
Submissions appearing for the first time this week are printed in BLUE.                   January 11, 2019     Volume 1 Number 2 

    The  

    Threshold 
 

    Towson Unitarian  

 Universalist Church 
 

 

 A Welcoming Congregation    

UPCOMING SERVICE 

SUNDAY SERVICE—January 13, 2019 
TWO SERVICES @ 9:30 and 11:15 AM 
NEW MEMBER RECOGNITION 
The Seemingly Impossible Can Be Possible 
Rev. Clare Petersberger 

As we welcome members who have joined 
us since June, we celebrate the gifts and 

perspectives they bring to our faith 
community.  What is your world view---
hopeful or despairing?  What is the source 
of authority for your world view?  And when, 
in your life, and with whom, have you felt 
that the seemingly impossible might be 
possible? 

MUSIC 

Hope everyone had a wonderful 
holiday!  Now is a great time to join the 
choir.  The more the merrier!  We are 
beginning to work in earnest on special music 
for Sunday, March 24th.  We will be singing 
selections from the Requiem by Karl 
Jenkins.  It's an exciting and unique work that 

will be enjoyable to sing and to listen to!  If 
you have any questions about choir, email 
Tracy Hall at music@towsonuuc.org.  

 

The Social Action Committee will meet on 
Sunday, January 13, after the first service, at 
about10:30 AM, in the open area downstairs. 
All are welcome!  An agenda will be sent to 
members. 

   SOCIAL ACTION 

mailto:music@towsonuuc.org


RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION 

This Sunday, we will start out upstairs as usual 
and the younger classes will be sung 
downstairs.  YRUU starts at 11:15 AM in 
Room 7, and this week will run late in order 
to meet with Rev. Clare.                                                                                                               

PreK/Kindergarten  Chalice Children #10    
Helping Others  

Affirming children for 
being helpful increases 
their feelings of self-
worth and of being part 
of a family and 
community. Children 
have a finely tuned 
sense of empathy when 

someone is sick or needs help.  
In this session, we connect their caring 
feelings with the caring that a congregation 
can do.  Children will hear a story and then 
make cards for members of our community 
who will enjoy them.                            

1st/2nd Grades Wonderful Welcome #16   
Community  
This session introduces the intangible gift of 

community, offers 
participants 
opportunities to build 
something together 
for their whole 
community, 
celebrates their 

shared accomplishment, and engages 
participants in the spiritual practices of 
opening and closing rituals.  

Children will hear the story "Barn Dance in 
the City," and then participate in either music 
or dance as a group.  

Parents, please watch for email about Parent 
orientation for upcoming Our Whole Sexuality 
Education class.              

3rd-5th Grades Cultural Tour of World 
Religions Session 7  Buddhism #2  
The class will learn about celebrate the birth 
of the Buddha. 

6th-8th Grades Harry and UU  Herbology  
This class will further their herbal endeavors 
and start to learn about the horcrux of child 
slavery. 

YRUU  
Progress was made in planning the youth 
group service coming up on February 24, with 
suggestions for music and other elements 
being discussed. We are meeting with 
Reverend Clare on Sunday, January 13, at 1 
PM. Pizza will be provided.                       

The group will discuss the purpose of 
worship, and get to know the minister 
better. Teens discussed the youth conference 
(con) coming up March 1-3 at Cedar Lane in 
Bethesda,  and one advisor volunteered as an 
adult sponsor. A few of the group members 
are interested in going.  



We humans yearn for the possibility of hope for something truly new and different.  And then 
along comes the author of Ecclesiastes with the grim news that “The thing that hath been, it is 
that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new 
thing under the sun.”  

Perhaps there is no new thing under the sun.  But the big cosmic news on this New Year’s Day 
is that the New Horizons’ mission is sending back the first images from Ultima Thule out in the 
Kuiper Belt. It’s 4.1 billion miles from earth and the most distant object in the solar system that 
humanity has ever explored.  The name “Ultima Thule” means, “beyond the known world.” 
The photos, which may take 18 months to download, may well help scientists to understand 
more about the formation of our solar system.     

In honor of this event, Brian May, co-founder of the rock group Queen, who earned his PhD in 
astrophysics in 2007 (talk about an exemplar of possibilities!), wrote his first song in 20 years.  
His first response when being asked to do so was “I can’t think of anything that rhymes with 
Ultima Thule.”  When later asked by a reporter if he had, May responded, “Think I would go 
and make a fool-ee of myself?”  But his song is no joke.  His anthem became, in his own words, 
“about the human spirit endeavoring to discover the universe.” https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=j3Jm5POCAj8 

Our spiritual question for January is “What does it mean to be a people of possibility?”  The 
word “possibility” is derived from words conveying the potency of being able to do something.   

The flyby of Ultima Thule just happens to come at a time of year when we are more aware of 
the passage of time and more open to the potency of being able to do new things in the 
coming year.  It couldn’t come at a better time to remind us that there are indeed new things 
under the sun as we deepen our understanding of ourselves, one another, the world, and the 
universe. 

CLARE’S COLLOQUY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3Jm5POCAj8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3Jm5POCAj8


MEMBERSHIP 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION SESSIONS  
Are you interested in deepening your 
relationship with Towson Unitarian 
Universalist Church?  On the second Sunday 
of every odd month (see schedule below), 
the Membership Committee offers a one-
hour session on membership at TUUC, which 
includes a brief discussion of UU theology 
and history and a light lunch.   

The sessions start at 12:45 PM.  

If you are interested in attending, please 
RSVP to membership@towsonuuc.org. 
 

January 13, 2019—THIS SUNDAY! 
March 10, 2019 
May 19, 2019 (Third Sunday) 

GREEN SANCTUARY 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE AND CHOCOLATE SALE,  
JANUARY 13 
Stop by the Green Sanctuary Committee's 
table in the lobby for organic, fair trade 
coffee (regular and decaf) and chocolate 
(bars and bags of minis).  Your purchases 
support fair compensation for responsible 
farmers and directly fund the fair trade coffee 
served during Sunday coffee hour. 

 

 

REINVENTING POWER FILM SCREENING 
AND POTLUCK, JANUARY 18 
All are invited to 
join the TUUC 
Green Sanctuary 
Committee and 
the Sierra Club 
Greater Baltimore 
Group on Friday, 
January 18, 2019 at TUUC meeting room for 
a screening of the documentary 
film "Reinventing Power: America's 
Renewable Energy Boom".  Over the film’s 50 
minutes, we will meet people across the U.S. 
whose lives were changed by the renewable 
energy industry while exploring various 
aspects of the clean energy industry from 
innovation to installation.  We will have a 
potluck beginning at 6:30, with film starting 
around 7:00 PM.  Following the film will be 
time for information-sharing and 
discussion.  Please join us! 

mailto:membership@towsonuuc.org


 

NEW CHAIR DEDICATION CAMPAIGN 

The roof and clerestory windows have been 
replaced just in time for the really cold 
weather. You will probably notice how much 
warmer it is. Now wouldn’t it be great to 
have the walls painted, new flooring and new 
chairs to top it all off? We are working 

towards making the place look better than 
ever with your help. Join the “New Chair 
Dedication” Campaign. You can find an order 
form here or at the usher’s table. Campaign 
ends January 31, 2019. 

TUUC SECURITY SYSTEM IS ACTIVE NOW! 

All systems are go now at TUUC! The security 
cameras are functioning properly and 
recording; the new door system has been 
installed and the ALARM is ON!! If you are a 
key holder, please contact the office as soon 
as possible for instructions. 

DON’T FORGET 
LOCK ALL THE DOORS!

TURN OFF THE LIGHTS!

IT IS EVERYBODY’S RESPONSIBILITY
Thank you!

Please do not prop any doors open.

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/597f797ce58c6268ebdad71c/t/5c0181b58a922d8646530252/1543602614291/Chair+Campaign+Order+form.pdf


 

STEWARDSHIP 

TUUC NEIGHBORHOOD DINNERS 
Let’s “Stir it Up!” 
The Stewardship Committee, in conjunction 
with the Program Council, is planning small  

neighborhood dinners at various members' 
homes, to promote fellowship during our 
annual pledge drive. The dates for the 
dinners are on Saturdays:   

January 26, February 23, and March 2. 

We are currently finalizing the groups and 
hosts. We encourage you to sign up for a 
dinner in your neighborhood, where possible. 
We hope to begin sign ups this Sunday, 
January 13.  Be looking for an email from us 
to let you know your group and the host(s) 
and dates you have to choose from.  You can 

sign up either by email to 
specialevents@towsonuuc.org or by signing 
the list at church on a Sunday. 

Guests will be responsible for bringing 
something from a specific category to the 
dinner, such as main course, side dish or 
salad, appetizer, dessert, wine, bread.  The 
hosts will receive a list of attendees and will 
help coordinate the meal.  Please make your 
host aware of specific dietary requirements.  

These dinners should prove to be a fun way 
to get to know each 
other better. After 
all, stewardship is 
the nurturing of our 
church and its 
community. 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF DR. WILLIAM SCIARILLO 

We will celebrate the life of Dr. William 
Sciarillo at 1 PM on January 19th.      

Professionally, William created programs and 
public outreach to assure quality health care 
for children in Baltimore.  He was the first 
director of nursing at Kennedy Krieger. His 
doctoral thesis was on the behavior of 
children who had been victims of lead 
poisoning.   

But many of us at TUUC remember William 
for his adult religious education classes on 
The Enneagram and Christ for UUs, his 
service as a Lay Pastoral Associate, and his 
leadership connecting TUUC with The 
Araminta Freedom Initiative to end human 
trafficking. 

William volunteered for Gilchrist Hospice.  He 
also enjoyed teaching young children to play 
chess!  

Donations in memory of William may be 
made to The Araminta Freedom Initiative,  
PO Box 22106, Baltimore, MD 21203. Or you 
may choose to make a donation to The 
Towson Unitarian Universalist Church to help 
his children to purchase a plaque for their 
father in our memorial garden.  



GALLERY UNICORN 
Gallery Unicorn is pleased to announce the 
opening of the Annual Members Show which 
will run from January 13 through March 10, 
2019. The exhibition includes a variety of 
work in different media and styles by 22 
member artists including Janette Anders, 
Cynthia Bearer, Mary Beth Brizzolara, Anita 
Cox, Erica Cox, Jane D’Ambrogi, Beverly 
Ginsburg, Beverly Hopkins, Dorothy Hosmer,  
Dianne Hosmer, Michelle Nonnan List, Shirley 
Magder, Casey Mashburn, Omi May, Bernard 
McGibbon, Nancy Mears, Len Proctor, Bonnie 
Fous Reynolds, Lorraine Sorbello, Carolyn 
Stewart, Emily Tarsell, and Richard Wagner.  
 

An opening reception will follow each service 
at 10:30 am and 12:30 pm on Sunday January 
13. Gallery Unicorn is located within the 
Towson Unitarian Universalist Church, 1710 
Dulaney Valley Road, Lutherville, MD 21093.  
 
The Gallery is open weekdays between 10 am 
and 3 pm and on weekends by appointment. 
For more information call 410-825-6045 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 
Save the Date(s) The Stewardship Campaign 
plans to schedule dinners  at various homes 
on the following dates:  January 26, February 
23 and March 2. You may choose the evening 
of your preference as dinners will be 
happening simultaneously. If you like to plan 
ahead, this is the time to mark your calendar. 
More information will follow after the 
Holidays. We wish all of you a wonderful 
Holiday Season. 

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE LOOKING FOR 
NEW VOLUNTEERS 
Imagine this: The service ends and people 
rush to the lobby to enjoy a hot coffee or tea 
and something to nibble on. They are looking 
forward to talk with old friends or to learn 
more about a newcomer they sat next to 
during the service. Newcomers have the 
opportunity to linger and see TUUC’s 
hospitality in action. Now imagine a lobby 
empty of food or drink, with no incentives to 
stay. People may organize in small groups to 
meet for coffee or lunch, but it is not the 
same, especially for newcomers, who have no 
option but to go home. A very sad option. 

So here’s the pitch. We all like our Hospitality 
hour, but its continuance depends on a 
sufficient number of volunteers. For the past 
several years, we have been able to provide 
reliable service with an excellent crew – both 
individuals and groups. But now we need an 
influx of several new volunteers, to avoid 
burnout of our current members. Keep in 
mind an empty lobby after a service, and 
please contact me. Mimi Marks (see 
directory) 

 

NOTICES 



ONGOING & UPCOMING 

ETHNIC LUNCH 
Wednesday, January 16, 12:30 PM 

January Ethnic Lunch 
features Indian/
Nepalese cuisine! 

Join us for delicious 
Indian/Nepalese food at 12:30 on 
Wednesday, January 16, at Royal Kitchen 
(buffet) 9832 York Rd, Cockeysville.  

All are welcome; however, sign ups 
to Ethniclunch@towsonuuc.org by Friday, 
January 11 are a must so we can be sure to 
have a large enough table to accommodate 
the group. 

SINGLES FELLOWSHIP GROUP POTLUCK  

Saturday, January 19, 6 PM  
Join the Singles Fellowship Group for a 
potluck with good food and conversation in 
the upper lobby.  We offer an atmosphere for 
fellowship and friendship among TUUC single 
adults.  We range in age from the 60's to 
80's, but gladly welcome 
anyone to join us.   
  

Please call Ronald Rowley to 
RSVP and to get more 
information.  He is listed in 
the church directory.       
 

SUNDAY SERVICE—January 20, 2019 
TWO SERVICES @ 9:30 and 11:15 AM 
Rev. Clare Petersberger: The Theology of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Our Own 
Part of the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. is his theology. What was his theology and 
how did it sustain his work for justice?  What 
possibilities does his theological legacy offer 
you as you build your own theology and work 
for justice today?  And what possibilities does 
it offer Unitarian Universalism in 2019?   

 

EVENING BOOK GROUP  

Wednesday, February 6,  7:30 
PM  
We'll meet downstairs to 
discuss The Personality 
Brokers: The Strange History 
of Myers-Briggs and the Birth 
of Personality Testing by 
Merve Emre (non-fiction 

2018, 336 pages)).  "In this riveting, far-
reaching book [Emre] brings the skills of a 
detective, cultural critic, historian, scientist 
and biographer to bear on the MBTI and the 
two women who invented and promoted 
it...."  (The book for March 6th is Straight 
Man by Richard Russo (fiction, 1997, fiction, 
416 pages)).   
 

All are welcome to join us!  Contact Carel 
Hedlund (info in directory) if questions.  
 

LET’S TALK                                                             
A Co-Ed discussion group is being 
formed that will focus on issues related 
to  being a woman/man in today's culture.   

Using a rotating leadership model, the group 
will meet from 7:30-9 PM in Room 7 on the 
following dates: February 7 (snow date 
February 21), March 7 (snow date March 21), 
April 4, May 2, and June 6.  

The group will be limited to 12 people and 
will be equally divided between men and 
women. To maintain an atmosphere that 
promotes free and open exchange, only one 
half of any pair involved in a relationship may 
join the group.   A minimum of six is required 
for the group to begin. To register, please 
contact Jane D'Ambrogi or Art Starr, contact 
info in the directory.  

mailto:Ethniclunch@towsonuuc.org


Date Time Adults & Children Choir Lounge Total Visitors Total 

1/06/2019 9:30 AM 9 1 41 ↓ 31 

1/06/2019 11:15 AM 108 18 3 129 11 

Nursery PreK - K 1st/ 2nd
 3rd - 5th

 6th- 8th
 YRUU TOTAL 

5 6 5 3 8 8 35 

 

USHER ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 2019 

YRE ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR SUNDAY, January 6, 2019 

INCLEMENT WEATHER AND EMERGENCY CLOSURE INFORMATION  

In the event that severe weather or other emergencies compromise the safe use of TUUC facilities or 
property the church may cancel events or close to all activities. If the weather or the condition of the 
roads cause you to wonder whether we are proceeding with our programming as scheduled, please 
check for cancellations before you head out.  
 
The Church Office and facilities are closed 9-5 on weekdays if Baltimore County Public Schools are 
closed. 

Additional closure or cancellation information can be found in the following places: 

 Outgoing Church Office Voicemail: (410) 825-6045 

 http://www.wbaltv.com/weather/closings  

 TUUC Website: http://towsonuuc.org/  

 Church Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/51782871068/  

 TUUC Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/
TowsonUnitarianUniversalistChurch/  

 TUUC Bulletin board/listserv: Request joining bulletin by emailing assistant@towsonuuc.org 

When the facility is closed no one is permitted on church grounds without the express permission of 
the Chairperson of the House and Grounds Council (houseandgrounds@towsonuuc.org) 

We will do our utmost to update these sources as early and as quickly as possible. Please check 
multiple sources and use your best judgement. Event/activity/meeting leaders may choose to cancel 
events, activities or meetings even when the facility is not closed. For possible cancellations of a 
specific meeting or event please contact your event leader. 

Event/activity/meeting leaders (Committee Chairs, Committee or Meeting Organizers, Board 
Members, and Staff, Etc.), it is your responsibility to notify your event, activity or meeting participants 
if you choose to cancel a session. Please also notify the Church Administrator 
(churchoffice@towsonuuc.org) and the Chairperson of the House and Grounds Council 
(Houseandgrounds@towsonuuc.org) if you do. It may affect our plans for snow removal. 

Please use your best judgement and be safe!  

http://www.wbaltv.com/weather/closings
http://towsonuuc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/51782871068/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/51782871068/
https://www.facebook.com/TowsonUnitarianUniversalistChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/TowsonUnitarianUniversalistChurch/
mailto:assistant@towsonuuc.org
mailto:houseandgrounds@towsonuuc.org




WHAT’S HAPPENING AT TUUC THROUGH JANUARY 24 AS OF 1/11/2019 

Date Day Event Location Start Time 

11-Jan Friday IMPROV JAM Meeting Room & Lobby 6:00 PM 

12-Jan Saturday Zen Community Meeting Room 9:00 AM 

13-Jan Sunday Sunday Service Meeting Room & Lobby 9:30 AM 

13-Jan Sunday Art Exhibition Meeting Room & Lobby 10:30 AM 

13-Jan Sunday Sunday Service Meeting Room & Lobby 11:15 AM 

13-Jan Sunday Art Exhibition Meeting Room & Lobby 12:15 PM 

13-Jan Sunday Membership Info. Session Room 6 12:45 PM 

13-Jan Sunday Stewardship Committee Room 7 1:30 PM 

14-Jan Monday Handel Choir Rehearsal Meeting Room & Lobby 6:00 PM 

14-Jan Monday Mindful Meditation Room 7 7:00 PM 

15-Jan Tuesday Informed Consent Rooms 1 & 2 7:00 PM 

15-Jan Tuesday Men’s Reflection Group Room 7 7:30 PM 

16-Jan Wednesday Voice Lesson Meeting Room 10:00 AM 

16-Jan Wednesday Wednesday Writers Room 6 10:30 AM 

16-Jan Wednesday IMPROV Meeting Room 7:00 PM 

16-Jan Wednesday Al -  Anon Room 6 7:30 PM 

16-Jan Wednesday TUUC Board Meeting Rooms 1 & 2 7:30 PM 

17-Jan Thursday Choir Setup Meeting Room 5:30 PM 

17-Jan Thursday Vocal Ensemble Meeting Room 6:45 PM 

17-Jan Thursday Choir Rehearsal Meeting Room 7:30 PM 

18-Jan Friday Reinventing Power  - Movie Meeting Room 6:00 PM 

19-Jan Saturday Third Saturday Work Party (various) 9:00 AM 

19-Jan Saturday Sciarillo Celebration of Life Meeting Room & Lobby 12:00 PM 

19-Jan Saturday TUUC Singles Group Lobby & Kitchen 6:00 PM 

20-Jan Sunday Sunday Service Meeting Room & Lobby 9:30 AM & 11:15 AM 

21-Jan Monday Handel Choir Rehearsal Meeting Room & Lobby 6:00 PM 

21-Jan Monday Mindful Meditation Room 6 7:00 PM 

21-Jan Monday Chalice Circle w/Robin Sinn Room 7 7:30 PM 

22-Jan Tuesday Women’s Lunch Bunch Edenwald 11:45 AM 

22-Jan Tuesday Chalice Circle w/Tom Farrell Room 7 7:30 PM 

23-Jan Wednesday Voice Lesson Meeting Room 10:00 AM 

23-Jan Wednesday Wednesday Writers Room 6 10:30 AM 

23-Jan Wednesday Zen Community Rooms 1 & 2 6:30 PM 

23-Jan Wednesday Al-Anon Room 6 7:00 PM 

24-Jan Thursday Voice Lesson Meeting Room 10:30 AM 

24-Jan Thursday TUUC Choir Rehearsals Meeting Room 5:30/6:45/7:30 PM 

24-Jan Thursday Men’s Group Meeting Room 7 7:30 PM 



1710 Dulaney Valley Road 
Lutherville MD 21093-9705 
Phone: 410-825-6045 
Email: churchoffice@towsonuuc.org 
Website: www.towsonuuc.org 
Office Hours: Mon-Fri.   10AM—3PM 

Minister 
Reverend Clare L. Petersberger 
revclare@towsonuuc.org 
 

Leadership 
Board of Trustees: 
  President: Neil Porter 
  President-Elect: Sue Royer 
  Treasurer: Monica Sweidel 
  Secretary: Angela Castillo-Epps 
Trustees-at-Large: 
   Karyn Marsh (2018-2020) 
   Art Starr (2018-2020) 
   Carol Watkins (2017-2019) 
   Luke Williams (2017-2019) 
 

Operations Team: 
  Communications Council: Patty Berry 
  Finance Council: vacant 
  House and Grounds Council: Todd Robertson 
  Inner Life Council: Jeannette Anders 
  Outreach Council: Jane D’Ambrogi 
  Religious Education Council: Larry Magder  
  Sunday Service Council: Andrew Hager 

Ministerial Intern  
Lora Powell-Haney 
lpowellhaney@meadville.edu  
 

Staff 
Youth Religious Exploration Director: 
  Joyce Duncan, Credentialed Religious Educator 
  tuucdre@towsonuuc.org 
 

Music Director: 
  Tracy Hall 
  music@towsonuuc.org 
 

Church Administrator: 
  Kai Aiyetoro 
  churchoffice@towsonuuc.org 
 

Administrative Assistant: 
  Nancy Hannah 
  assistant@towsonuuc.org   
 

Bookkeeper: 
  Mary Kay Baker 
  bookkeeper@towsonuuc.org  
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