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Testimonial March 10, 2019 By Luke Williams 

In 2016, my partner Dominique and I moved from Indiana to Baltimore. Dominique had a new 

job, and we were very optimistic about our new life here. But without any friends or relatives in 

the area, we needed the support of a community. Dominique had researched UU in college, and 

we had made a few UU friends in Indianapolis, but we had never attended a Unitarian church. 

Somewhat selfishly we also wanted a creative outlet and I wanted to join a choir. TUUC is filled 

to the brim with creative people and it has been a wonderful opportunity for both spiritual and 

musical growth. 

  

Of course, our journey is not a straight path. Before we had even managed to recover financially 

from moving 900 miles, Dominique lost her job and I had barely started looking. It felt pretty 

hopeless at times. There was a lot of soul searching in our household. You end up asking 

yourself “what can I do?” That is a question that I have asked myself throughout my life and I 

am often my own biggest obstacle whether I know it or not. 

 

Despite myself, TUUC has been a place and a people that have encouraged my personal journey. 

The best example was Seussical the Musical. I’ve spent most of my life singing in church and 

school choirs. I’ve always had stage fright and stayed away from solo roles or when I got them, I 

would choke. The role of Horton was my first acting and solo singing role. I had no idea that I 

would be able to do that but Tracy and Sharon believed in me and challenged my own 

perceptions of myself. That’s the most visible example. I’ve also been able to challenge and 

stretch myself in my roles on the board and personnel committee as well. 
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My grandfather once told me in a very Kennedy-esque way that you shouldn’t look for a church 

asking what it is that it will do for you, but you should be looking for what you can do in the 

church. This came at a time when my family was looking for a new church outside of the 

denomination that my grandfather had pastured his whole life. I don’t agree with him on much 

but this holds true in some ways. Service is often more enriching than being a passive participant 

in organized religion. 

 

2016 was rough for all of us, but it has been encouraging to be surrounded by our beloved 

community and participate in the social justice movements that are part of UU. You know, I 

hadn’t been a part of a protest or march before joining this church. Members of this church have 

organized buses to attend the Women’s March, showed up for local legislative sessions, and 

started dialogues within the community about racial inequality. As a church, we strive to speak 

for the voiceless and give the marginalized a seat at the table.  

 

To a lot of people church is a thing you go to and attend, but we shouldn’t forget that the church 

is a community. Together we can grow so much more that we could on our own. Together, we 

can bring about the social change that will benefit people who are not like us. We don’t truly 

know what we can do without others because other people can see the best in us. When we 

stumble those around us are able to help pick us up and urge us on. 

 

In a lot of ways stewardship is a formal representation of just that. By giving our time, our effort, 

and our resources (money), we are able to empower this community to make meaningful change 

both inside and outside our community. I want to challenge you all to think of what you have 
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accomplished in your personal journeys since joining the church. Think about how the people 

around you have supported you and how your actions have supported others. It can be hard work 

sometimes, but it is what really matters. 

 

 

 


