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       What does it mean to be a 

           People of Sanctuary? 

 
 

THIS SUNDAY 

  

SUNDAY SERVICE 
October 14 9:30 and 11:15 AM 
Sanctuary, Not Just Shelter 
Rev. Clare Petersberger, Angela Castillo-
Epps, Duane Epps, Jr. 
A poem by Robert Williams reminds us of 
the inequities that people of color still face. 
One is access to affordable, safe housing 
and access to the supports needed to 
sustain housing. Often when we hear the 
word sanctuary we think of a safe space like 
“home.” What might sanctuary mean to 
individuals and families without a home?   
When we encounter the universal human 
need for sanctuary, not just for shelter, how 
do we practice our first Unitarian 
Universalist principle affirming the inherent 
worth and dignity of every person? 
 

 
 
 

THE SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE (SAC) will 
meet today, October 14 (second Sunday of 
the month), shortly after the first Service, 
(about 10:30 am) in the open area 
downstairs.   
 

All are welcome.  An agenda will be sent to 
members. 
 

GREEN SANCTUARY 
Fair Trade Coffee and Chocolate Sale 
Celebrate the arrival of fall this Sunday, 
October 14, with organic, fair trade coffee 
and chocolate from the Green Sanctuary 
Committee's table in the lobby.  In addition 
to regular and decaf coffee and chocolate 
bars, we will have chocolate minis - a great, 
ethical treat for Halloween!  Your purchases 
support fair compensation for responsible 
farmers and directly fund the fair trade 
coffee served during Sunday coffee hour.  
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THE AUCTION IS COMING! 

 

TUUC PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE AUCTION – SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17 
 

AUCTION ACTION 

Have you stopped by the Auction table in the foyer after Sunday 
services? Or submitted your donation on-line?  We sure hope so, as 
the success of TUUC’s annual fundraiser is fueled by two types of 
people — those who give and those who buy.  The deadline for 
donations is Sunday, October 21, so please take a moment now to fill 
out your donation form (link).  And mark your calendar for Saturday, 
November 17, 5 pm.  You won’t want to miss this all-important, 
family-friendly evening of food, fellowship and fun.  Let’s Stir It Up! 

together to make sure the 2018 Auction is a big success.         
        -- Your 2018 Auction Team 
 

MIGH CONCERT 

 

Mark your calendars for another Music in 
the Great Hall concert coming to TUUC this 
Sunday, October 14. The program features 
cellist Mafalda Santos, winner of the  
 

2018 Yale Gordon Peabody Award, 
performing works by Bach, Schubert 
and Brahms. Time of the concert is 2 
PM, and TUUC members receive a 
discounted ticket price of $10. 

 
 

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 

 

All younger classes will start out upstairs as 
usual for the beginning of the services. After 
being sung out, these groups will be doing 
sessions from their individual curricula. 
 

YRUU will meet at its usual time at 11:15 in 
Room 7. Many teens have participated in 
 

the camping overnight and ropes course at 
Genesee Valley on Friday night. We look 
forward to sharing some of their 
experiences from their first off-church event 
of this year.  
 
 

TUUC’S RE CREATES A SANCTUARY FOR LOCAL COLLEGE STUDENTS 

 

Remember embarking on that first journey 
away from your childhood? Perhaps for 
college or a first job? Remember the 
excitement and simultaneous discomfort of 
those first few weeks alone in your own 
skin? Once you got the lay of the land to 
meet your basic needs, quite probably you 
sought out some kind of sanctuary. For 

some, that may have been the library, 
basketball court, or a local hiking trail. It may 
also have been a church home away from 
home.  
 

As early as Kindergarten, we teach our 
children about their UU church home and 
what it means to be welcoming. What I 

https://www.towsonuuc.org/auction/


didn’t know is that our Religious Exploration 
(RE) program has been creating a welcoming 
sanctuary for Goucher College students.  
On Thursday evenings, Joyce Duncan, our  
RE Director, can be found on the Goucher 
College campus facilitating a student led 
group similar to our chalice circles.  Lighting 
a chalice starts their sessions, just as we do 
at the beginning of all our RE classes and 
church service. In addition to Thursdays on 
campus, volunteer church members 
graciously provide rides to the students to 
our regular Sunday service at TUUC.  
 

For many of us, coming to TUUC means 
going to a place where you are not only 
accepted, but valued. This is the message 
we weave through all of the Religious 
Exploration classes. Offering RE and our 
church home as a sanctuary to local college 
students, is just one more opportunity to 
walk the talk of our UU principles.  
 
 

The world needs a sense of worth, and it will 
achieve it only by its people feeling that they 
are worthwhile.  ― Fred Rogers.  
 

Please look for these college students so 
that you may welcome them!  
 

OCTOBER 19TH: 
Opportunity for sanctuary around the fire 
pit with TUUC families and friends! 
 

Please join us for conversation, s’mores and 
music!  
 

When: Friday, October 19th  (rain or shine) 
Time: 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
What: Potluck dinner followed by s’mores 
and music around the fire pit! 
Instruments welcome! 
 

If more of us valued food and cheer and song 
above hoarded gold, it would be a merrier 
world. 
                          ― J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit 
 

Submitted by Karen Fireman 
 

TOWN HALL MEETINGS 

 

 
 
 
 

Would you like to know more about the 
prospective governance model?  The 
Governance Task Force in association with 
the Board of Trustees will be holding  
90-minute Town Halls to present and 
answer questions regarding the Governance 
Assessment and the prospective  
governance model.  

 
 

The Town Halls will be held on the following 
dates: 

 

October 21 (Sunday) 1-3 pm 
 

November 12 (Monday) 7-9 pm 
 

The same presentation will be given at each 
Town Hall; thus, one need only attend one 
session.  All congregants are encouraged to 
attend regardless of membership status.  
 

 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1540236


 
SOCIAL ACTION 

 

ACTC 
Thanksgiving Baskets for ACTC 
We will again be collecting Thanksgiving 
Baskets for the Assistance Center of Towson 
Churches (ACTC).A sign-up sheet and 
information will be on the Social Action 
table in the lounge. For information, contact 
Herb Shankroff. 
 

EMPLOYEE OWNERSHIP COALITION  
All TUUC members and friends are invited 
to join the Social Action Committee partner, 
ESI, for our monthly meeting. Our goal is to 
achieve economic justice through employee 
ownership of businesses and to focus on 
education. We are presently planning our 
initiative here in Maryland; working in  

coalition with similar initiatives in other 
States; and highlighting the latest updates  

and volunteer opportunities.  Next meeting 
Tuesday, November 13, 7-9 PM in Room 6 
and every second Tuesday of the month 
going forward. Contact Nina Della Vecchia. 
 

JOIN OTHER UUs IN GETTING OUT THE 
VOTE THIS FALL! 
Voter suppression campaigns aimed at 
people of color, youth, and naturalized 
citizens are undermining our communities 
and our democracy. One federal court put it 
plainly, writing that a North Carolina voting 
law was an unconstitutional effort to “target 
African-Americans with almost surgical 
precision.”  

 

To combat these shameful attacks, Unitarian 
Universalists for Social Justice and the All 
Souls Church Reeb Project for Voting Rights 
have teamed up on a series of events this 
fall to increase voter participation in states  
 

 
including Virginia, North Carolina, and 
Florida. Through partnerships with 
grassroots organizations, we’ll be doing in-
person canvassing and phone banking to 
build a sense of power and community. Visit 
the Fall 2018 GOTV Calendar to get involved. 

Direct link for use in print 
publications: http://bit.ly/ReebUUSJ2018Cal
endar .  
 

Rev. Rob “RK” Keithan 
Minister of Social Justice 
All Souls Church Unitarian 
 

HELP THE WORLD SEE BETTER BY 
DONATING YOUR USED GLASSES 

Two billion people 
worldwide do not 
have access to 
much-needed 
eyewear due to 
income, distance or 
disaster.  Through 
Eye Make a 
Difference, a VSP 

Global Eyes of Hope program, your gently 
used glasses can give someone in need a 
new outlook on life.   
In 2017, nearly 12,000 gently used glasses 
donated by doctors, clients, and members 
were provided to VSP network doctors and 
optometric organizations for global mission 
trips. In addition, Marchon Eyewear donated 
391,000 optical frames and sunglasses to 
charitable organizations in the U.S. and 
globally. Bring your unneeded prescription 
glasses, sunglasses or readers and drop 
them in the blue-labeled box in the lobby, 
and help someone in need.  If you have 
questions, contact Monica Sweidel. 
 

http://bit.ly/ReebUUSJ2018Calendar
http://bit.ly/ReebUUSJ2018Calendar


  

MEMBERSHIP
 

SPOTLIGHT ON NEW MEMBER 
LILA WISOTZKI 

Please welcome new 
member Lila Wisotzki.  A 
native of Baltimore, she 
currently lives in the 
house she grew up in 
after spending some time 

in NYC and DC.  She has been coming to 
church for a year and a half as a member of 
the choir.  She likes that we can explore our 
own spiritual beliefs and practices here at 
TUUC and decided to “sign the book” after 
Rev. Clare’s sermon on Rosh Hashanah 
talking about forgiveness.  Lila is retired 
from her serious career at Baltimore County 
Public Library.  Her many interests include 
singing (both the TUUC choir and New Wave 
Singers of Baltimore), reading (two book 
groups), attending theater productions, 
exercising, traveling, and jewelry making.  
She currently volunteers as a “cuddler” at 
the Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital, 
holding and trying to soothe very tiny 
babies. She is one very busy retiree! The UU 
Principle that resonates most with her right 
now is the second principle, justice, equity, 
and compassion in human relations. 
 

NEWCOMER POTLUCK AND FELLOWSHIP 
Saturday, October 20, 2018   
The Membership Committee is hosting a 
newcomer potluck at the home of Joan and 
George Harrison on Saturday, October 20 
starting at 7 PM.  All are welcome.   

 

If you are interested in attending, please 
RSVP to Karyn Marsh via email at 
membership@towsonuuc.org   to get the 
Perfect Potluck link. There will also be a 

signup sheet in the lobby at the beginning of 
October. 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST? 
New and Prospective Member Orientation 
Four days from 7:15-8:45 PM Thursdays, 
October 25, November 1, 8 and 15, 2018. 
 

If you have been visiting the Towson 
Unitarian Universalist Church and would like 
to learn more about Unitarian Universalism 
and the vision, mission and practices of our 
congregation, then these four sessions are 
for you.  Or perhaps you have been a 
member for a while but would like to 
investigate those same topics more deeply 
in a small group.  Then these four sessions 
are for you.   
 

Attendees will have the opportunity to meet 
and converse with our Minister, Director of 
Religious Education, leaders of our 
congregation, and Board members.  
Please register by October 18 
at adultre@towsonuuc.org . Topics we will 
explore in this workshop include: 
 

October 25    
1. Theology and Worship 

 

November 1     
2. Where Do We Come From?  
     Unitarian Universalist Roots 

November 8 
3. How We Grow in Faith – Philosophy of 

Religious Education 
Social Justice Philosophy and Practice 

 

November 15 
4. How Are Decisions Made? Governance 

and Polity Membership 
 

mailto:membership@towsonuuc.org
mailto:adultre@towsonuuc.org


Questions?  Registration?  Please email 
adultre@towsonuuc.org  or call the office at 
410-825-6045.  
Please feel free to contact the coordinator 
for the session, Jane Selewach.  Her phone 
number and email may also be obtained 
from the church office.  
 

(We are looking for at least four participants 
in this workshop, so please register early.  If 
there are not four participants by October 
18 then the sessions will be postponed for a 
later time.) 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION SESSIONS  
Are you interested in deepening your 
relationship with Towson Unitarian 
Universalist Church?  On the second Sunday 

of every odd month (see schedule below), 
the Membership Committee offers a one-
hour session on membership at TUUC, 
which includes a brief discussion of UU 
theology and history and a light lunch.   
The sessions start at 12:45 PM.  
If you are interested in attending, please 
RSVP to 
membership@towsonuuc.org. 
 

November 11, 2018 
January 13, 2019 
March 10, 2019 
May 19, 2019 (Third Sunday)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC

TUUC CHOIR  
 Now is a great time to 
start in the TUUC 
Choir!  We meet from 
7:30 to 9:30 PM every 
Thursday, and sing in 
church two to three 

times per month.  We are already starting to 
work on special music for March.  And choir 
is invited to participate in a workshop with 
Dr. Glen Thomas Rideout on Saturday, 
October 27th in Rockville, from 10 to 1.   
Music Director, at music@towsonuuc.org .  

TUUC DRUM CIRCLE 
The next TUUC Drum Circle will be this 
Saturday evening, October 13th, at           6:30 
PM.  Bring a hand drum if you have one; if 
not, bring yourself!  It's a casual but fun and 
sacred time together. 
 

TUUC CHILDREN'S CHOIR REHEARSALS 
Children's Choir, for students in Grades 2 
through 7, started rehearsals last Sunday, 
October 7th.  We meet downstairs from 
10:40 to 11:05 AM on Sundays.  Hope to see 
you there! 

 
 

HOUSE AND GROUNDS
 

UPCOMING WORK PARTIES 
 

 
 
 
 

Please save at least one of 
the following dates to help 
clean, maintain and 

improve our spiritual home.   

 
 
 
 

Please note that, while the 3RD SATURDAY is 
standard for the work parties, there have 
been some changes due to conflicts with 
other events. 

 

 October 20, 9:00 AM -12:00 PM 
 

mailto:adultre@towsonuuc.org
mailto:membership@towsonuuc.org
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 November 10, 9:00 AM -12:00 PM 

 7th Annual Black Friday Work Party 
November 23, 9:00 AM -???  

 

 December 15th, 9:00 AM -12:00 PM 
 

All workdays are rain or shine with indoor 
and outdoor activities for all fitness, 

knowledge and skill levels. Childcare 
available with 1-week notice.Please RSVP 
and send questions or comments to 
houseandgrounds@towsonuuc.org .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICES

BLOOD DRIVE 
Working with the American Red Cross, we've 
scheduled Saturday, December 1, 2018 for 
the next TUUC Blood Drive. With December 
1st coming up fast, please check your 
calendar and consider donating blood at our 
drive. When you see our appointment sign-
up sheet in the church lobby, please stop by 
and select an appointment time between 
9:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. on December 1st. 
Contact Clare Flynn-Avallone or Nina Della 
Vecchia if you have any questions. Give the 
Gift of Life - Give Blood! 

 

LOOK UP FOR JOY!  
Help support 
our young 
families to grow 
our church by 
joining the 

Nursery Committee. When you put on your 
name badge, look UP for JOY! The 
information forms and big envelope are 
below the poster and to the right, on the 
counter below the bulletin board.  
You can also contact Margee Bailey and 
Joyce Duncan. Embrace and spread the JOY!  
 

GALLERY UNICORN 
Gallery Unicorn is pleased 
to announce the 3rd 
Annual Juried Art 
Exhibition, “Vision”.   

Twenty-nine artists are represented with 
work in a variety of mediums. The juror for 
the show was Laura Amussen, former 
Director of Art Exhibitions at Goucher 
College, prize winning artist and adjunct 
professor of art at Towson University. The 
exhibition opened on Sunday, September 16 
and will run through October 21, 2018.  

 

Prize Winners are Desh Mittal, David Horst, 
Cheryl Milligan and Bruce Lily.  
 

Honorable Mentions are Anne-Steuart 
Vaughan, Dorothy Hosmer and Elizabeth 
Elder. 
 

PROTEST BUTTONS DISPLAY AND TALK 
On Thursday,  
October 18, at 7:30 PM, 
Professors Fred Pincus and 
Natalie Sokoloff will present 
a talk entitled “Social 

Movements through Political Buttons 1960 -
1990". Pincus, who has been collecting 
buttons since the 1960s, will display a 
portion of his 1500 button collection from 
7:30 – 8 PM in the lower level of TUUC 
followed by an 8 PM talk in Room 6. 
Professors Pincus and Sokoloff are 
sociologists who have been active in a 
variety of social movements over the years. 
For additional information, contact Art Starr, 
contact info in the directory. 

mailto:houseandgrounds@towsonuuc.org


ONGOING & UPCOMING
 

ETHNIC LUNCH 
October Ethnic Lunch Features Thai 
Cuisine! 
Join us for a taste of delicious Thai cooking 
at 12:30 PM on Wednesday, October 17, at 
Spice and Dice, 1220 E. Joppa Rd #108, 
Towson, MD 21286.  410-4948777.  
Deadline is 10/12/18. 
 

All are welcome; however, sign ups to 
ethniclunch@towsonuuc.org  by Friday, 
October 12, are a must so we can be sure to 
have a large enough table to accommodate 
the group. Hope you will be able to join us! 
 

Janet Kuperstein and Monica Sweidel 
 

SUNDAY SERVICE 
October 21 9:30 and 11:15 AM 
The Wound Is Where the Light Enters You 
Emily Tarsell, Rev. Clare Petersberger  
A decade ago, Emily Tarsell’s daughter, 
Christina, who was a beloved member of the 
TUUC Youth Group, died unexpectedly and 
mysteriously while at Bard College.  Emily 
feels that the deep wounds of her loss and 
her ensuing enlightenment are aptly 
expressed in Rumi’s quote, “The wound is 
where the light enters you.” In a mission to  

 
 

understand what happened to Chris, Emily 
began a journey which led to unexpected, 
life-changing discoveries. This morning, 
she will share highlights from her journey 
and her subsequent pursuit of justice for 
Christina in Vaccine Court (which ended in a 
ruling that Gardasil was the cause of Chris’s 
death); and her ongoing advocacy to protect 
others through the medical ethics principle 
of informed consent.  
 

 

 

TUUC MEN’S GROUP 
Next meeting October 25 @ 7:30 PM  
TUUC Men’s Group meets the second and 
fourth Thursdays from 7:30 – 9 PM.  If you 
would like to attend one of our meetings, 
contact Art Starr, Harold Zeckel, or Michael 
Magrogan (contact information in the  

directory) so that one of them can 
meet with you prior to the meeting.  
 

SINGLES FELLOWSHIP GROUP POTLUCK  
Saturday, October 27 @ 6 PM 
Join the Singles Fellowship Group for a 
potluck with good food and conversation in 
the upper lobby. We offer an atmosphere for 
fellowship and friendship among TUUC single 
adults.  We range in age from the 60's to 
80's, but gladly welcome anyone to join us. 
Please call Ronald Rowley to RSVP and to get 
more information.  He is listed in the church 
directory. 
 

EVENING BOOK GROUP 
November 7, 2018, @ 7:30 PM  

We'll meet downstairs to 
discuss Red Notice:    
A True Story of High 
Finance, Murder, and One 
Man's Fight for Justice 
 by Bill Browder (2015, 417 
pages, non-fiction).  This 
account by the man who 
became Russia's largest 

foreign investor tells the story of corruption 
and murder in Putin's Russia, and reads like 
a Grisham-like political thriller.  (The book 
for December 5th is The 
Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen (2015; 
384 pages, fiction.)    All are welcome to join 
us!  Contact Carel Hedlund (info in 
directory) if questions.   

mailto:ethniclunch@towsonuuc.org


USHER ATTENDANCE REPORT
 

USHER ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, October 7, 2018 
Date Time Adults Children Choir Lounge Total Visitors Total 

10/7/2018 9:30 am 24 1 6 2 33 ↓ 

10/7/2018 11:15 am 69 11 7 3 90 14 

 
YRE ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7

 
Nursery PreK - K  1st/ 2nd   3rd - 5th 6th- 8th YRUU TOTAL  

2 5 5 2 5 9 28 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT TUUC THROUGH OCTOBER 11 AS OF 10/12/2018 
 

12-Oct Friday No activities scheduled -- -- 

13-Oct Saturday Zen Community Meeting Room & Room 7 9 AM 

13-Oct Saturday Drum Circle Meeting Room 6:30 PM 

14-Oct Sunday Sunday Services Meeting Room 
9:30 AM & 
11:15 AM 

14-Oct Sunday Book Nook Lobby 10:30 AM 

14-Oct Sunday Music in the Great Hall Lobby & Room 7 2 PM 

15-Oct Monday Handel Choir Rehearsal Meeting Room & Lobby 6 PM 

15-Oct Monday Mindful Meditation Room 6 7 PM 

16-Oct Tuesday Voice Lesson Meeting Room 11 AM 

16-Oct Tuesday Buddhist Book Group Room 6 7:30 PM 

16-Oct Tuesday Employee Ownership Room 6 6:45 PM 

16-Oct Tuesday Chalice Circle Room 7 7:30 PM 

17-Oct Wednesday Wednesday Writers Room 6 10:30 AM 

17-Oct Wednesday IMPROV Meeting Room 7 PM 

17-Oct Wednesday Al-Anon Meeting Room 6 7 PM 

18-Oct Thursday Choir Set-up Meeting Room 5:30 PM 

18-Oct Thursday Vocal Ensemble Meeting Room 6:45 PM 

18-Oct Thursday Grounds Committee Meeting Room 7 7 PM 

18-Oct Thursday Choir Rehearsal Meeting Room 7:30 PM 

18-Oct Thursday Social Movements Event Room 6 7:30 PM 

19-Oct Friday Men’s Breakfast Meeting Edenwald 8:30 AM 

19-Oct Friday Harvest Party, Bonfire & Potluck Lower Level & Grove 6 PM 

 
 
 
 



1710 Dulaney Valley Road 

Lutherville, MD 21093-9705 

Phone: 410-825-6045 
Email: churchoffice@towsonuuc.org 
Website: www.towsonuuc.org 
Office Hours: Mon-Fri.  10AM – 3PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Minister 
Reverend Clare L. Petersberger 
revclare@towsonuuc.org 
 

Our Leadership 
Board of Trustees: 
  President: Neil Porter 
  President-Elect: Sue Royer 
  Treasurer: Monica Sweidel 
  Secretary: Angela Castillo-Epps 
Trustees-at-Large: 
   Karyn Marsh (2018-2020) 
   Art Starr (2018-2020) 
   Carol Watkins (2017-2019) 
   Luke Williams (2017-2019) 
 

Operations Team: 
  Communications Council: Patty Berry 
  Finance Council: Jasmine Faelyn 
  House and Grounds Council: Todd Robertson 
  Inner Life Council: Jeannette Anders 
  Outreach Council: Jane D’Ambrogi 
  Religious Education Council: Larry Magder  
  Sunday Service Council: Andrew Hager 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Staff 
Youth Religious Exploration Director: 
  Joyce Duncan, Credentialed Religious Educator 
  tuucdre@towsonuuc.org 
 
Music Director: 
  Tracy Hall 
  music@towsonuuc.org 
 
Church Administrator: 
  Kai Aiyetoro 
  churchoffice@towsonuuc.org 
 
Administrative Assistant: 
  Nancy Hannah 
  assistant@towsonuuc.org   
 
Bookkeeper: 
  Mary Kay Baker 
bookkeeper@towsonuuc.org  
 

mailto:churchoffice@towsonuuc.org
http://www.towsonuuc.org/
mailto:revclare@towsonuuc.org
mailto:tuucdre@towsonuuc.org
mailto:music@towsonuuc.org
mailto:churchoffice@towsonuuc.org
mailto:assistant@towsonuuc.org
file:///C:/Users/Church%20Office/Downloads/bookkeeper@towsonuuc.org

