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What does it mean to be a 

           People of Sanctuary? 

 
 

THIS SUNDAY 

  

SUNDAY SERVICE 
October 21 9:30 and 11:15 AM 
 
The Wound Is Where the Light Enters You 
Emily Tarsell, Rev. Clare Petersberger  
 
A decade ago, Emily Tarsell’s daughter, 
Christina, who was a beloved member of the 
TUUC Youth Group, died unexpectedly and 
mysteriously while at Bard College.  Emily 
feels that the deep wounds of her loss and 
her ensuing enlightenment are aptly 
expressed in Rumi’s quote, “The wound is 
where the light enters you.” In a mission to 
understand what happened to Chris, Emily 
began a journey, which led to unexpected, 
life-changing discoveries. This morning, 
she will share highlights from her journey 
and her subsequent pursuit of justice for 
Christina in Vaccine Court (which ended in a 
ruling that Gardasil was the cause of Chris’s 
death); and her ongoing advocacy to protect 
others through the medical ethics principle 
of informed consent.  

TOWN HALL MEETING THIS SUNDAY! 
Would you like 
to know more 
about the 
prospective 
governance 

model?  The Governance Task Force in 
association with the Board of Trustees will 
be holding  

90-minute Town Halls to present and 
answer questions regarding the Governance 
Assessment and the prospective  
governance model.  

 

The Town Halls will be held on the following 
dates: 
 

October 21 (Sunday) 1-2 pm 
 

November 12 (Monday) 7-9 pm 
 

The same presentation will be given at each 
Town Hall; thus, one need only attend one 
session.  All congregants are encouraged to 
attend regardless of membership status. 
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THE AUCTION IS COMING! 

 

Calling all Auction donors NOW! 
 

It’s time to Stir It Up! and get your auction 
donations in now.   
Deadline for donations is 
Sunday, October 21.  
Stop by the Auction table 
this Sunday or simply 
click here.  There are 
items needed for the 
voice auction, sign-up 
events and the treasure 

tables of the silent auction.  

Need some ideas?  Here are just a few of the 
great donations from last year:    

 English afternoon tea 

 Winter soup and painting party  

 

 Pie-making class 

 A day on the Bay 

 Mel Brooks movie night 

 One week vacation at Sea Colony 
condos 

 Plus concert and theater tickets, 
paintings, knitted goods, jewelry, home-
made jams and other goodies, kitchen 
gadgets, china and so much more… 

Thanks for your support.  See you on 
November 17th.   – Your 2018 Auction Team 

 
Need childcare for the Auction?  Please give 

the names and ages of the children to the 

church office or tell a committee member at the 

Auction table in the foyer. 

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 

 

All the younger groups will start upstairs as 
usual and be sung down for classes. 
 

Please help our 6th-8th grade class fight the 
Horcux of Illiteracy by donating children's 
books in good condition for their book drive. 
Books will be donated to the Christ Child 
Society, a nondenominational charity that 
donates books to many outreach centers 
including Our Daily Bread. You can bring 
your donations this Friday to the Harvest 
Bonfire and Potluck or anytime until the 
drive ends. Look for labelled boxes upstairs 
or downstairs near the greeter tables. 
 

PreK/K Chalice Children   All Around Us 
This group will learn how people are an 
important part of what it means to be a 
church or congregation, especially the 
people who work for the church and take 
care of it. They will play a memory match 
game to learn about some important 

people, places, and other aspects of our 
congregation. 
 

1st/2nd Wonderful Welcome   
The Gift of Friends 
People are social animals, and relating to 
others affirms both our and others' inherent 
dignity and self-worth. This session 
introduces the intangible gift of friendship 
and gives participants ways to show they 
appreciate their friends. The children learn 
that having friends and being a friend are an 
important part of who we are.  They will 
read and act out the story of How Coyote 
Lost His Songs, Music, and Dance (and finds 
them again with help from his friends). 
 

3rd-5th  
Cultural Tour of World Religions  
Hinduism, session 1 
In the first session on Hinduism, this class 
will learn about Hinduism through the story 

https://www.towsonuuc.org/auction/


of The Wise Man Udualaka and his Son, and 
other activities.  
 

6th-8th  
Harry and UU   
Double Care of Magical Creatures 
In this session, participants create their own 
magical creatures and discuss how these 
creatures relate to the UU Principles. 
Participants will use model magic to make 
their own magical creature. They will start 
discussion of Horcrux of Hunger and how to 
address it. 
 

8th-12th  YRUU     
This group has been discussing a different 
ethical virtue each Sunday.  We’ve handled 
the topics of decision-making and  
 

moderation; Roxi took charge last class in 
discussion of authenticity.  The group plans 
to attend a worship service once a month.  
In October they will attend Andrew Hager's 
service on October 28. 
 

The overnight camping and ropes course at 
Genesee Valley helped this group bond and 
encouraged personal growth through 
overcoming challenges. Though cold and 
rainy, the excellent trained staff ensured a 
rewarding experience. Thanks to Natalie 
Avallone, Fred Sypher, Pat Mahoney, and 
Catherine Washburn who made the trip 
possible. Watch for photos from the trip to 
appear soon on the TUUC website and on 
Facebook. 
 

TUUC’S RE CREATES A SANCTUARY FOR LOCAL COLLEGE STUDENTS 

 

Remember embarking on that first journey 
away from your childhood? Perhaps for 
college or a first job? Remember the 
excitement and simultaneous discomfort of 
those first few weeks alone in your own 
skin? Once you got the lay of the land to 
meet your basic needs, quite probably you 
sought out some kind of sanctuary. For 
some, that may have been the library, 
basketball court, or a local hiking trail. It may 
also have been a church home away from 
home.  
 

As early as Kindergarten, we teach our 
children about their UU church home and 
what it means to be welcoming. What I 
didn’t know is that our Religious Exploration 
(RE) program has been creating a welcoming 
sanctuary for Goucher College students.  
On Thursday evenings, Joyce Duncan, our  
RE Director, can be found on the Goucher 
College campus facilitating a student led 
group similar to our chalice circles.  Lighting 

a chalice starts their sessions, just as we do 
at the beginning of all our RE classes and 
church service. In addition to Thursdays on 
campus, volunteer church members 
graciously provide rides to the students to 
our regular Sunday service at TUUC.  
 

For many of us, coming to TUUC means 
going to a place where you are not only 
accepted, but valued. This is the message 
we weave through all of the Religious 
Exploration classes. Offering RE and our 
church home as a sanctuary to local college 
students, is just one more opportunity to 
walk the talk of our UU principles.  
 

The world needs a sense of worth, and it will 
achieve it only by its people feeling that they 
are worthwhile.  ― Fred Rogers.  
 

Please look for these college students so 
that you may welcome them!  
 

 



OCTOBER 19TH 
Opportunity for sanctuary around the fire 
pit with TUUC families and friends! 

Please join us for conversation, s’mores and 
music!  
 

When: Friday, October 19th (rain or shine) 
Time: 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
What: Potluck dinner followed by s’mores 
and music around the fire pit! 
Instruments welcome! 
 

If more of us valued food and cheer and song 
above hoarded gold, it would be a merrier 
world. 
                          ― J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit 
 

Submitted by Karen Fireman 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SOCIAL ACTION 

 

ACTC 
Thanksgiving Baskets for ACTC 
We will again be collecting Thanksgiving 
Baskets for the Assistance Center of Towson 
Churches (ACTC).A sign-up sheet and 
information will be on the Social Action 
table in the lounge. For information, contact 
Herb Shankroff. 
 

EMPLOYEE OWNERSHIP COALITION  
All TUUC members and friends are invited 
to join the Social Action Committee partner, 
ESI, for our monthly meeting. Our goal is to 
achieve economic justice through employee 
ownership of businesses and to focus on 
education. We are presently planning our 
initiative here in Maryland; working in  

coalition with similar initiatives in other 
States; and highlighting the latest updates  

and volunteer opportunities.  Next meeting 
Tuesday, November 13, 7-9 PM in Room 6 
and every second Tuesday of the month 
going forward. Contact Nina Della Vecchia. 
 
 
 

Add the BREEZE app to your phone for 
quick access to all of your friends. 

tuucdatabase.breezechms.com 
 
 
 

 

JOIN OTHER UUs IN GETTING OUT THE 
VOTE THIS FALL! 
Voter suppression campaigns aimed at 
people of color, youth, and naturalized 
citizens are undermining our communities 
and our democracy. One federal court put it 
plainly, writing that a North Carolina voting 
law was an unconstitutional effort to “target 
African-Americans with almost surgical 
precision.”  

 

To combat these shameful attacks, Unitarian 
Universalists for Social Justice and the All 
Souls Church Reeb Project for Voting Rights 
have teamed up on a series of events this 
fall to increase voter participation in states  
including Virginia, North Carolina, and 
Florida. Through partnerships with 
grassroots organizations, we’ll be doing in-
person canvassing and phone banking to 
build a sense of power and community. Visit 
the Fall 2018 GOTV Calendar to get involved. 

Direct link for use in print 
publications: http://bit.ly/ReebUUSJ2018Cal
endar .  
 

Rev. Rob “RK” Keithan 
Minister of Social Justice 
All Souls Church Unitarian 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1540236
http://bit.ly/ReebUUSJ2018Calendar
http://bit.ly/ReebUUSJ2018Calendar


MEMBERSHIP
 

NEWCOMER POTLUCK AND FELLOWSHIP 
Saturday, October 20, 2018   
The Membership Committee is hosting a 
newcomer potluck at the home of Joan and 
George Harrison on Saturday, October 20 
starting at 7 PM.  All are welcome.   

 

If you are interested in attending, please 
RSVP to Karyn Marsh via email at 
membership@towsonuuc.org   to get the 
Perfect Potluck link. There will also be a 
signup sheet in the lobby at the beginning of 
October. 
 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST? 
New and Prospective Member Orientation 
Four days from 7:15-8:45 PM Thursdays, 
October 25, November 1, 8 and 15, 2018. 
 

If you have been visiting the Towson 
Unitarian Universalist Church and would like 
to learn more about Unitarian Universalism 
and the vision, mission and practices of our 
congregation, then these four sessions are 
for you.  Or perhaps you have been a 
member for a while but would like to 
investigate those same topics more deeply 
in a small group.  Then these four sessions 
are for you.   
 

Attendees will have the opportunity to meet 
and converse with our Minister, Director of 
Religious Education, leaders of our 
congregation, and Board members.  
Please register by October 18 
at adultre@towsonuuc.org . Topics we will 
explore in this workshop include: 
 

October 25    
1. Theology and Worship 

 
 

 

November 1     
2. Where Do We Come From?  
     Unitarian Universalist Roots 

November 8 
3. How We Grow in Faith – Philosophy of 

Religious Education 
Social Justice Philosophy and Practice 

November 15 
4. How Are Decisions Made? Governance 

and Polity Membership 
 

Questions?  Registration?  Please email 
adultre@towsonuuc.org  or call the office at 
410-825-6045.  
Please feel free to contact the coordinator 
for the session, Jane Selewach.  Her phone 
number and email may also be obtained 
from the church office.  
 

(We are looking for at least four participants 
in this workshop, so please register early.  If 
there are not four participants by October 
18 then the sessions will be postponed for a 
later time.) 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION SESSIONS  
Are you interested in deepening your 
relationship with Towson Unitarian 
Universalist Church?  On the second Sunday 
of every odd month (see schedule below), 
the Membership Committee offers a one-
hour session on membership at TUUC, 
which includes a brief discussion of UU 
theology and history and a light lunch.   
The sessions start at 12:45 PM.  
If you are interested in attending, please 
RSVP to membership@towsonuuc.org. 
 

November 11, 2018 
January 13, 2019 
March 10, 2019 
May 19, 2019 (Third Sunday)  

mailto:membership@towsonuuc.org
mailto:adultre@towsonuuc.org
mailto:adultre@towsonuuc.org
mailto:membership@towsonuuc.org


LOST AND FOUND 

 

Now that the weather has changed, have 
you been questioning...I wonder where that 
orange jacket of mine went?  

 

Well, it is probably hanging on the coat rack 
at TUUC along with other long lost jackets 
and pants! Hats, gloves, water containers, 
keys and more are waiting to be found,  
so please check the lost and found table and 
coat rack area in the lobby whenever you 
come to TUUC.  
 
Your stuff really misses you! 

 

MUSIC
 

TUUC CHOIR  
 We would still love to 
have new people in the 
TUUC 
Choir.  We meet from 
7:30 to 9:30 PM every 
Thursday, and sing in 

church two to three times per month.  We 
are already starting to work on special music 
for March.  And choir is invited to  

 

participate in a workshop with Dr. Glen 
Thomas Rideout on Saturday, Oct. 27th in 
Rockville, from 10 to 1.    
 

TUUC DRUM CIRCLE 
The next TUUC Drum Circle will be on the 
evening of Saturday, November 3, at  
6:30 PM.  Bring a hand drum if you have 
one; if not, bring yourself!  It's a casual but 
fun and sacred time together. 

 

HOUSE AND GROUNDS
 

UPCOMING WORK PARTIES 
 
 
 
 
 

Please save at least one of 
the following dates to help 
clean, maintain and 

improve our spiritual home.   
 

Please note that, while the 3RD SATURDAY is 
standard for the work parties, there have 
been some changes due to conflicts with 
other events. 
 
 

 

October 20, 9:00 AM -12:00 PM 

 November 10, 9:00 AM -12:00 PM 

 7th Annual Black Friday Work Party 
November 23, 9:00 AM -???  

 December 15th, 9:00 AM -12:00 PM 
 

All workdays are rain or shine with indoor 
and outdoor activities for all fitness, 
knowledge and skill levels. Childcare 
available with 1-week notice.Please RSVP 
and send questions or comments to 
houseandgrounds@towsonuuc.org . 
 
 
 
 

mailto:houseandgrounds@towsonuuc.org


NOTICES

BLOOD DRIVE 
Working with the American Red Cross, we've 
scheduled Saturday, December 1, 2018 for 
the next TUUC Blood Drive. With December 
1st coming up fast, please check your 
calendar and consider donating blood at our 
drive. When you see our appointment sign-
up sheet in the church lobby, please stop by 
and select an appointment time between 
9:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. on December 1st. 
Contact Clare Flynn-Avallone or Nina Della 
Vecchia if you have any questions. Give the 
Gift of Life - Give Blood! 

 

FREE FILM ON FIRST FRIDAY! 

 
On November 2, you won’t want to miss 12 
Years a Slave, the next offering by Available 
Light, TUUC’s own monthly film series. This 
Oscar-winning film tells the true story of 
Solomon Northrup, a free black man living in 
New York. Earning his living as a violinist, he 
was lured into captivity and sold into 
slavery. His labors on a Louisiana plantation 
lasted 12 years.  
 

Adapted from Northup’s own memoirs, this 
film “starkly and powerfully unveiled the 
sights and sounds of enslavement—from 
slaves picking cotton as they sang in the 
fields, to the crack of the lash down people's 
backs.  

 

We also heard a lot about the ideology 
behind enslavement. Masters such as 
William Ford and Edwin Epps, although very 
different characters, both used an 
interpretation of Christianity to justify their 
ownership of slaves. They believed the Bible 
sanctioned slavery, and that it was their 
'Christian duty' to preach the scriptures to 
their slaves.” (Emily West, an associate 
professor of history at the University of 
Reading who specializes in the history of 
slavery in the U.S., in her review of the film 
for History Extra, the website of BBC History 
Magazine.) 
 

 Chiwetel Ejiofor 

 Michael Fassbender 

 Lupita Nyong’o (who won an Oscar for her 

performance) 
 Sarah Paulson 

 Paul Dano 

 Benedict Cumberbatch and  

 Alfre Woodard led the cast of this 
film.  

 
Andrew Hager will introduce the film and 
lead a discussion afterwards. Please join us 
at 6:30 on November 2 in the Meeting Room 
for this remarkable movie. 
 

This event is co-sponsored by ADORE 

(A Dialogue on Race and Ethnicity) 

 
 
 



ONGOING & UPCOMING
 

TUUC MEN’S GROUP 
Next meeting October 25 @ 7:30 PM  
TUUC Men’s Group meets the second and 
fourth Thursdays from 7:30 – 9 PM.  If you 
would like to attend one of our meetings, 
contact Art Starr, Harold Zeckel, or Michael 
Magrogan (contact information in the  

directory) so that one of them can 
meet with you prior to the meeting.  
 

SINGLES FELLOWSHIP GROUP POTLUCK  
Saturday, October 27 @ 6 PM 
Join the Singles Fellowship Group for a 
potluck with good food and conversation in 
the upper lobby. We offer an atmosphere for 
fellowship and friendship among TUUC single 
adults.  We range in age from the 60's to 
80's, but gladly welcome anyone to join us. 
Please call Ronald Rowley to RSVP and to get 
more information.  He is listed in the church 
directory. 

 

GALLERY UNICORN 
Gallery Unicorn is pleased to host the 
Baltimore County Art Guild Exhibition of 
diverse works from members of the Guild. 
This is a unique opportunity to connect with 
artists from the western part of the county.  
 
The exhibition will open on Sunday, October 
28, 2018 with a reception from 1:30 to 3:30 
pm and it will run through November 25, 
2018. Gallery Unicorn is located at 1710 
Dulaney Valley Road, Lutherville, MD, 21093 
within the Towson Unitarian Universalist 
Church.  For more information, call 410-825-
6045. 
 

Add the BREEZE app to your phone for 
quick access to all of your friends. 

tuucdatabase.breezechms.com 

 

SUNDAY SERVICE 
October 28 9:30 and 11:15 AM 
Stephen King once noted, “Alone. Yes, that’s 
the key word, the most awful word in the  

English tongue.” Small wonder, then, that 
many of his most famous works feature 
individuals from the fringes of society 
banding together for protection or joining 
forces to change the world. This Sunday, Lay 
Worship Associate Andrew Hager considers 
Sanctuary as a facet of stewardship. Join us 
as we explore the ways we can and should 
provide sanctuary to each other, delivered 
with some Halloween flavor! 
 

MUSIC IN THE GREAT HALL 
November 4 @ 2 PM 
Music in the Great Hall returns to TUUC on 
Sunday, November 4th, presenting pianist 
Solomon Eichner. Mr. Eichner is a Baltimore 
native known for his compelling 
interpretation of the romantic keyboard 
repertoire. The program begins at 2 p.m., 
and TUUC members are offered a 
discounted ticket price of $10. 
 

EVENING BOOK GROUP 
November 7, 2018, @ 7:30 PM  

We'll meet 
downstairs to 
discuss Red 
Notice:    
A True Story of 
High Finance, 
Murder, and One 
Man's Fight for 
Justice 
 by Bill Browder 
(2015, 417 
pages, non-
fiction).   



This account by the man who became 
Russia's largest foreign investor tells the 
story of corruption and murder in Putin's 
Russia, and reads like a Grisham-
like political thriller.  
 
(The book for December 5th is The 
Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen (2015; 
384 pages, fiction.)  All are welcome to join 
us!   
 

Contact Carel Hedlund (info in directory)     
if questions.  
 
WOMEN’S LUNCH BUNCH will meet 
Tuesday October 23 at 11:45 in the Cafe at 

Edenwald. Contact 
Sue Shankroff on or 
before October 22 
for reservation s or 
information. 

  
USHER ATTENDANCE REPORT

 

USHER ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, October14, 2018 

Date Time Adults Children Choir Lounge Total Visitors Total 

10/14/2018 9:30 am 27 - 23 4 54 ↓ 

10/14/2018 11:15 am 74 14 23 6 117 14 
 

YRE ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7
 

Nursery PreK - K  1st/ 2nd   3rd - 5th 6th- 8th YRUU TOTAL  
0 1 4 4 4 7 20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT TUUC THROUGH OCTOBER 26 AS OF 10/19/2018 
 

Date Day Event Location Start Time 

19-Oct Friday Men's Breakfast Meeting Edenwald 8:30 AM 

19-Oct Friday Harvest Party, Bonfire & Potluck Lower Level & Grove 6:00 PM 

20-Oct Saturday Third Saturday Work Party Entire Campus 9:00 AM 

21-Oct Sunday Sunday Service Meeting Room 9:30 AM & 11:15 AM 

21-Oct Sunday YREC Meeting Room 7 10:00 AM 

21-Oct Sunday Town Hall Meeting Meeting Room 1:00 PM 

21-Oct Sunday Tau Delta Omega Rooms 1 & 2 6:00 PM 

22-Oct Monday Gallery Unicorn Meeting Room 11:00 AM 

22-Oct Monday Handel Choir Rehearsal Meeting Rm & Lobby 6:00 PM 

22-Oct Monday Mindful Meditation Room 6 7:00 PM 

22-Oct Monday Chalice Circle w/Robin Sinn Room 7 7:30 PM 

23-Oct Tuesday Voice Lesson Meeting Room 11:00 AM 

23-Oct Tuesday Women's Lunch Bunch Edenwald 11:45 AM 

23-Oct Tuesday Chalice Circle w/MaryBeth Room 7 7:30 PM 

24-Oct Wednesday Wednesday Writers Room 6 10:30 AM 

24-Oct Wednesday Zen Community Room 1 & 2 6:30 PM 

24-Oct Wednesday Al-Anon Meeting Room 6 7:00 PM 

24-Oct Wednesday Pre-Auction Meeting Room 7 7:30 PM 

25-Oct Thursday Choir Setup Meeting Room 5:30 PM 

25-Oct Thursday TUUC Vocal Ensemble Meeting Room 6:45 PM 

25-Oct Thursday Sierra Club Meeting Room 4 7:00 PM 

25-Oct Thursday TUUC Choir Rehearsal Meeting Room 7:30 PM 

25-Oct Thursday Men's Group Meeting Room 6 7:30 PM 

25-Oct Thursday What Does it Mean to be UU? Rooms 1 & 2 7:30 PM 

26-Oct Friday No Meetings   

 


