
 

EVENING BOOK GROUP 
Wednesday, June 6 @  
7:30 PM 
We'll meet downstairs 
to discuss The Hate U 
Give by Angie Thomas 
(464 pages)).   Inspired 
by the Black Lives 
Matter movement, 
Angie Thomas’s searing 

debut about an ordinary girl in extraordinary 
circumstances addresses issues of racism 
and police violence with intelligence, heart, 
and unflinching honesty.  (The book for July 
11th [note change to second Wednesday] is 
Housekeeping by Marilyn Robinson (349 
pages)). Newcomers always 
welcome.  Please contact Carel Hedlund 
(info in directory) if any question. 

 
 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP

COMING THIS SUMMER! 
The TUUC Lay Worship Associates are gearing up for 
the summer! This year, we’ll explore the idea of 
CREATING CONNECTIONS! How do we build and 
strengthen bonds with each other and the wider 
world? Annual favorites such as Storytelling and 
Poetry return, and there will be services on the 
inevitability of change, creative jobs, humility, and 
much more! From June 17-August 19, come connect 
with us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TUUC values the internet privacy of our members, so we do not publish emails or telephone 
numbers in our newsletter.  If you are a member, please consult the online Fellowship One 
program for those details about a member, or contact the office during weekly hours to obtain 
the necessary number or email.  Thank you for understanding our efforts to safeguard your 
information. 



 
 
 

What’s happening at TUUC through May 27 as of 05/18/2018 
 

18-May Friday IMPROV JAM Meeting Rm & Lobby 7:00 PM 

19-May Saturday TUUC Choir Rehearsal Meeting Room  11:30 AM 

19-May Saturday Michael Habermann Recitals Mtg Rm, Lobby & Kitchen 3:00 PM 

19-May Saturday Room Setup for Sunday Service Meeting Room 6:00 PM 

20-May Sunday Sunday Service Mtg Rm, Lobby & Kitchen 10:30 AM 

20-May Sunday Membership Information Session Room 6 12:45 PM 

20-May Sunday Mary Magdalene Workshop Room 6 1:30 PM 

20-May Sunday Melissa Hullman Recitals Meeting Room & Lobby 2:00 PM 

21-May Monday Mindful Meditation Room 7 7:00 PM 

21-May Monday Chalice Circle w/Michael Magrogan Room 6 7:30 PM 

22-May Tuesday Yoga Wellness 4 Life Lobby 6:45 PM 

22-May Tuesday Chalice Circle w/Mary Beth Room 7 7:30 PM 

23-May Wednesday Wednesday Writers Room 6 10:30 AM 

23-May Wednesday Chalice Circle w/Marcia Brooks Room 7 12:30 PM 

23-May Wednesday Zen Community Rooms 1 & 2 6:30 PM 

23-May Wednesday IMPROV    Meeting Room 7:00 PM 

23-May Wednesday Al-Anon Meeting Room 6 7:00 

24-May Thursday Pro Bono Counseling Project Meeting Room & Lobby 7:30 PM 

24-May Thursday Choir Setup Meeting Room  5:30 PM 

24-May Thursday Vocal Ensemble Rehearsal Meeting Room 6:45 PM 

24-May Thursday TUUC Choir Rehearsal Meeting Room  7:30 PM 

24-May Thursday Caring Ministry Minister's Office 7:30 PM 

24-May Thursday Chalice Circle w/Robin Sinn Room 7 7:30 PM 

24-May Thursday Men's Group Meeting  Room 6 7:30 PM 

25-May Friday No Events   

26-May Saturday No Events   

27-May Sunday Sunday Service Mtg Rm, Lobby & Kitchen 10:30 AM 

27-May Sunday Children's Choir Room 5 10:40 AM 

27-May Sunday Music in the Great Hall 
Meeting Rm, Lobby &  

Rm 7 
2:00 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


